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AN( ; O 8 A 


ANNIVERSARY SPEECH BY PRESIDENT DOS SANTOS ANALYZED 


Lisbon O JORNAL in Portuguese 18-24 Nov 83 ‘Segundo Caderno' Supplement 


p< 
[Article by Pedro Vieira, special correspondent: “President of the RPA Poses 
"Ideological Option’ in Assessment of Cooperation" ] 


[Text] Portugal was the subject of a rather intriguing explicit reference in 
the course of the speech made by President of the People's Republic of Angola 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos at the main ceremony held to commemorate the 11 
November holiday in Caxito, a small city located 80 kilometers to the north 
of Luanda. 


It was not possible, for reasons beyond his control, for this reporter, who 
was in the Angolan capital on 11 November, to travel to Caxito. Thus he 
lacks information on any possible reactions to the reference to Portugal on 
the part of the audience in Caxito, officially estimated at 30,000 persons. 
Caxito, the capital of the province of Bengo, was the scene of the festive 
celebration of the eighth anniverary of the winning of its independence by 
the RPA [People's Republic of Angola]. According to JORNAL DE ANGOLA, the 
people were able to enjoy special satisfaction thanks to the free distribu- 
tion of beer and wine, as well as a meal prepared in accordance with the old 
traditions of the region. That newspaper added that the “president lunched 
with the people,” and the reporter noted that maruvo (a traditional drink 
obtained by tapping palm tree trunks) was served at the table of honor, where 
the chief of state, as well as members of the Political Bureau and the Cen- 
tral Committee of the MPLA, were seated. 


Economic and Ideological Benefits 


“Recently, we have witnessed a frightening increase in the contracts for 
technical aid between domestic and foreign enterprises, above all in Western 
European countries, Portugal first of all, by means of which excessive sums 
of money are being transferred while Western Europe is experiencing a series 
of unemployment problems affecting technicians and skilled workers. This 
situation should be given special attention by the pertinent government 
bodies, so that the necessary corrective measures, which wili bring greater 
benefits to our country, can be studied,” Jose Eduardo dos Santos, 41, who 
succeeded President Agostino Neto, who died of serious illness in Moscow in 
1979, said. 


However, this critical statement concerning the contracts with Western Euro- 
pean countries came within the context of an assessment of RPA cooperation 
with the socialist countries. 














“Benetits should be understood in the broad sense, as meaning economic, 
financtal and also ideological benefits.” 


\fter urging “vigilance,” in order to prevent the financial results of 

cooperation from serving “to promote or equip the enemies of our people : 
politically,” the president said: “We must see to the consolidation and 

expansion of economic relations with the countries sharing our ideological 

option.” He then went on to speak of “the cheaper and safer cooperation” 

provided by these countries. 


Criticism of the Government 


Would the president of the MPLA-PT and the RPA have given Portugal special 
prominence, in his attitude of critical reserve? 


This question cannot be answered yes or no, in view of the various factors 
noted by Jose Eduardo dos Santos. 


On the one hand, the president's words expressed criticism and a warning 
directed to the government bodies concerning the large number of a certain 
type of agreements--those pertaining to technical aid--signed with various 
Western countries, in particular Portugal. Although they may involve vari- 
ous methods, these agreements are generally speaking very poor from the point 
of view of transferring technology and training cadres with mastery of this 
technology. This is a situation comparable to that of someone who wants his 
automobile fixed. He pays for the repairs and the new parts, but he gains 
nothing in terms of mechanical knowledge. 


In this connection, Portugal should not feel that it has been attacked, but 
should pick up its cue to make it clear that many of its businessmen are open 
to agreements with Angola involving the training of middle-level technical 
cadres and offering the Angolans the possibility of effective control over 
the productive process. 


Cooperation for “Objective Reasons” 


On the other hand, the statements made by Jose Eduardo dos Santos clearly 
show in which camp his allies are to be found. And the truth is that 
Portugal is not among the “bosom buddies” of the RPA, and thus if relations 
between Luanda and Lisbon experience difficulties, it is not surprising. 
However there are some references in the address which modify this distinc- 
tion between the Western countries and “the countries sharing our ideologi- 
cal option.” The president said that “economic diversification should be 
suitably pursued and oriented toward our strategic goals,” and he then went 
on to refer to cooperation with the Western countries for "objective 
reasons. 


The comparison between cooperation with the Western countries and the social- 
ist countries was regarded by commentators as one of the most significant 
passages in the president's speech. He is a leader who makes few public 
addresses, and his speeches are always awaited with keen expectation. 








The speech delivered on 11 November to his compatriots and the diplomats 
accredited to Luanda cannot be separated from the increasing commitment of 
the Soviet Union and the other countries in the socialist bloc to military 
support cf the RPA. It is natural for those who supply these sophisticated 
MI-25 helicopters and other major defense equipment to cast a mistrustful eye 
toward “unorthodox intimacies.” Therefore the president's speech can be re- 
garded as not only a warning to the Western countries which provide direct or 
indirect support to the UNITA and South Africa, but also as an expression of 
satisfaction to the Soviet Union and the MPLA sectors most sensitive to 
fidelity to the socialist countries. 


The UNITA and the USSR 


In the final analysis, in our view, one can conclude from the words of Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos that the UNITA, South Africa and certain Western circles 
are the best allies of Soviet influence in Angola. The stronger the UNITA 
becomes, the more the RPA needs the USSR. We might note the recent article 
in PRAVDA, admitting that the antigovernmental forces in Angola are becoming 
ever more powerful and now have firm control] over the central and eastern 
parts of the country. 


This article is the more surprising since it comes at a point when, according 
to various sources in Luanda, the FAPLA [People's Armed Forces for the Lib- 
eration of Angola] are to a certain extent regaining room for initiative and 
maneuvering in the political-military sector. 


On the other hand, the inability of the Western powers ‘0 contribute to find- 
ing a solution to the Namibian problem leaves the RPA in an impasse, with the 
sole solution being to exercise, with the aid of its allies, its more than 

legitimate right to defend its territorial integrity and national sovereignty. 


Success of Portuguese Cooperation 


This whole picture creates a profound dilemma for President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos and can without a doubt affect relations between Lisbon and Luanda. 
However, one must put the objective desirability of these relations on the 
balance scale. Despite the fact that some enterprises still make use of 
“political affinity” in their economic relations with Angola, the determining 
factor in such relations is the advantages they may offer. And from this 
point of view, Portuguese enterprises and cooperative forces, at a much 
cheaper price than other Western countries, have admittedly obtained much 
success, sometimes precisely in those sectors where others have failed. 


Thus there are “objective reasons” for advancing and deepening the coopera- 
tion between Lisbon and Luanda. But if political confidence is not enough 
for establishing good economic relations, the lack of it will certainly be a 
factor which will disturb and disrupt such relations. 


Rhetoric and Pragmatism 


There are two very different types of discourse to be found in the RPA at 
present. On the one hand, there is rhetoric heavy with ideological slang, 











the characteristic of the propaganda apparatus, expanded through the mass 
media. The influence of the socialist countries is clear in this language. 
On the other hand, there are leaders who engage in discourse with more links 
to reality, wherein the words are not a screen but a window contributing to 
the understanding of problems. 


The synthesis of these two types of discourse can be found in President 

Jose Eduardo dos Santos. He operates along the lines of principle without 
neglecting to deal with concrete problems and to do so in a pragmatic way and 
with the knowledge gained from experience. 


Let us see, in brief, how the assertion of principle and concern with con- 
crete facts coexist in the various parts of the 11 November speech. 


1. Mention of those who died in the Boeing 737 which crashed in Lubango on 
8 November. 


2. The reason for the Caxito ceremony: containment of the invading troops of 
the FNLA-Zaire-mercenaries in the second liberation war in 1975, and the role 
of the First Political-Military Region in the first liberation war. 


3. The post-independence phase. "The foreign enemy increased his activities 
from every point of view...seeking to force the MPLA to abandon its policy of 
principle.” "The South African racist regime, with the support of the U.S. 
imperialists, planned to annihilate our revolution,” and it “combined mili- 
tary actions with campaigns of slander against the MPLA leaders and the 
sponsorship of the UNITA gangs in the international arena." Listing of some 
measures “designed to neutralize the domestic enemy and to confine his 
actions to areas of little administrative interest, in order, on that basis, 
to annihilate him forever.” 


4, The cost of the war ($10 billion) and the economic effort. "The main 
concern of our party at this time is to create conditions enabling us to car- 


ry out the Emergency Food Production Program more rapidly and successfully.” 


5. Comparison of cooperation between Western countries and the countries of 
the socialist bloc. 


6. Praise for the friendship of and solidarity with the Cuban international- 
ist forces. 


7. Overall analysis of the situation in southern Africa, stressing the 
statement that “the regime in Pretoria should not seek the causes of its 
internal problems outside its frontiers.” 


8. Reference to President Agostinho Neto. 


9. Special greetings to the Angolan and internationalist combatants. 
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ANGOLA 


DE ALMEIDA DISCUSSES LITERARY ACHIEVEMENTS, CULTURAL CONTACTS WITH USSR 


Moscow LITERATURNAYA GAZETA in Russian 2 Nov 83 p 1l 


[Interview with Roberto de Almeida, secretary of the Central Committee, 
candidate-member of the MPLA Central Committee Politburo--the Labor 
Party, and vice-president of the administration of the Angola Writers 
Union: "Vigilance and Resoluteness" ] 





[Text] The editorial office of LITERATURNAYA GAZETA 
was visited by Roberto de Almeida, famous Angolan 
writer and public figure. From his pen have come 

the poetry collections "Time of Rumor" and "So the 

Dawn Begins,'' and collections of stories and historical 
researches, 


LITERATURNAYA GAZETA correspondent Anna Martynova asked 
Roberto de Almeida several questions. 


[Question] Comrade Almeida, since the Angolan revolution there has been 
a widespread introduction of the masses to culture in your country. What 
recent developments in Angolan literature would you like to comment on? 





[Answer] The literature of young countries such as Angola has distinc- 
tively characteristic traits. During the period of colonialism, many 
national writers were prevented from the opportunity of appearing in the 
pages of periodical publications. Therefore it is not surprising that 
after the declaration of independence in November 1975 a great number 

of publications immediately appeared in the People's Republic of Angola-- 
writers who had previously been forced to pile up their manuscripts in 
the drawer of a writing desk were able at last to find a way to the 
reader. And so, in order to direct this creative overflow, this enthusi- 
asm of the young national literature into the proper channel, we created 
the Angolan Writers Union in 1976. Since the first days of our union's 
existence, we have devoted great attention to problems of publishing. We 
have published a great number of poems, prose works, research, essays 

and books for children. 


Simultaneously, great opportunities have opened up for cultural exchange 
between various countries of Africa. Before the declaration of indepen- 
dence, many warks of African literature were not available to a broad 








Angolan reading public--the importation into Angola and translation of 
works by writers from African nations was prohibited. 


Thanks to the activities of the Angolan Writers Union, our reading public 
now knows the works of prominent masters of African literature such as 
(Semben Usman), Chinua Achebe , Ngugi wa Thiong'o , Alex La Guma_ and 
many others, One of the important lines of activity of the Angolan 
Writers Union is the discovery of new names. With this goal in mind the 
"Young Writers Brigade" was formed, which includes workers, servicemen 
and people of a wide variety of professions who are trying to become 
involved in literary creativity, and perhaps in the future devote them- 
selves to literary labor. This movement is energetic and, in my view, 
promising. 


[Question] How would you assess the role of mutual contacts between the 
writers unions of Angola and the Soviet Union? 


[Answer] Since the very first days of existence of the Angolan Writers 
Union we have established friendly relations with our Soviet colleagues. 
We are constantly exchanging delegations, which enables us to become more 
closely acquainted and share experience. 


Not long ago, in observation of the birthday of Agostinho Neto, the late 
president of the People's Republic of Angola, a delegation from the USSR 
Writers Union visited Angola to take part in the work of a "round table" 
commemorating this date. We are pleased that the Soviet Union widely 
prints works by Angolan writers and that more and more new translations 
are appearing in Russian and the languages of other peoples of the USSR. 
| hope that the fruitful contacts established between Angolan and Soviet 
writers, and the close cooperation between our creative unions, will 
develop and become stronger. 





[Question] As a participant in the recent Tashkent Conference of African 
and Asian Writers, what would you say is the most characteristic trait of 
its work? 


[Answer] The main issue at the Tashkent conference, unquestionably, was 
the problem of maintaining peace. For the 25 years of its existence, the 
movement of Afro-Asian writers has become stronger thanks to the entrance 
of new members into it, and also the fact that the very circle of problems 
with which its participants concern themselves has widened. Now the inter- 
national situation has become extremely complicated. The strategic goal 
of policies of imperialism is to create centers of tension in various 
points on the planet, destroy stability in the world and suppress national 
liberation movements in various countries. Imperialism has escalated the 
arms race to unprecedented proportions, placing under attack the principle 
of peaceful coexistence of states with different social systems. Under 
these conditions, writers simply cannot stand on the sidelines. It is 

the duty of literary people in Asian and African countries to defend the 
cause of peace and struggle for freedom and the elimination of the threat 
of nuclear war. 








Countries which have obtained independence and freedom cannot develop 
normally and defend their social achievements if peace is not secured. 
Lebanon in the Middle East and the People's Republic of Angola in Africa 
have become objects of imperialist aggression. Besides open aggression, 
the imperialists resort to various provocations like that recently com 
mitted by the CIA with the South Korean airliner. 


It is significant that, among the hysterical wails issuiig from the West 

on this issue, not a word is said recalling the tragedy which occurred 

over the Caribbean Sea, when a Cuban aircraft of a civilian aviation 
company was exploded in the air while completing its customary run. All 
this reveals the typically propagandistic character of the noise which the 
West has thrown up around the incident with the South Korean airliner. Its 
aim is not to mourn human lives--whose loss we deeply regret--but to create 
a provocational situation in order to divert world public opinion. 


In the complicated international situation, Asian and African writers must 
be very vigilant. It is necessary to correctly assess the distribution of 
forces in the international arena in order to resolutely defend the cause 
of peace, despite imperialism's machinations. 


12255 
CSO: 1800/135 














ANGOLA 


SURVIVAL OF MPLA GOVERNMENT SEEN AS DOUBTFUL 

Lisbon O 1!1.\60 in Portuguese 15 Nov 83 p 23 

[Text] The ceremonies installing the MPLA in power in Angola may have 
occurred tor the last time this year, a number of observers of the Angolan 
situation believe. In Luanda, following the catastrophe of the Boeing air- 


cratt shot down by the UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence of 
Anvyola!] and the explosion of a bomb in an establishment on Vasco da Gama 

Street, the atmosphere is increasingly one of concern. Although no one is 
saying so publicly, it is accepted that at the celebrations of 11 November, 
Independence Day, a year from now, the current leaders of the country will 


not | 


ye present. 

Fight years after the MPLA victory, it is becoming ever clearer that this 
triumph, which was only possible then thanks to the Cuban Expeditionary 
Corps, is in the process of becoming a total defeat. The regime has never 
succeeded in completely dominating its adversaries, and they, above all in 
the past year, have managed in turn to dominate a large part of the terri- 
tory, although they do not control any provincial or district capital. 


Fven if the reports of the UNITA in this connection may be doubted, one 
cannot minimize the importance of the statements contained in a recent 
pastoral document issued by the Archbishop of Luanda, Dom Eduardo Muaca, 
admitting that the seats of almost all the dioceses are today “islands which 
it is dangerous to leave,” and that the guerrilla war has spread throughout 
almost all of the southern and central parts of the country and is now edging 
northward. 


There is every reason to believe that the government forces have been obliged 
to limit the impetus of the offensive launched against the rebels in Septem- 
ber and October, in which connection they received substantial reinforcements 
in men and war materiel unloaded in the ports of Luanda, Lobito and Mocamedes 
by more than 30 Soviet and other vessels. These reinforcements posed a seri- 
ous threat on various of the guerrilla fighters' "fronts" of struggle and, 
moreover, served to stabilize the situation. In any case, the MPLA military 
commands have not to date reported any successes. The Cuban Expeditionary 
Corps now involves about 45,000 men, but foreign observers in Luanda say that 
demoralization has begun to affect many of them, despite the privileges that 
they enjoy. The high number of casualties suffered and the reverses suffered 
by the Cubans on the island of Grenada are said to be main factors in this 
demoralization. 














The average number of casualties suffered by the Cuban Expeditionary Corps 
every month has been estimated at between 30 and 40, with double that number 
wounded. This estimate was made by a journalist known to be sympathetic to 
the MPLA. He is Antonio Figueiredo, the London correspondent for the Lisbon 
morning daily DIARIO DE NOTICIAS. On this subject, a spokesman for the 
Angolan opposition coalition made up of the FNLA, the FLEC and the CNA (the 
Angolan National Liberation Front, Front for the Liberation of the Cabinda 
Enclave, and National African Convergence, respectively) has accused the 
communist regime in North Korea of initiating the dispatch to Angola of an 
expeditionary corps which will total 25,000 men, within the context of a 
cooperation agreement between Luanda and Pyongyang. 


The UNITA, in turn, in its most recent war communique dated 9 November, makes 
no mention of any large number of guerrilla actions, unlike its usual prac- 
tice, referring only to the attack on a military convoy carrying Cuban sol- 
diers and members of the FAPLA [People's Armed Forces for the Liberation of 
Angola] along the route between Matete and Kagolo, reported to have inflicted 
more than 100 casualties on the government forces. This same communique, 
however, in addition to reporting that a government MIG was shot down in the 
Pedra de Cuca area, 5 kilometers from Huambo, claims credit for the UNITA for 
the downing of the Angolan air company's Boeing 737 which crashed shortly 
after takeoff from the Lubango airport exactly 8 days ago. According to the 
UNITA, it was carrying recruits and a company belonging to the government's 
Third Motorized Brigade. 


All of the crew and passengers died--150 individuals, according to the first 
reports made public, or only 127, if an official Angolan announcement is cor- 
rect. One would have hoped that in connection with this attack on a commer- 
cial aircraft, the Angolan authorities would seek to mobilize public opinion 
against the UNITA, comparing the downing of the TAAG [Air Transportation of 
Angola] Boeing plane and the incident in which the Soviets shot down a South 
Korean commercial plane in September of this year. The attitude adopted by 
the MPLA in this connection was surprising. Instead of taking advantage of 
this opportunity to promote an international campaign against the UNITA, 
Luanda attributed the crash of the Boeing 737 and the death of all the pas- 
sengers and crew members to a mere “technical accident.” 


Now the truth is that even before the UNITA claimed responsibility for down- 
ing the plane, this was reported from Luanda by the Yugoslav Tanjung agency. 
It was the first report that the downed plane was carrying military troops. 
The UNITA thus has confirmation in the report of a news agency of a communist 
country, with which the government in Luanda maintains the best of relations. 


The only explanation observers can find for the attitude adopted by the MPLA 
authorities in this case is a desire to conceal the seriousness of the situa- 
tion, so that it will not become known that the UNITA is now in a position to 
attack the Lubango airport with its missiles. In any case, these same ob- 
servers say, government circles in Luanda are seriously worried and the dom- 
inant general belief accepts the Yugoslav agency version. The Boeing 737 was 
carrying troops and was shot down by the UNITA. 














Thus the civil war is taking on frightening proportions. But not only the 
civil war. According to official UNICEF figures, Angola presently ranks 
first in infant mortality. 


The catastrophic downing of an aircraft taking off from the Lubango airport 
is an alarm signal for al] of the friends and protectors of the communist 
regime in Angola. For example, the 11 November issue of PRAVDA, the official 
organ of the CPSU, stated that “the antigovernment forces in Angola are be- 
comingly increasingly powerful, and have firm control in the central and 
southern parts of the country.” This is the first time such a thing has been 
reported in the press in the USSR, and a year ago, no one would have believed 
that this could happen. 
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ANGOLA 


OFFICIAL DEFINES ORIENTATION OF 25 APRIL ASSOCIATION 


Lisbon O JORNAL in Portuguese 18-24 Nov 83 ‘Segundo Caderno' Supplement p 4 


{Text ] We are not people who are neutral toward a process such as this,” 

Dr Nelson Baptista, founder and president of the board of directors of the 

25 April Association, the only organization of foreigners residing in Angola, 
told O JORNAL. 


Solidarity is the watchword of the association's thinking. 


“We regard this people as a sister people. We cannot remain indifferent 
toward the South African aggression against the RPA [People's Republic of 
Angola]. Basically, Angola wants peace in order to rebuild and cure its 
afflictions. 


"At the meeting with President Eanes in Luanda, there were shouts of ‘down 
with the Republic of South Africa and racist aggression.'” 


This solidarity is seen, concretely, in donations (the solidarity surtax on 
tobacco, for example), the collection of goods and, as has just happened re- 
cently, blood donations. Moreover, the association has addressed a letter to 
various Portuguese bodies urging them to deposit contributions in the Soli- 
darity with Angola account, No 210/009872Y BNU, Berna, Lisbon. 


On the other hand, Nelson Baptista said, “we are working very hard to ensure 
that our voice reaches Portugal, so that certain official bodies will hear 
us, making a consistent policy on their part, rather than a haphazard one, 
possible.” 


Bylaws Approved 


Another axis which is a basis of association activities is the organization 
of the leisure time of the Portuguese citizens residing in Angola. The main 
occasion for Portuguese cultural activities has traditionally been the 25 
April celebrations. Moreover, it was in this connection that the idea of 
creating the association was born and developed. Its bylaws were approved by 
a decree issued by President Jose Eduardo dos Santos on 5 August 1980. The 
headquarters, provided thanks to the intervention of the Angolan secretary of 
state for culture, was inaugurated last year on 25 April by Brig Gen Pezarat 
Correia. It is located in the Luanda lowlands opposite the People's Police 


ll 





barracks, on a street given the name “25 April.” Completion of the premises 
meant many hours of labor. 


The headquarters is a gathering place where the members and guests can come 
to drink water, get newspapers and play ping-pong or chess. There are sec- 
tions, in planning or already organized, for gymnastics, indoor soccer, 
choral singing, library activities, a theater group and stamp collecting. In 
Benguela,.Huambo and Lubango support cells for the association are already in 
operation. On another level, the association is interested in the process of 
establishing a school for children of Portuguese cooperative workers. 


There are some 500 members, representing only a small percentage of the mem- 
bership of the Portuguese community in Angola, estimated at about 30,000. 


No Interest in Political Affiliation 


The political orientation of the association and its militant style would 
certainly not be agreeable to many Portuguese citizens who live and work in 
Angola. According to Article 2 of the bylaws, one of the purposes of the 
association is “to promote closer and stronger relations among the Portuguese 
citizens living in the People's Republic of Angola, and between them and the 
reality in Portugal, with a view to the unity and solidarity with the strug- 
gle of the Portuguese people for socialism.” 


However, Nelson Baptista challenges the attitude of some people who regard 
the association as an Angolan expression of the Portuguese Communist Party. 


He says that “we do not ask anyone's party affiliation. The capacity of the 
MPLA for dialogue goes beyond limited sectors. Moreover, it would be regret- 
table if the forces of democracy in Portugal did not adopt a position with 
regard to the RPA.” 


He says further that “the members of the association are people seeking to 
provide a positive response in the professional field.” 


There are among them individuals who play an outstanding role in Angolan 
life, as is the case for example with Dr Grandao Ribeiro, a Human Relations 
Court judge (an exceptional case) and Dr Amilcar Martins, a professor in the 
faculty of medicine. Former President Agostinho Neto, President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos, President Eanes, Brig Gen Pezarat Correia, Adm Rosa Coutinho and 
Gen Vasco Goncalves are honorary members. 


The association or its founding nucleus has already arranged for the return 
to the RPA of a number of individuals and groups representing Portuguese cul- 
ture, among them the Lopes Graca Chorus, the Campolide Theater Group, Carlos 
do Carmo, Antonio Vitorino de Almeida, Ary dos Santos, Alexandre Pinheiro 
Torres, and also Augusto Abelaira, who was a member of the jury which honored 
Luandino Vieira with an award in the 1960s. 


5157 
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ANGOLA 


CAXITO EXAMINED EIGHT YEARS AFTER INDEPENDENCE 


Lisbon 0 JORNAL in Portuguese 18-24 Nov 83 ‘Segundo Caderno' Supplement pp 4-5 


[Text] Caxito, the capital of Bengo, the newest Angolan province, welcomed 
President Jose Eduardo dos Santos on 11 November, when he presided over the 
main ceremony to commemorate the eighth anniversary of the winning of the 
independence of the RPA [Angolan People's Republic]. Exactly 8 years ago, it 
was from this city that Holden Roberto led the frustrated FNLA-Zaire advance 
on Luanda. At present, Caxito and the province of Bengo symbolize the de- 
termination to build something new in Angola, honoring the heroes of 1975. 


As early as the end of the month of October, Provincial Commissioner Manuel 
Lopes Maria (Xi Mutu), a member of the Central Committee of the MPLA, was 
already busy traveling from one place to another at the wheel of a 4L. He is 
a short man, lean of physique and with graying hair. The province he heads 
was once a part of the province of Luanda, in connection with which there are 
some ambitious development projects. Among the medium-term plans is the con- 
struction, from the ground up, of a new provincial capital. For the time 
being, there are more immediate tasks, specifically repairing the generators 
which supply Caxito with electrical energy, completing the premises which 
will accommodate the ANGOP [ANGOLAN PRESS AGENCY] branch office, and coordi- 
nating and promoting agricultural production and marketing. 


Cemetery 14 


In order to reach Caxito, one takes the road leading north from Luanda. One 
passes through Gajajeira, an important commercial zone, now well-known be- 
cause of the Sao Paulo market, where the law of supply and demand reigns 
supreme. 


Beyond Gajajeira, on the left, lies Panga-Panga, a great timbering area. 

Then one crosses a railroad line (linking Malanje and Dondo), and sees, on 
the right, the Cuca brewery, a mixed economic unit which, I am told, is 
affiliated with a Dutch firm. Nocal is the other brewery. Despite the 
efforts to supply the market, beer is one of the products which is involved 
in speculation. However, when Angolans meet to celebrate something, it flows 
copiously. 


Cemetery 14 is so called because it is located at the 14-kilometer marker. 
How many persons are buried there daily? A friend mentioned a number close 
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to 100. Many children die, despite the progress made in maternal-infant 
care, There are also many deaths from traffic accidents. The Prenda Hos- 
pital treats only accident victims. The people's police, which utilizes 
Honda motorcycles, Peugeot automobiles and sophisticated radar equipment, 
maintains close supervision of drivers, and violations are duly penalized. 
Their light-blue trousers and caps make these police easily recognizable. 


The road to Caxito is rather crowded. For this reason, we took a detour. We 
passed near the Kilolo mill, from which most of the flour supply for Luanda 
comes, and returned again to the main road opposite the CIMANGOLA. The 
Angolan cement enterprise has just emerged from a 4-month period of inac- 
tivity. <A general overhaul was needed. At a press conference, the director- 
general of the CIMANGOLA, Joao Henriques Garcia (Cabelo Branco), a member of 
the Central Committee, expressed regret that some departments have not paid 
attention to the reports about the situation at the plant. For a country 
like Angola, 4 months without cement has chain effects with a high economic 
cost. We were told that Portuguese enterprises operating in Angola have 
resolved the problem by obtaining their supplies direct from Portugal. 


Quifangondo 


A little farther on we encountered the first military check, before crossing 
the Cacuaco. There was another checkpoint in Quifangondo. It was there that 
the MPLA forces cut off the FNLA advance toward Luanda. A bridge in ruins 
bears witness to the intensive and decisive battle waged at that time. A new 
bridge leads to Porto Quipiri. Along the road markets have sprung up, sel- 
ling tomatoes, onions and other products. A bucket of tomatoes can cost 
1,000 kwanzas. The same is true of a small pile of onions. 


The Caxito Heroes Plantation (formerly named Tentativa) is divided by the 
main road. To the right is a large palm grove, and to the left a sugar 
plant, from which a sickly sweet odor emanates. Through the center of the 
plantation, an avenue of compacted earth, lined with palm trees and appar- 
ently uninhabited homes ("a Portuguese house, for certain”) climbs slightly 
toward a solid administrative services building. Farther on, in relatively 
modern premises, there is a nursing school. There is abundant water. Women 
wash clothing on the banks of the rivers or in the lakes. Some people bathe 
there. The standards of modesty here are not the Western ones. 


We gave children en route to school a ride. They have to walk several kilo- 
meters, carrying books and notebooks secured with elastic. When we were near 
Caxito, we picked up a group of older boys. They are in the fifth form. 

They study mathematics, natural sciences, language skills and drawing. At 
the edge of Caxito, beyond a final military checkpoint, a triangular sign 
indicated a fork in the road. My traveling companion told me that in 1975, a 
photograph of a CIA agent seen around the world was taken here. In that 
year, the United States bet on the FNLA and lost. 


Lelu Ngo Means “Just Today” 


she provincial party committee building lies to the right. It is guarded by 
a member of the ODP [People's Defense Organization] with a G-3. It was the 
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only one we saw in Angola. We proceeded down a corridor to the back part of 
the building. The only decoration was a pedestal draped with a red cloth and 
holding a bust of Lenin, against the wall. The leader of the Great October 
Revolution, in addition to being a figure of basic reference for the MPLA, 
has now become the subject matter for popular iconographers, those who work 
in ivory in particular. 


We were welcomed by Domingos Kisanga (Lelu Ngo), the coordinator of the Ideo- 
logical Area Department (DEI) of the Bengo Provincial Party Committee, in his 
office. He has a certain gleam in his eye and speaks without haste. 


We asked him what Lelu Ngo means. 


“It means many things,” he told us. “At that time we were being colonized, 
but we knew that in the future this colonization would cease to be. Thus 
Lelu Ngo, which means ‘just today." Each person chose his name. This was a 
name with a secret.” 


He also explained to me the meaning of Xi-Mutu, the name of the provincial 
commissar. Literally it translates “land-man,” meaning that “without man, 
there is no land.” 


Lelu Ngo then told me about the activities of the DEI with a view to "the 
transformation of the old man into the new man.” The political training 
courses are one of the factors in this transtormation. They are offered on 
various levels, including the Dr Agostinho Neto School, the Provincial Party 
School, study circles and the Political Training Center. 


He has no resentment toward Portugal, having “fought against a regime which 
oppressed the Portuguese people too.” He spoke of the Cubans: "The role of 
the Cuban comrades is unforgettable.” And he qusted Fidel Castro, who said 
“African blood runs in our veins.” 


When we were out in the street on the way to lunch, he said: “Great battles 
were waged here. Holden came here.” There is still evidence of machine gun 
fire. 


The Sandino House 


A young man brought us beer in an aluminum coffee pot--a boon on that hot 
afternoon. The menu was fried cassuco, beans and rice. Cassuco is a river 
fish of which the local people consume a great deal. The beans were tasty 
and I took two or three servings. Lelu Ngo volunteered to tell us of his 
life as a guerrilla fighter and MPLA official. He joined the guerrilla 
forces in March of 1961, as a member of the command in the First Military 
Region. He took his training at the Center for Revolutionary Training (CIR) 
in Brazzaville. He was born in Dembos, one of the cradles of the MPLA. 
Twice he went to Kinshasa, on long foot marches. He was wounded, losing his 
right hand, and captured in Golungo Alto, during an attack by the Portuguese 
troops on the barracks. He was a prisoner in N'Dalatando for 18 months. 
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"Il was released thanks to the intervention of the International Red Cross on 
26 October 1974," he emphasized. 


| indicated surprise when he told me that “if I am alive it is thanks to a 
colonel | met in N'Dalatando."” I asked if this colonel was a doctor. ‘What 
if | had been turned over to the PIDE [Police for the Control of Foreigners 


and Defense of the State]?" he asked, by way of clarification. 


He recalled his friendship with a captain by the name of Martins. “At the 
beginning I mistrusted him,” he said. He met him after he had been released. 
After a short time, he was saddened to learn that Captain Martins had died in 
a plane crash between Catete and Luanda. Lelu Ngo took a political training 
course in Moscow in 1976-79. He plans to go to Portugal during his vacation 
next year, and there he hopes to meet friends in the Portuguese military, 
although he does not remember their names. Our conversation lasted through 
the hot afternoon, around the luncheon table at the inn of the commissariat-- 
a pompous name for a modest infrastructure supporting the provincial commis- 
sariat. It was the old home of the administrator, a ground floor with a 
porch shaded by a mango tree extending across the front of the building. 
Framed screens on the veranda protected the house from mosquitoes. They 
honored me with a place at the head of the rectangular table, the only 
furniture in the room except for a half a dozen chairs. 


Before we left, he welcomed us to his home. It is an economically built 
house. Cuban cooperative workers introduced the model, which is known as the 
“Sandino house." He offered us chilled wine from the refrigerator, while his 
wife went about her domestic tasks. The people here live with doors and win- 
dows open. Despite its status as a capital city, Caxito is a small place, 
where the traditional clay construction is still seen. The people have a 
small hospital and other basic services. The tasks remaining are, however, 
great. And one of them is dynamizing farm production. It is this task in 
particular which is the main concern of Lucrecia Alfredo Antonio Domingos, a 
peasant woman who is an alternate member of the Central Committee of the 
MPLA. 
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ANGOLA 


DISSENSION WITHIN UNITA REPORTED 
Lisbon DIARIO DE LISBOA in Portuguese 7 Nov 83 p 24 


[Text] DIARIO DE LISBOA learned from a former UNITA 
member who deserted recently and:is living in the 
outskirts of Lisbon that UNITA is confronted with serious 
internal dissension whose development and consequences 
are currently difficult to predict. 


According to the information obtained, Brig Gen Jose Manuel Chiwale, the number 
two man in UNITA, was removed from all his duties in that organization and is 
presently being held under tight security at General Headquarters in Yamba. 


Chiwale, who with Savimbi had military training in China from 1966 to 1968, was 
accused by the leader of UNITA of “betraying his beliefs."* Savimbi also 
accused Chiwale of trying to set up a dissident movement within UNITA so he 
could eliminate him physically and then request aid from some Western European 
powers and the USA. 


In addition to Chiwale, other high-ranking officers in the military wing of 
UNITA (FALA) [Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola] were dismissed from 
their duties and detained. This was the case of Col Waldear Pires Chindondo, 
chairman of the so-called Revision and Control Commission of UNITA and the 
Commission on Order and Discipline in the FALA and the appointed Lieutenant 
Colonels Catari (accused of tribalism), Vicente Vihemba, Alberto Catabola, 
Catalaes (demoted to captain) and Nbunju Yaumba (demoted and replaced because 
of moral corruption and embezzlement of funds for personal use). 


Military Men Against the Politicians 
The same source said that months ago there was a growing controversy about 
Savimbi, accused by many military men of traveling abroad almost constantly, 


many times for reasons which had nothing to do with UNITA while they lived in 
the field, under extremely dangerous conditions “to steady the ship." 


Some of Savimbi's entourage have also been accused of an easy life, at times 
even a Luxurious one. 
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In addition, there is preat discontent in the FALA because of the measures 
taken by the UNITA leader against Chiwale and the other officers since, it is 
said, they were punished even though the accusations against them were not 
proved in the least. Savimbi even wants to have Chiwale shot because he now 
views him as a dangerous rival; he has not done so for fear of the reaction in 
the FALA where Chiwale enjoys unequaled prestige, in part because he and the 
group now in disgrace bear the great burden of the difficulties in the field 
and lead the struggle against the MPLA, the FAPLA [People's Armed Forces for 
the Liberation of Angola] on the ground. 


All these dissensions within UNITA started at its Fifth Congress in June 1982, 
in Mavinga, Cuando-Cubango Province, 


Although information on what was happening was scarce, last August the dissent 
in UNITA grew worse and everything indicates that it will continue to spread. 


The recent MPLA offensive was a major one and an ever growing number of UNITA 
soldiers say they are tired of the guerrilla war and see no practical results. 


Our informant stressed that the discontent of UNITA military men reached its 
height when Savimbi proposed the exchange of Czech technicians, who were being 
held prisoner, for English mercenaries held in Luanda. “Everyone realized that 
Savimbi and the other leaders were not the least interested in the fate of 
UNITA supporters who had been taken prisoner by the MPLA," said the former 
UNITA member now living in Lisbon who requested anonymity. 


"Official UNITA representatives in Lisbon enjoy broad protection and support 
from the Portuguese government apparatus. It is dangerous for a former UNITA 
member to speak openly," our interlocutor told us who then added stories about 
this protection and the names of individuals who move about Lisbon freely in 
UNITA's name. 


Despite DIARIO DE LISBOA's efforts to speak with UNITA's number one man in 
Lisbon, whose name, address and telephone number we have, we were not able to 
do so. Currently, he is abroad in London where, we suppose, he is using his 
Portuguese passport since he goes there fairly frequently. We learned at his 
home he is expected to return this week. 


9479 
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ANGOLA 


PLIGHT OF WRITER DETAINED IN JAIL WITHOUT TRIAL 
Lisbon A TARDE in Portuguese 18 Nov 83 p 3 


(Text] Fernando Costa Andrade, Angolan writer who dared to criticize the 
Luanda totalitarian regime, has been in prison without trial since the end of 
last year. This denunciation is being made by Amnesty International, an 
international organization dedicated to the defense of hunan rights. 


Costa Andrade, better known by Angolans as “Ndunduma" or "Trovejante," took 
place in the MPLA's guerrilla warfare before the territory became independent 
on ll November 1975. After that date, when the country’s government was handed 
over to that party of Marxist persuasion, the writer was appointed director of 
the daily newspaper, JORNAL DE ANGOLA, and, later, press secretary of then 
President Agostinho Neto, a position he held until the president's death in 
1979, 


About 2 years prior to that time, at the end of 1977, Costa Andrade wrote a 
satirical play entitled: "No Velho Ninguem Toca" ["The Old Man No One Cares 
Anything About"]. The “old man" in the play was President Neto, and the play 
satirized members of the MPLA, the only party in power, who were criticizing 
the head of state and the policy he was following. 


In August 1982, almost 5 years later, Costa Andrade wrote a new satirical play 
criticizing the regime of Jose Eduardo dos Santos, the new Angolan president. 
Although he had accepted the play on good humor, dos Santos was pressured by 
members of his regime to adopt a hard attitude toward those responsible. 


On 21 December 1982, Fernando Costa Andrade and two other members connected 
with the presentation of the play were arrested. In the case of the writer, 
the term of 6 months during which he could be held without formal accusation 
ended in June or July 1983. At that time his case was apparently turned over 
to the Popular Revolutionary Tribunal of Luanda, but, according to Annesty 
International, it is not known if Costa Andrade was informed of the precise 
nature of the accusations made against hin. 


Immediately after his arrest, Costa Andrade was taken to a prison in the 
district of Terra Nova in Luanda which had been inauvyurated in 1981. In tie 
beginnine, he was pernitted to receive the visit of friends, but, from about 


March 1983, he was restricted to only one visit per week fron his wife. 
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In the following month the writer became seriously ill, suffering from a heart 
problem and stomach ulcer in addition to nervous depression. Transferred to 
Luanda's military hospital, he remained there for 3 weeks before returning to 
prison where a number of other prisoners have been held for more than 3 years 
without trial. 


In a statement issued on this matter, Amnesty International confirms its 
concern over the fact that Fernando Costa Andrade has been held for more than 

9 months without trial and without his case being considered by an independent 
court. And it adds: “Amnesty International believes that he is a prisoner of 
conscience, imprisoned due to the peaceful exercise of his fundamental right to 
freedom of expression, guaranteed both by Article 19 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and Article 22 of the Constitution of the People's 
Alliance of Angola.” 


8568 
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ANGOLA 


BRIEFS 


MERCHANT SHIP STATISTICS--The review TRANSPORTES E COMUNICACOES [Transportation 
and Communication], the publication of the workers of that ministry, has in its 
most recent edition just published some figures on the operations of the 
commercial port of Luanda in 1982; it stressed a total profit of approximately 
889,020,000 kwanzas. Ship movements increased slightly in 1982 over the 2 
immediately preceding years, with 1,512 ships compared with 1,375 and 1, 342 
respectively in 1981 and 1980. Petroleum and its by-products continue to be 
the major products exported, with 268,372 tons exported, more than 81 percent 
of the total volume of exports. Only 30,172 tons of coffee, the second most 
important export, were exported for 9 percent of the total volume of exports. 
There has been a great increase in the major imports--petroleum and its 
by-products--with 208,183 tons imported. Manufactured items followed with 
69,828 tons (up 187 percent over last year), commodities and other food 
products with 61,933 tons (up 82 percent over last year) and chemicals with 
59,597 tons. In 1982, 1,512 ships entered the port of Luanda--305 under the 
Angolan flag and 1,207 under foreign flags. There has been an increase of 137 
ships over last year which is significant. This increase is due to the 
increased number of foreign ships, from 137 nations. The USSR ranks first for 
the number of ships, approximately 353, followed closely by Spain with 319. 
[Text] [Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 16 Nov 83 p 2] 9479 


PORTUGUESE OFFICERS TRAIN TROOPS--Portuguese officers released from active duty 
have been helping for the past few months in Angola to train troops in that 
country's armed forces. These officers are in the former Portuguese colony on 
contracts for stated periods of time, on an individual basis, which in no way 
involves government agencies of the Portuguese Armed Forces. These 12 
(approximately) are either in reserves or on extended leave (like 

Majors Sanches Osorio and Tome when they were based in Sao Bento.) Among the 
military technicians are Major Gil who headed the commandos during the 
decolonization period, mainly putting down the revolt by FLEC in Cabinda; 
Lieutenant Colonel Barata of the Air Force who had to join the reserves, 

Lt Col Arlindo Ferreira, a member of COPCON [Continental Operational Command ] 
who is a qualified instructor of helicopter crews and Lieutenant Colonel Abreu, 
from the Army's artillery division and a most distinguished technical expert. 
These and other Portuguese officers, released from active duty, who have 
cooperation contracts in Angola, were hired by a firm headed by Admiral Rosa 
Coutinho. When O JORNAL tried to obtain a statement from the former president 
of the Governmental Junta of Angola on this matter, we were told he was out of 
the country. [Text] [Lisbon 0 JORNAL in Portuguese 18 Nov 83 p 48] 9479 
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LUMBER PRODUCTION IN KWANZA-NORTE-~-Makiesse Antonio Didier, provincial head of 
EMPROF, [National Forestry Products Company] told ANGOP [ANGOLAN PRESS AGENCY] 
that EMPROF produced 167 cubic meters of lumber, 2,647 cubic meters of logs and 
2,444 bags of charcoal between January and October of this year. He also said 
that the technical-economic plan for 1983 called for 600 cubic meters of 
lumber, 12,000 cubic meters of logs and 2,600 bags of charcoal; only the 
latter, according to the estimates, will be met 100 percent while the goal for 
lumber and logs will be 45 and 50 percent fulfilled. Makiesse Didier added 
that his firm is affected by various negative factors which hinder production, 
such as the lack of trained personnel and basic equipment to guarantee reliable 
production plus the shortage of food for the workers assigned to the field. 
The EMPROF of Kwanza-Norte has a sawmill which produces lumber intermittently 
because of its age (20 years), breaking down more often than it is in 
operation. That official also said that the company's provincial management 
had already asked the general management to consider a new sawmill but it had 
not yet received any response. He said that, despite the firm's difficulties, 
this year's production figures were better than last year's. The EMPROF of 
Kwanza-Norte supplies the provinces of Luanda and Kwanza-Sul with logs while 
the timber and charcoal are only for its own province of Kwanza-Norte. 
Currently, EMPROF has 106 workers in the province. [Text] [Luanda JORNAL DE 
ANGOLA in Portuguese 17 Nov 83 p 3] 9479 


CSO: 3442/58 
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BOTSWANA 


BRIEFS 


RELATIONS WITH SA--London--Botswana's relations with South Africa had cre- 
ated several problems but it had a trump card: that of being a major 

export base, the FINANCIAL TIMES said here. In a special survey on Botswana, 
the FINANCIAL TIMES said the country was a base for exports to the rest of 
Africa from the European Economic Community and South Africa. South African 
attitudes were vitally important for Botswana, as its national economy was 
deeply integrated into regional structures dominated by and usually adminis- 
tered by South Africa. Politically, Botswana's position was the most deli- 
cate of all the Frontline states but its Government and people were prag- 
matic enough to understand the difficulty of their situation. The survey 
said Botswana was committed to its role as a haven for refugees, but it had 
been placed in a dilemma by South Africa's recent warnings that it would no 
longer tolerate even an African National Congress presence in neighbouring 
countries. "We don't harbour any ANC people here although we do have an 
open-door refugee policy,'' Botswana President Quett Masire said. Refugees 
were not allowed to attack their home country verbally, let alone physically. 
The South African stand was an alarming development "because we are the first 
country for refugees and we can only push them beyond Botswana if there are 
countries willing to take them". [Text] [Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
18 Nov 83 p 9] 


CSO: 3400/383 
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DJIBOUTI 


DONOR CONFERENCE AGREES ON $4 MILLION FOR DEVELOPMENT FINANCING - 
Paris LE MONDE in French 25 Nov 83 p o 
Article by special correspondent Jean-Claude Pomonti | 


Text | This tiny republic on the Horn of Africa scored a win at 
the "donor country round-table" meeting in its capital from 21 to 
23 November. Mr Hassan Gouled's government succeeded in getting 
commitments for sums amounting to more than $4million as financing 
tor development projects on a shopping list which had been deemed 
overly ambitious when the meeting began. 


Mr Bahdon Farah, Djibouti's foreign minister who chaired the con- 
terence, gave it as his opinion that an agreement in principle had 
been reached "on 70 percent of the sums sought and on 605 percent 
ot the projects proposed," and that "all the most important pro- 
jects" had been approved. Speaking at the closing session, Mr 
Christian Nucci, who headed the French delegation, called the 
meeting "extremely helpful," and mentioned a three-way bet "on 
contidence, on solidarity, and on the future." 


It everything goes smoothly -- beginning, of course, with the numer- 
ous feasibility studies involved -- Djibouti should be able to leap 
into a 5-year (1984-1989) development program which will be the 
more welcome in that its already fragile economy is defenseless 
against the tensions that rack the region. During the months -- 
perhaps years -- ahead, there will be much talk of geothermal energy. 
[The Djiboutians reckon that this resource should enable them, in the 
medium term, to increase their electric power generation, now dis- 
mally inadequate and very expensive, by 40 percent. Italy, the World 
Bank, the African Development Bank (BAD), OPEC, and the UN Develop- 
ment Program (UNDP) have already stated their willingness to advance 
the $10.5 million required to complete the second phase of the pro- 
gram; for the time being, France is not participating in the pro- 
sram, although it did conduct most of the research. 


Another major project, a cement plant with a capacity of 60,000 
tons per year, is going to get funding from Austria, a newcomer to 
Djibouti. Several countries and international organizations have 
undertaken to find the $16 million needed to complete the first 
phase of a third project: city planning for the Djibouti-Ville area. 
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Other projects -- expansion of the airport, improvements to the port, 
development of cattle-raising and fisheries -- were also approved. 
In all, of the 70 projects calling for a total investment of some 
$570 million submitted to the prospective donors, the only major 
project turned down had to do with secondary education. 


Twenty-six countries and 23 international organizations sent repre- 
sentatives. As a tuken of their heightened interest, the Americans 
read the gathering a message from President Reagan expressing his 
"best wishes for success." The French played a crucial role in both 
preparation for and conduct of this round-table meeting, which ex- 
nlains the presence of the French Minister-Delegate for Development 
ind Cooperation, Mr Nucci. The other donor countries -- by no means 
the least among them -- were the Arab States, led by Saudi Arabia, 
which, in addition, and on the fringes of the conference, made a 
$50-million commitment toward construction of a highway linking 

the city of Djibouti to Tadhourah. 


This round-table was the most important international conclave to 

be held here since this republic gained independence in 1977. To- 
day it boasts a population of some 30 million, and it is still host 
to a large French military base. 


6182 
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GABON 


~RESULTS OF AGROGABON BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING NOTED 
Libreville L'UNION in French 22 Nov 83 p 7 
[Article by Neltoh "New 4,500-Hectare ‘Oil Palm' Project at Kango" 


[Excerpt] The board of directors of AGROGABON [expansion 
unknown] met on 10 November under the chairmanship of its 
president, Mr Paul Kounda Kiki, who represented the 
government. 


During the meeting, the directors approved and adopted the 1984 operating 
plans for the 6,000-hectare “oil palm" project at Lambarene. Approval was 
made conditional, however, on release of the additional resources to be 
allocated from the government's budget. 


The board also gave the nod to the 1,500-hectare 'PALMEVEAS" [expansion 
unknown] project in the Moabi integrated operations zone. With regard to 
the latter, allocation of the governmental appropriation (approximately 
Fr CFA 340 million) to AGROGABON will require the Gabonese Government and 
the para-statal company to reach an agreement specifying the repayment 
schedule. 


In other matters, the board gave its agreement in principle for the integration 
ot the Mbindo plantation (PALMEVEAS) into the Lambarene-Makouke agro- 
industrial complex. From the legal point of view, the operation might take 

the form of a merger between PALMEVEAS and AGROGABON and could be accomplished 
by transferring PALMEVEA's assets and liabilities to AGROGABON. The general 
manager, Mr Andre Leroux, presented a report summarizing progress in 

operations concerning the "palm oil" project, the rehabilitation of the 

Mbindo plantation and the Moabi integrated operations zone. 


On the subject of problems relating to the downstream processing of the 
crude palm oil produced at the Lambarene-Makouke complex (distillation, 
refining, soap making), the board recalled its decision of 29 June 1979 that 
the distillation unit should be built by AGROGABON and took note of the 
considerable losses (about Fr CFA 2 billion)--greater, in fact, than the 
amount of investment required--that would be entailed on the operations side 
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by any further delay in establishing the unit. According to the board 
members, the unit is indispensable to the completion of the crude palm oil 
processing chain leading from the oil~-works to the refining unit. 


Given the urgency of the problems faced in the processing of crude palm oil 

and marketing of production--but without prejudice to the decision governmental 
authorities still have to make regarding the establishment of the 

integrated processing chain--the board adopted a proposal aimed at building, 

in the shortest possible time, a port storage facility at Port-Gentil to hold 
crude palm oil intended for export. Moreover, studies will be carried out 

at Makouke on construction of a bleaching and distillation unit intended to 
produce olein and solid oil (of the unrefined, bleached variety) from 

the crude palm oil, and a soap factory for production of hand-soap and 
household soap from the solid oil. 


In the event all the problems with implementing that decision are not resolved 
by mid-December 1983, the board members said, the board would hold an 
emergency session at the request of the general manager to take the 
appropriate actions. 


Palm Oil: Fr 300 Per Liter 


The board also turned to the matter of establishing the new price of crude 
palm oil, taking into account the general price trends. The initial sales 
price for crude palm oil had been set at Fr CFA 220 in April 1981. It 

was decided to increase the price by 36 percent. Thus, starting in 
November 1983, a liter will cost Fr CFA 300. 


With respect to the 4,500-hectare "oil palm" project in the Kango region, 
the directors approved sending the specifications on the project feasibility 
study to the Islamic Developmet Bank (IDB) following the latter's mission to 
Gabon. 


In addition to oil palm, the board examined AGROGABON's stock raising 
operations. In that regard, it approved and authorized its president, 

Mr Paul Kounda Kiki, to sign the special agreement between AGROGABON-Stock 
Raising and the J. Van Lancker Company for the realization and management 
of the cattle development project in the Ngounie province. This company is 
AGROGABON's Belgian partner in the Gabonese cattle development project. 


A loan agreement was negotiated providing for ADB [African Development Bank] 


to participate in the financing of a cattle raising development project 
(ranches in Nyanga and Lekabi). 


9516 
CSO: 3419/219 
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GABON 


~RESULTS OF STUDY OF BELINGA DEPOSITS DESCRIBED 
Libreville L'UNION in French 18 Nov 83 p 4 
[Article by J. B. "Fr CFA 3.3 Billion Study for Belinga"] 


[Excerpt] The opening of bids on the prospecting project to explore the 
mineral deposits at Belinga (Ogooue-Ivindo) began on 9 November 1983 at the 
Ministry of Mines and Petroleum in Libreville. The call for bids was made 
in July by the Gabonese authorities, and involves both Belinga and two 
areas less than 150 km from Belinga. 


In fact, those two areas are located at Nabeba (Congo) and Avina-Kokomeguel, 
straddling the border between the two countries, in addition to the Belinga 
site already mentioned. The European Investment Bank (EIB) has provided 
Gabon a loan totaling 2.5 million Account Units (CU), while the European 
Development Fund (EDF) provided Congo a like amount. 


As the total cost of the study comes to Fr CFA 3.3 billion, the remainder 
(Fr CFA 1.6 billion) has been provided by the EDF out of its regional funds. 
The program is for a 24-month study aimed at augmenting the extractive 
potential of those iron-bearing deposits, which would be shipped out on the 
Trans-Gabonese [Railroad]. 


In the immediate vicinity of Belinga, we already know there are 416 tons of 
ore with a 67 percent iron content and as much as 7 percent phosphorus 
content. The "recovery rate", according to Mr Paulin Ampamba Guoerangue, 
general manager of Mines and Gelogy, would be 0.58 percent; which means 
that to get 1 ton of ore one would have to move 1.5 tons of earth. 


This ore, once it is processed, will yield "sinter-feed" (minerals used for 
making fused conglomerates) with a 25 percent rock content. It is obviously 
to one's advantage in this domain to find very rock ore, cutting down 
profitably on industrial aggregation, a supplementary operation that is 
always costly. 


As for the phosphorus, which is an intrinsic and insoluble impurity found in 
the molecular state inthe ore, it is apparently present in densities 
comparable to what has been found at the rich Hammerchley deposits (Australia) ; 
this should not create any special problems with respect either to industrial 
processing or marketing. 
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GHANA 


GHANA TO FACE FOOD CRISIS IN 1984 
AB191240 Paris AFP in English 0836 GMT 19 Dec 83 


[Text] Accra, 19 Dec (AFP)--Ghana will face a food crisis next year, despite 
a government campaign that has turned 13 per cent of the land over to farming 
in 1983, agricultural experts say. 


According to these experts, a grain shortage of 450,000 metric tons (504,000 
short tons) is likely because of persistent drought and bush fires, and huge 
amounts of foreign aid will be needed to feed Ghana's 14 million people. 


The drought has been particularly bad in the north and centre of the country, 
where rainfall has been below average for several years, but the rain shortage 
along the coastal strip is a new and worrying development, the experts say. 


An overall rainfall of half the norm has meant that maize production in the 
north has plummeted from 800 to 480 kilos [(figure indistinct] to 1056 pounds) 
(ahectare 92.4 acres), and millet production from 555 to 360 kilos. Along with 
sorghum, these crops are Ghana's staple food. 


What little rain there has been has often come at the wrong time, leaving seeds 
unwatered during the crucial germination period. 


Drought also increases the danger of bush fires, which have devastated hundreds 
of kilometres this year. The risk is still great because the next rains are not 
expected for 6 months at least, but a United Nations reforestation programme in- 
corporating fire barriers is planned for next year. 


The government is planning to import more than 300,000 metric tons of grain to 
alleviate the food shortage, but Ghana's economic crisis means that it must 
still depend heavily on international aid. A total of 120,000 [no unit as 
received] of cereals has already been promised. 


The next problem will be handling the grain and taking it where it is most 
needed, sources say here. 


Transport expercs are wondering whether Ghana's two main ports, Tema and Takoradi, 
will be able to deal with such large quantities quickly enough, and whether it 
will be possible to get the food to the worst-hit areas, which are often the 

most remote. 
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In May, the government could not provide 60 lorries to distribute 13,000 metric 
tons of grain provided for Chanaian refugees thrown out of Nigeria. 


The malnutrition now endemic in Ghana could have even more serious consequences 
for it lowers resistance to other diseases. In October, an outbreak of yellow 
fever that spread to other parts of West Africa was believed to have started in 
northern Ghana. 


Moreover, the peasants could soon be so weakened by hunger that they no longer 
have the strength to go and pick their dwindling supply of crops. 


CSO: 3400/411 
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PNDC SECRETARY FOR INFORMATION INTERVIEWED 
London WEST AFRICA in English No 3459, 28 Nov 83 pp 2721-2724 


[Interview with Joyce Aryee by Nii K. Bentsi-Enchill; date and place not 


specified} 


[Text ] 


Q: Is the press to 

have a militant or a 

moderate role? 

A: I think it should 

be as militant, 

especially the gov- 

ernment press, as the 

people. I don’t see 

the press as outside 

the political institu- 

tions that we have. 

This is where I feel 

that people ought to realise that the role 
of the media differs from country to 
country. In a situation like ours when we 
need to conscientise people, and when we 
have an illiteracy problem, you use institu- 
tions like the media to do the conscientisa- 
tion. We use the radio, the press, the 
television to tell people or make people 
relate to what is happening, make them 
respond to the urgency of the problems 
that arise out of transformation. 

Q: Has there been any change in the 
relations between the state-owned media 
and the government since December 31, 
1981? 

A: I think that people in the state-owned 
media are beginning to appreciate their 
new functions. I think hitherto although 
they were state organs, they probably saw 
themselves as alienated from the state as 
most people were. But now I think they 
understand that they have a fundamental, 
positive role to play in the revolution. And 
they are responding, slowly, but with 
greater understanding than before. This is’ 
what makes some people think that they 
are either being gagged or censored be- 








cause, as far as a lot of people are 
concerned, criticising means being abusive. 
People can’t understand that criticism can 
be very constructive — criticising princi- 
ples and not personalities. Our press is 
really responding very positively. 

Q: If the media are accused of being mere 
mouthpieces of the government, what 
would be your response? 

A: Again, I would wonder what ‘“‘mere”’ 
and “‘mouthpiece”’ are supposed to mean. 
Because as far as I know if an institution or 
an organisation decides to have a paper, it 
is because it wants to use the paper to 
express its views and to have a link with the 
people. This is very basic, and this is what 
government newspapers do — they serve 
as the link to the people and then as the 
medium through which the government 
expresses itself. And now that they them- 
selves also feel part of the government, 
then they are really also in a way relating to 
the government and giving the covernment 
a feedback of what the sentiments of the 
people really are. 

Q: The speech by the PNDC chairman on 
March 6 indicated, among other things, his 
belief that the media had been hijacked by 
an aggressive ideological minority who 
were misrepresenting the revolution. 

A: I think it is useful to place the chair- 
man’s speech of March 6 in its nght 
context. It wasn’t as if it wasn’t a follow-up 
of events. I think what had been happening 
was that quite a number of people had 
fallen into the trap of just being ideo- 
logues, and using words without putting 
the correct explanations to the words. If 
you talk about neo-colonialism without 


31 








explaining what the real relationships with- 
in neo-colonialism mean, you have just 
used the word, you have probably sounded 
ternbly militant, but you haven't done 
anything for anybody, except perhaps cre- 
ate enemies since we have a lot of people 
who have a phobia about some of these 
words. 

If you explain the relationships, people 
can understand it and why it is necessary to 
create the conditions and institutions that 
will eradicate neo-colonialism. Again, if 
you use a word like multinational without 
explaining what it is and how it affects a 
country like ours, then you are just whip- 
ping up emotion without creating an 
understanding. This is what I think the 
chairman was talking about. Not that they 
should make a roundabout tum and not 
talk about such issues, but he wanted them 
to go beyond the mere use of words to 
creating a conscious understanding of what 
these words mean and why it is important 
to do something about these things. 

0: Some people nevertheless read the 
chairman’s words as an announcement of a 
certain pragmatism in the second year of 
the revolution. With the severe economic 
problems and the negotiations with the 
IMF, and the important role of the US in 
the IMF, as well as the internal problems 
of the revolution: the chairman’s state- 
ments suggested a certain toning down of 
the image of the revolution. 

A: I think part of my answer flows from the 
previous one. If taken out of context then 
you begin to use words like ‘toning 
down"’. But if you see the criticism as a 
purifying factor in the process of change, 
then issues like negotiations and the US 
don’t really matter. What is happening is 
that we are occasionally reflecting on the 
things we do, how they affect us, so that we 
can consolidate the revolution and move 
forward. 

Q: On the media’s role of giving feedback 
to the government of feelings in the street, 
if there is demoralisation in sections of the 
population in the face of hardships, some- 
times a perception of political incoherence; 
or the effect of indiscipline by individuals 
in the armed forces (one has heard reports 
that in Kumasi, for example, that this 
indicipline is said to be responsible for the 
disaffection of some of the people there), 
how do you assess the performance of the 
media in this feedback role? 

A: You talked about the demoralisation of 
the people. It is useful to stress all the time 
that Ghana's hardships are the result of 





many years of mismanagement and corrup- 
tion, etc., and there is no way there can be 
a sudden switcharound. Even before things 
get better, one would still have to contend 
with hardship because then one would be 
doing the sort of things to avert further 
hardship. 

Secondly, I think indiscipline in the 
armed forces is always grossly exaggerated. 
I think the few incidents ought not to be 
used as the general case. This, in a way, is 
one of the chairman’s own complaints 
because if in isolated cases, the press keeps 
talking about ‘‘soldier jumps a queue”’ as if 
it is something that happens every day, you 
create and spread this feeling of indisci- 
pline. What happens is that even when a 
uniformed person is passing around, the 
sentiments felt towards that person are 
negative. So that even the performance of 
duties that would help the situation becom 
es a problem. 

You mention Kumasi. I think that 
Kumasi has a history of such problems 
anyway. There’s always a rather high level 
of combativeness Y4tween law enforce- 
ment and compli in a place like Kuma- 
si. Fortunately, now, things are getting 
slightly better there. I think when people 
have felt they can get away with a certain 
type of behaviour for so long, it is difficult 
for them to appreciate that things are going 
to change no matter how long or how 
difficult it will be. 

One of the ways the feedback can be 
done is to really isolate the instances and 
people who do it, and place it in its proper 
context. You really will not be doing much 
of a service, in terms of getting an improve- 
ment, if you create the kind of conditions 
which seem as if everybody, in the police 
or the military, is doing things wrong. You 
have to balance this against the way they 
perform their normal duties. Perhaps even 
use it as a way of making people aware that 
people are also supposed to comply with 
certain basic rules of society without which 
there is only chaos and anarchy. 

This way the press will be playing a very 
useful role, not only in reporting these 
idlated instances, but also relating them to 
issues that we are dealing with. 

Q: How do you relate the principle of 
democratisation to the measures taken 
against Kojo Yankah and Yakabu Dadink- 
ai? 

A: Are you saying that democratisation 
means just being allowed to do anything 
you want? First and foremost, let’s under- 
stand that editors are appointed by govern- 
ment, and the appointing authonity is the 








only one that can relieve you of your 
services or whatever. We also know in 
reality that every employer has his own set 
of regulations which you have to follow. If 
you don't, if you are considered not to be 
performing your functions creditably, that 
employer has the nght to dispense with 
your services just as the employee has the 
nght to leave the job if he feels that the 
employer is not responding or that he 
doesn't have job satisfaction. 

On the instances you cited, I don’t think 
it’s very useful to take those measures as 
the determining factor of relationships. 
You have to look beyond the particular 
instance that led to the action. 

Q: What explains the difference in the 
operation of the media between Apni and 
October. There were a lot of statements by 
workers, would-be politicians, students, as 
well as statements by members of the 
government opposing or defending the 
budget. In October came the devaluation 
(or “unification” of the exchange rate), 
and the nse in the pnce of petrol, beer and 
cigarettes, but no official statements — 
apart from Mawuse Dake. What explains 
the difference in political conditions? 

A: First and foremost, the budget was a 
major policy, introducing fundamental 
changes to our financial management. We 
needed to get people to really understand. 
You will recall last December we talked 
about a recovery programme. The budget 
was the fiscal policy of that programme. 
The amount of activity was a result of just 
how fundamental the changes were. In 
October one was not making any new 
policies, one was just managing a budget 
that had been put in place. 

Whereas in the past governments did not 
review budgets as they went along, we felt 
it was our responsibility to see that we did 
not go far beyond an acceptable deficit. 
Every budget has a deficit. The problem 
arses when you veer away from the deficit 
vou programmed and create conditions for 
another crisis when you read your next 
budget. We didn’t want that kind of thing. 

The budget talked about bonuses and 
surcharges. The bonuses were being paid, 
but the surcharges were going to be col- 
lected by the banks when goods started 
arriving. The rate at which goods were 
arriving was slow, whereas the rate at 
which we were paying those who were 
exporting was fast. So there was a discre- 
pancy. One had to make sure that govern- 
ment financing did not unduly suffer. So 
one thought of increasing government re- 





venue by putting more tax on some of the 
fast-moving items like beer and cigarettes. 

The unification, too, was important be- 
cause one had the double rate so that the 
lower rate was to affect goods with high 
social value, taking care of part of the 
hardships that people would face if we 
went straight to the real exchange rate that 
we wanted. When we felt that we could 
absorb most of these things, it was felt that 
the unification was necessary. The food 
situation had improved considerably, and 
people didn’t fee! that the unification was 
going to affect them so adversely. 

Q: There was some coming and going 
about what the petrol situation was, a 
difference between what people in petrol 
queues felt, and what the government was 
saying. 

A: A number of factors were at play. First, 
there was a problem with the refinery. At 
the time it was closed down, our stocks of 
refined products was not so high, and we 
anticipated a closure of not more than a 
fortnight. This did not happen, and we 
depleted our stocks. Also the delivery date 
of crude that we were expecting went 
‘beyond what we thought. In order to avert 
a situation where we would run dry, we still 
had to distribute a minimum to make sure 
the flow was constant, if low. Then when 
the refinery reopened there was another 
problem -— a gas leak, an explosion — 
which also meant the refinery couldn’t 
function. All these things were unantici- 
pated. We knew we would have to shut 
down in October so we had programmed 
the purchase of finished petroleum pro- 
ducts, we had placed the orders for a much 
later date, hoping we would have enough 
until we closed down for the six to eight 
week maintenance period. All these little 
things prolonged the period of minimum 
supply. 

Naturally, in a situation of trustration, 
people tend to prefer speculation to the 
truth: if it can’t be this, it must be that. In 
fact, later on, we were accused of explain- 
ing too much. Somebody said ‘‘Why 
doesn’t Appiah Korang keep quiet, the 
petrol isn’t there, so why doesn’t he keep 
quiet?”’ Yet we are trying to move away 
from a situation where we don’t say any- 
thing. 

Q: In a situation of foreign exchange 
problems, what is the desired role of the 
private press? 

A: It ought to see itself as part of the 
process of transformation. I think being 
private does not mean you are not part of 


the Ghanaian community and that you 
don’t desire change. | think the private 
press ought to stay and he!p with the 
conscientisation programme we are doing. 
Perhaps even play a better role. Here again 
I go back to the misconceived notion that 
you are a better paper if you are abusive, 
rather than criticise constructively. I think 
we have a little history of that. 

In a situation of scarce foreign resources, 
just how many can the system support? I 
think that is the more crucial question than 


what the private press should do or 
whether they should be around. 


Q: In these circumstances, must the private 
press not be an Opposition press? 
A: If they feel like being an opposition 
press, they don’t have to be. If you own a 
private press, I certainly hope that people 
don’t open private presses because they 
want to be on the other side of government 
all the time. We have known instances 
where coincidentally, certain private press- 
es have been in opposition to government. 
But there are also numerous instances 
when private presses have been in favour 
of whatever government is there. The 
private press do not have to be in opposi- 
ion. It’s a matter of their own conscience. 


: I was thinking of the case of the Free 

Press, and what the situation is with the 
owner (Tommy Thompson), the editor 
(John Kugblenu), and correspondent 
(Mike Adjei). 
A: Here again, I think sometimes we make 
a mistake of drawing conclusions: a lot of 
people seem to think the owner and editor 
are in custody entirely because of what 
they wrote. As far as I’m concerned, their 
being there has nothing to do directly with 
what they wrote, but that it was part of a 
larger issue of a systematic destabilisation 
programme that seemed to be around. It 
may have been reflected in what they 
wrote but I would rather see this as a 
coincidence. 


The position with that press also is that it 
was the workers who said they closed it 
down. The government has not said it has 
closed down the press. I think there is a 
distinction between when the workers out 
of their own demands do something, and 
when the government as a matter of policy 
does something. Drawing the distinction is 
very useful. For example, during the May 
incidents of student-worker confronta- 
tions, everybody thought that the students 
were capable of thinking and taking an 
action in support of the government. When 


the workers took an action, they had been 
told by the government to do so; but when 
the students took an action against the 
government, they alone did it. It’s useful to 
draw the line, because we've ail got brains. 
Q: There are material constraints for the 
government agencies carrying information 
to the people. What is the perspective? 

A: The government is very much alive to 
that problem, so this year it has spent a 
considerable amount of money on that 
sector. So already this year, I would say 
broadcasting alone had $7.3m., which is 
very sizeable given our scant resources. 
Graphic, Times, Publishing Corporation, 
GNA and so on, the sector had over $8m., 
apart from what GBC had to spend. I think 
that $16m. for the information sector is 
very substantial. This may be the first 
government since the initial days of our 
independence to spend so much money 
putting the information sector on sounder 
footing. For the first time in many years, 
the Graphic is going to be able to put its 
commercial section into use again, which 
means it can “cross-subsidise” the produc- 
tion of the newspaper. Government think- 
ing is that you don’t want to run the paper 
at a loss, but you can at least provide a 
service and balance it with the commercial 
section. 

Q: What do you think is the image of the 
PNDC abroad? 

A: I think to a large measure the foreign 
press has not given as fair a presentation of. 
issues in Ghana as it should have. I will 
admit that part of it is our fault, because a 
lot of people have felt unable to get 
information from the correct sources. Part 
of it also is that some people are so 
prejudiced against the changes going on in 
the country that they are only willing to 
publish the worst. There are a number of 
instances when some publications have 
touched on incidents that occurred early 
last year, and made people feel that it was 
something that was still happening — 
harassment, for example. 


The prejudices come from a very 
warped notion of democracy. We 
get to a stage where we even torget, 
that most of us in the Third World, 
especially those of us in Africa, most of our 
problems arise out of an unresponsiveness 
to institutions that were introduced as a 
result of colonialism. Most of us are now 
properly forming political institutions and 
structures. If you consider the way Africa 
was balkanised, we never really had the 
opportunity to evolve political systems that 
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fit into the modern state. We are now 
doing it, and for that reason we are going 
to go through the same changes that 
Amenca and Europe went through when 
they were setting up their own institutions. 


Q: What is the message that the informa- 
tron services are to carry to the people of 
Ghana in this stage? Is it still the advance 
of the national democratic revolution? 

A: Yes, the national democratic revolution 
is central. What it means is that we are at a 
Stage when we are consolidating at the 
national level; determining our national 
pnonties; we are building on national 
institutions; we are trying to work out 
national work ethics; we are trying to look 
into national cultural institutions; a reas- 
sertion of ourselves as a people. This way, 
too, people would not have the phobias 
they have about ideologies; as if ideologies 
by themselves are what make a develop- 
ment process. 


Q: What about the democratic aspect? 

A: I think that is vital in the sense that, 
again, if you see democracy in its true 
‘sense, what you're really talking about is 
that you don’t want a situation where 
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people feel completely alienated from the 
centre — the government. What you're talk- 
ing about is that everybody feels he has a 
role to play, in what even happens at the 
centre; and that decisions emanating from 
the centre affect us positively and even 
generate the kind of activities that will 
push us forward. 

I think also talking about the national 
democratic revolution, it is also very useful 
to stress that there is absolutely nothing 
wrong in asserting our nationalism. No 
country thrives without it. Even business- 
men when they invest outside, aside from 
their pockets, they think of the well-being 
of the nations they come from. National- 
ism is basic to development, and very basic 
also to the kind of economic secunty that 
we are all looking forward to. 


Q: How basic is democracy? 

A: Democracy is a natural concomitant. 
Sometimes we ought to ask ourselves do 
we use democracy as if it means next to 
anarchy — you get up and you do what you 
like — or are we talking about issues that 
affect decision-making? What we are 
trying to say is that the making of decisions 
is the concern of all of us. 








GHANA 


BRIEFS 


NEW ROAD OPENED--The Chairman of the Provisional National Defence Council 
(PNDC) recently opened the new 25km. Accra-Nsawam asphalt road constructed 
by Swedru Contractors at a cost of ¢30.5 m. Flt-Lt. Rawlings commended the 
workers and contractors for the good work they had done in the face of 
difficulties and hoped that other contractors would emulate this example. 
The Chairman pointed out that the construction of the road was an indication 
of the PNDC's commitment to modernise most major trunk roads in conformity 
with development needs. "Plans are already afoot to asphalt the whole 
stretch of road from Nsawam to Kumasi in recognition of the economic impor- 
tance of that trunk road, which is a vital artery in the road-network of this 
country," he said. [Excerpt] [London WEST AFRICA in English No 3459, 

28 Nov 83 p 2775] 


SFC VESSELS LACK FUEL--Four vessels of the State Fishing Corporation (SFC) 
have not been to sea since the middle of October because of lack of fuel. 
They are M/TR Sheketeh, M/TR Drabon, M/TR Asubone and M/TR Tono. A fifth 
vessel the M/TR Ayensu also docked at Tema, because of a shortage of fuel, 
after making a catch of 100 tonnes. The PEOPLE'S DAILY GRAPHIC further 
revealed that a little quantity of fuel in M/TR Checheku which is currently 
undergoing repairs will be drained into M/TR Ayensu to enable it to go back 
fishing. The SFC currently operates only the five vessels, and according 
to a source the whole fishing industry was allocated with 100,000 gallons 

of fuel which was inadequate because one SFC vessel needed 70,000 gallons 
of fuel to make one fishing trip. It was therefore likely that the SFC 
would not have fish for sale during the Christmas holidays. [Text] 

[London WEST AFRICA in English No 3459, 28 Nov 83 p 2775] 


GOODS PRAISED BY ECOWAS TEAM--Seven exportable Ghanaian products have been 
accepted by an ECOWAS market survey team for supplies to various interna- 
tional markets. The products are common salt, chocolate, timber, wood 
based products, treated wooden poles for electricity and telephone wires, 
heavy duty battery chargers and ceramics. According to a statement issued 
by the Ghana Export Promotion Council in Accra, the response received from 
the prospective buyers of these products was so encouraging that "Ghana 
would in no time penetrate these markets" and also expand her share of 
existing markets. The survey, financed by the International Trade Centre 
in Geneva, Switzerland, had its members drawn from the Ghana Export Promo- 
tion Council and the exporting community comprising the Cocoa Processing. 
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Company, Woody Ltd., Automatic Alarms and Controls and Dual Wood Treatment 
Company. The survey took place between February and September this year and 
the team also travelled to Nigeria, Benin, Togo, Upper Volta, Mali, Liberia 
and Sierra Leone. The statement revealed that Ghana was the leading exporter 
and traditional supplier of salt to the Upper Volta market. [Text] [London 
WEST AFRICA in English No 3459, 28 Nov 83 p 2774] 


ORGANIZATIONS TO FACE TRIBUNAL--Six public organisations in the Eastern 
Region were due to appear before the Public Tribunal recently for defaulting 
on the payment of workers" contributions to the Social Security and National 
Insurance Trust (SSNIT). The organisations are the State Construction Cor- 
poration (SCC) which is ¢15m. in arrears; the Ghana Sugar Estate Ltd. at 
Asutsuare, ¢7m.; Seed Gardens ¢3.9m.; Eastern Regional Development Cor- 
poration, ¢1.2m; Hotel Eredec ¢lm. and the State Housing Corporation 
¢250,000. Mr. Thomas L. Agawu and Mr. Ampadu, regional and district managers 
of SSNIT, told the PEOPLE'S DAILY GRAPHIC that the management of the Trust 
had decided on this line of action because none of the organisations had 
approached the Trust to negotiate for a settlement of the arrears. The 
managers said similar action would be taken against other private employers 
who were also in arrears to the Trust. [Text] [London WEST AFRICA in 
English No 3459, 28 Nov 83 p 2774] 
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GUINEA-BISSAU 


PRESIDENT RETURNS FROM TRIP TO CUBA 
Bissau NO PINTCHA in Portuguese 29 Oct 83 p 8 


[Text] Division General Joao Bernardo Vieira, Secretary-General of the 
African Party for the Independence of Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde (PAIGC) 
and president of the Revolutionary Council, returned to Bissau yesterday 
after a 10 day trip of work and friendship to Cuba. He went to Cuba at 
the invitation of Fidel Castro. 


Upon his return, Nino Vieira classified his trip to Cuba as "good", 

and said the conversations he had with his Cuban counterpart regarding 
cooperation between the 2 countries were good. It is known that the two 
governments are interested in developing relations in the area of health 
ane education and at the same time hope to broaden cooperation in the 
areas of fishing, forestry and phosphates. 


President Nino Vieira said he did not give Castro the "Amilcar Cabral 

Medal", the highest decoration given by Guinea-Bissau, because the Cuban 
leader expressed an interest in receiving it in our country. It is hoped 
that Castro will visit our country during his next trip to our continent. 


On his way to Cuba, President Nino Vieira stopped on the Islanc of Sal, 
where he met with Cape Verdian president Aristides Pereira. The 2 heads 
of state discussed the up-coming "Summit of Five", and confirmed its 
realization in Bissau between December 13 and 15. 


Benghate Na Beate, a substitute in the Political Bureau and in the 
General Staff of the Peoples Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARP), Filinto 
Barros, the Minister of Justice and Alexandre Nunes Correia, Minister 
of Information and Culture were part of the presidential delegation. 
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GUINEA-BISSAU 


CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED AGAINST ECONOMIC CRIMES 
Bissau NO PINTCHA in Portuguese 29 Oct 83 p 8 


[Text] The Ministry of National Security is continuing to give special 
attention to the campaign against speculation, corruption and economic 
crime. 


The National Department of Economic Crime has spared no effort in the 
fight against these crimes which lately have received the attention 
and condemnation of the highest officials of the Party and State. 


Earlier this month, this vast campaign, Viriato Pam, ex-solicitor general 
of the Republic and presently a juridical advisor of the National Bank 

of Guinea-Bissau was arrested. He was charged with monopolizing a large 
quantity of medicine of unknown origin, illegal trade and price specula- 
tion. 


The accused worked with 2 intermediaries, Una Tamba and Fernando Cubala, 
who were also arrested. They sold sugar-cane whisky and import-quality 
wine in bulk for 300,000 PG and 250,000 PG per liter, respectively, to 
the people in Jugdal and Bissa. The arrests of these 2 led to the arrest 
of Viriato Pam. 


A source close to the National Department of Economic Crime said that 
there are still on-going investigations on the actions of other similar 
groups. There are signs that other illegal activity of this kind could 
put the national economy in jeopardy. 


The same source stressed that "in spite of the warnings and measures of 
punishment that have been announced, cases of economic crime continue to 
be carried out against the interests of our people. For this reason we 
have unleashed a plan to action at all levels, whose primary objective 
is to defend the goods of the State." 


Another source in the Department of Economic Crime stated that because of 
the nature of these crimes, “although investigations continue, we have 
facts in our possession which make us think that the objective is not only 
that of enjoying higher profit..." 
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[VORY COAST 


SCOPE OF FRG-LVORY COAST COOPERATION REVIEWED 
Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in French 22 Nov 83 p 12 


[fext]| Lt today the Ivory Coast is one of the Third World countries that are 
very advanced economically, this is largely due to the Federal Republic of 
Germany. With bilateral loan commitments totaling 458.2 million DM (68.73 bil- 
lion CFA tranes), the lvory Coast--taking its population into account--is near 
the top of those countries having priority with respect to the Federal Repub- 
lic's cooperation with the developing countries. In addition, the Ivory Coast 
is also indirectly receiving German financial resources through multilateral 
Organizations, such as the World Bank, the African Development Bank or the 
Luropean Development Fund, to which the Federal Republic is one of the princi- 
pal contributors. 


Although German tinancial aid has first of all essentially benefited infrastruc- 
ture modernization (harbor construction at San Pedro and Abidjan), today the 
priority 1s given to plans tor promoting the country's small and medium-sized 
industries and to modernizing agriculture. For that purpose the federal gov- 
ernment in Bonn, among other things, has placed credits at the disposal of the 
Lvorian development banks BIDI [Ivorian Bank for Industrial Development (in- 
dustry) and BNDA [National Agricultural Development Bank] (agriculture). 


Plans tor-improving the water supply and electrifying rural regions are other 
sectors to which priority has been given. In doing so, regional imbalances are 
being taken into account (promoting the North; expanding the grazing economy, 
ete.) The Ivory Coast is benefiting from German credits under particularly ad- 
vaitageous conditions (50 years' duration, J0-year deferment, 0.75 percent in- 
terest rate). 


\ large part of the technical cooperation measures between the two countries 
are concentrated on increasing cattle-raising production in the northern part 
of the country. Among the most important projects, among others, in the agri- 
cultural sector are: aid in expanding and modernizing the bovine breeding 
station and slaughterhouse at Ferkessedougou as well as the Korhogo veterinary 
laboratory; support in fighting the tsetse fly; and sending experts, for exam- 
ple to the ministry responsible for animal production, for advice on invest- 
ment and to train native specialists (encouraging professional training schools 
tor engineers, electricians, etc.). 
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The prominent place occupieu by the training of technical personnel and tech- 
nical cooperation staff is not limited, however, to training in the country it- 
self. Talented young people who are Ivory Coast natives are also offered the 
possibility of acquiring, in renowned companies or in professional and spe- 
clalized schools in the Federal Republic of Germany, the intellectual skills 
necessary for their future professional life, or the opportunity to improve 
their competence in their chosen field. In addition to the federal government, 
the various federated regions, the private economy and numerous private German 
institutions or organizations devoted to development aid are also supplying re- 
sources for that purpose. 


Especially called upon in this context are the foundations and the two large 
German churches which are also, in part--alone or jointly with the federal gov- 
ernment--are devoted to all kinds of development projects in the Ivory Coast. 

In doins so, they give preference to measures in the health field, village de- 
velopment and adult training. The Community for Work to Aid Development (AGEH), 
which is Catholic, and the Overseas Services (which is close to the protestant 
church), have detached experts to the Ivory Coast. 
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IVORY COAST 


PROBLEMS IN DOMESTIC ECONOMIC SECTOR DISCUSSED 


Paris LE MONDE in French 1 Nov 83 p 12 


[Text] The “Ivory Coast miracle” is fading. From the winning of indepen- 
dence until 1976, the country has maintained a sustained rate of expansion 
based on agriculture. It experienced 3 years of madness, between 1976 and 
197%--a kind of oil syndrome without oil, but with coffee and cacao instead, 
making financial commitments which it will today have to keep. 


With the drastic decline in export income in 1980, the Ivory Coast embarked 
upon a cooling period. Investment expenditures dropped from 430 billion CFA 
francs in 1980 to 313 billion in 1983. It is estimated that this program 
will be only 60 percent achieved. The debt service, representing 14.7 per- 
cent of the export income in 1978, reached 39 percent in 1983, with a total 
of 415 billion CFA francs. This burden will not begin to be reduced, it is 
reported, until 1986, the year in which the effects of the “cooling period” 
should make themselves felt. 


In 1982, the Ivory Coast had to turn to lenders (Stabilization Fund, IMF) in 
order to meet its commitments, since fiscal income covered only about a third 
of this debt. The proportion will be the same for 1983. But despite the 
pressure from certain private banks, the Ivory Coast is continuing to make 
payments. Jt has decided not to ask for the consolidation of its debt. 


The reduction in investments, and measures to effect savings or increase 
income (very expensive gasoline, increase in the price of electricity and 
various base products, review of scholarships and housing allocations for 
government employees) are causing social discontent. The resurgence of ban- 
ditry which targets and worries the white quarters in Abidjan is without a 
doubt an indication of it, although the authorities in the Ivory Coast like 
to see the hand of Colonel Qadhdhafi in this phenomenon. 


Another danger lurks for the Ivory Coast. During the "mad" years, the finan- 
cial institutions favored the construction explosion above all, and sought 

their profits in investments not all of which are tools for development in an 
African country. Today, they are fearful to the point of restricting suppliers' 
credit, which the country needs to guarantee a minimum of balance, too harshly. 


Finally, the remarkable political stability of the Ivory Coast is based on 
the presence of a single man, President Houphouet-Boigny, who has thus far 
been successful in limiting the discontent due to the “situation,” as the 
saying goes in Abidjan. 


5157 
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IVORY COAST 


DIVERSIFICATION OF DOMESTIC AGRICULTURE DESCRIBED 
Paris LE MONDE in French 1 Nov 83 pp 11-12 
[Artic le by lacques Grall 


[Text] Syvlla Mamourou is a modern old man. He has a goatee; his eyes dart 
constantly here and there, beneath a curious purple hat; and he wears a sort 
of orange caftan with full black trousers drawn close around the ankles. He 
emerges from his 4L (because he is a modern planter), but he carries a 
machete lighter than the traditional tool, because of his age. His identity 
card says he was “born in 1922" in Mali, but he believes it was in 1915. 


He cultivates 40 hectares, including four in coffee and perhaps an equal area 
in cacao. “I don't know how many. I have never measured." His operation is 
in Ayenona, near the subprefecture of Aboisso, not far from the boundary with 
Ghana. This is a famous frontier which leads some observers to say that not 

all Ivory Coast production is domestic. "Well you see, the boundary is arti- 
ficial. On each side, one finds the same ethnic group.” 


These days this planter is taking the advice of the development company, the 
SATMACI [Technical Assistance Company for the Agricultural Modernization of 
the Ivory Coast], cutting back the coffee plants and using improved cacao 
seed. He works with his son and between 6 and 10 immigrants from Mali, whom 
he pays between 15,000 and 20,000 CFA francs per month (300 to 400 French 
francs). He has built a concrete terrace for drying the coffee and a kind 
of kiln for drying the cacao beans. 


He is following the advice, but not all of it, and, a true peasant, he adapts 
it. As a result his cacao will perhaps have a rather smoky taste; he con- 
tinues to insist on mixed fields (coffee and cacao); and he cannot make up 
his mind to cut down a huge kola nut tree which provides too much shade for 
his cacao plantation, because the nuts from this single kola tree bring in 
40,000 CFA francs. 


On the other hand, Sylla Mamourou is in agreement with the development 
company when he devotes as much attention to his food crops, and even live- 
stock breeding, as he does to his income crops. How many, on the contrary, 
insist on relying solely on these latter crops, believing they can feed 
themselves from the plus-value obtained? 


There are few beans for shipment. The season is running late because of the 
drought which, together with brush fires, will mean a small harvest in the 
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Ivory Coast for this year--October 1983 to September 1984: only 350,000 tons, 
according to official estimates. The cacao trees, 2 to 2.5 meters tall, the 


younger ones planted in rows, with their trunks as silvery as birches, are 
sad to see. The leaves, as long as one's hand, green on the younger trees 
and lavender~pink on the older ones, need water. 

We visited the southern part of the Abengourou cacao circuit. In the outer 
areas, and in the new sectors in the east extending to the port of San Pedro, 
the situation is perhaps less difficult. This is the reason for the uncer- 


tainty as to the exact volume of the future harvest. 
Lack of Sun 


Sylla Mamourou's yields are low. The reason is the lack of sun. The fields 
of his neighbor and friend Fatagoma Bamba, who was like him born in Mali, 
get more sun and are better. Last year he harvested 2.5 tons of beans from 
2.5 hectares. One ton per hectare is a good yield. Fatagoma Bamba began as 
a worker for 2 years for Sylla Mamourou. Then the former prefect gave him 
the land he works today--9 hectares of forest reserve belonging to the self- 
governing community. 


According to the principle of “land to the individual who works it,” the 
foreign planters are now more or less integrated in the host ethnic groups. 
For a long time, the right to cultivate land was regarded as a means of com- 
pensating for labor. But in the eastern section, there is no more land 
available, and while there still is in the west, one comes up against the new 
Ivory Coast farm policy, to wit a prohibition on further cacao planting. 
However, like his neighbors, Fatagoma Bamba would like to expand. 


In the Ivory Coast, a veritable race for land can be seen, because with the 
perennial crops, this right of usage is in the process of becoming a market~ 
able commodity, a veritable right of ownership. And as the image of land 
ownership comes ‘rom high up, since President Houphouet-Boigny, who ran as a 
“planter” in the elections, demands that his ministers and high officials set 
a good example and be planters too, it is natural that the peasants of the 
Ivery Coast seek to control the land, even if the areas acquired and the 
manpower costs do not make possible the rational and intensive cultivation of 
cacao plantings. 


There is a slight tendency, not yet dangerous, toward large estates. One can 
find planters with 600, 1,000 or 1,200 hectares. But the farm structure re- 
mains profoundly peasant-oriented. About a quarter of the cacao plantings 
are found on areas of less than 2 hectares, a half on areas of between 2 and 
5 hectares, and a fifth on areas of between 5 and 10. There remain perhaps 

5 percent which are "large operations,” which also, some sources say, provide 
5 percent of the production. 


Again in the Aboisso region, another planter, Siriki Berte, also complains 
about the lack of sunshine limiting his yields. However, he has taken up 
chemical treatment. He uses gramoxone for weed control on his 8 hectares of 
cacao plantings. This is no minor effort, because the water necessary for 
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spraying must be hauled by truck. The technician who accompanied us, happily 
surprised by the way this operation is maintained, suggested to the planter 
that he see the subprefect and apply to have a well drilled. “But,” Mr 
Siriki Berte warned him, “I would perhaps no longer use these products if 
prices stay so low.” According to him, 500 CFA francs would be a good price 
per ton of cacao. It has remained at 300 francs for 3 years, while the 
costs and wages above all have increased during this period. But whatever 
the case, he too would like to expand his plantings. 


Since 1981, expansion has been officially prohibited. Now the seed fields 
are continuing to produce. What should be done with the cacao pods? Re- 
placement alone does not suffice to use up the production, which would then 
be used as a marketable item. But they say at the SATMACI, which only 
“advises” perhaps a third of the planters, "if the other peasants are 
determined to expand, they will do so. Then it would be preferable to 
provide them with selected pods, since they can already be found on the 
vegetable materials market, without any guarantees.” 


We come back to the land problem. “The fellows have preferred to exploit 25 
hectares without much work or treatment than to work 4 hectares intensively.” 
There is another undesirable aspect of this situation. Profits, when there 
are any, are not reinvested in agriculture. In this regard, Sylla Mamourou 
is an indicative example: he invested in land and today has four “conces- 
sions” in Abidjan, Bassam, Aboisso and in his native land, Mali. “The 
rentals will provide for my old age,” and that of his three spouses too, no 
doubt. 


Food Crops 


The halting of the expansion of cacao plantings does not however mean a halt 
to farm expansion in the Ivory Coast. The stress is being placed today on 
food crops. The secretariat of state in charge is to be raised to minister- 
ial rank. Food crops are both complementary to and competitive with cacao. 
The technical improvements made by the advisory companies for income crops 
should also serve to benefit food crops too, but this concept of transfer 
remains controversial. One can grow plantain (frying bananas) along with 
cacao, as the former crop serves to protect the young cacao plants. It is 
also possible to intercalate plantings of corn or rice. 


As to competition, it is in fact working in favor of food crops today, since 
their prices are increasing because of popular demand, although less rapidly 
than consumer prices because of the withholding and storage effected by the 
middlemen. However, the Ivory Coast had to import food products worth 

$77 billion CFA francs in 1982, while according to a recent statement by the 
president, “60 billion of this could have been local products.” 


To achieve this, the stress has been placed on rebalancing the savannah and 
forest zones, and settling village populations in the north which are at- 
tracted by the image of the plantations and the big city. This is being done 
in particular through the development of food crops, but also cotton and 
Sugar cane growing. The ambition of the government of the Ivory Coast goes 
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far beyond self-sufficiency. The minister of agriculture even speaks of 
South-South trade, with the further development of livestock breeding, in 
other words, supplying neighbors in the Sahel, in fact. 


This would be possible if the farm population does not age too much. The 
return to or retention of young people on the land has become a national 
priority. There is more talk than actual achievement of it. An integrated 
development program, breaking with African bureaucratic habits, was awaiting 
signing in the Office of the Minister of Finance. It calls for the assign- 
ment of 10 or so groups of young farmers, already recruited, to farm enter- 
prises which will combine perennial crops, for a guarantee of income, with 
food crops, to guarantee supplies, but also fishing and livestock raising, 
for additional income and national self-sufficiency. Included in this 
program is a wise complex of incentives, not to be confused with “gifts,” 
with the manna from the government which sustains a welfare mentality in a 
country of which President Houphouet-Boigny would like to make a nursery for 
entrepreneurs. 


The movement has begun, but it may now find itself faced with the contradic- 
tion of the countries where development has begun--a kind of African-style 
dual society, with a local elite, a peasantry staffed and productive, while 
the others are left to themselves. Today the bourgeoisie in power, which 
sometimes exercises a paternalistic authority over the local development 
companies, has not yet forgotten its peasant origin. The political cadres, 
who are the sons of planters and often planters themselves, thanks to the 
will of the owner state, are still concerned with the fate of the peasants. 
But what about tomorrow? Mightn't the social contempt for the “dolts” in the 
savannah area be extended to the peasants in general? 


As in Atrica as a whole, the peasants do not really have any negotiating 
power, for lack of suitable structures. This is a paradox when we realize 
that the increasing power of the chief of state in the 1950s was the product 
of a union organization of planters. The cooperative movement is still too 
inarticulate and more often than not controlled by the prefectural authority. 
This is a decisive aspect of economic life in the Ivory Coast for the future, 
because it does not suffice to base the development of the state on peasant 
labor. It is further necessary for the conditions for the renewal of this 
activity to be guaranteed. Otherwise, no more cacao. 


5157 
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[VORY COAST 


AFP REPORTS ON POWER RATLONING PROBLEMS 
AB151043 Paris AFP in French 0902 GMT 15 Dec 83 


[Text] Abidjan, 15 Dec (AFP)--Due to the drought in Ivory Coast for the past 
year, the hydroelectric dams are dry and electricity supply has become increas- 
ingly scarce, an unprecedented event in this highly industrialized country. 
Power has been cut for 2 hours a night over the past few weeks, and outrages 
are now becoming longer and more frequent--9 out of 24 hours in some areas-- 
and they now also take place during the day. 


The rainy season, which corresponds to summer in Europe, was not at all 
sufficient this year, and it followed a particularly hard dry season. Thus it 
was almost inevitable that the reduced rainfall beginning in May would become 
worse by the beginning of 1984, reaching what some experts have called alarm- 
ing dimensions. 


According to them, the dams were only operating at 30 percent of their 
capacity at the beginning of this month. Hydroelectric plants are expected 

to produce only half of the country's power needs next year, instead of the 80 
percent they usually provide. 


For .a long time Ivory Coast, a coastal country with heavy rainfall as opposed 
to the landlocked Sahel countries, counted on hydroelectric power to meet its 
increasing energy needs. 


Today some painful revisions have to be made. The Ivory Coast Electric Power 
Company [EECI] has had to reopen the thermal plant in Vridi (an area in Abidjan 
near the sea) and it has been operating at full capacity for the past few months 
at a monthly cost of 1.3 billion CFA francs. This represents a considerable 
amount for a country in which export earnings, primarily from coffee and cocoa, 
have dropped greatly and which is presently facing serious economic and finan- 
cial difficulties. 


The EECI has also decided to buy gas turbines with a total capacity of 100 
megawatts and it is hoped that these turbines will be installed in 1984. 
According to reports, several countries are ready to finance the purchase of 
these turbines by transferring to the purchase the amounts that were pledged 
for the financing of the hydroelectric dam in Soubre, in the western part of 
the country. 
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[his project was to be completed in 1988 and cover the country's energy needs 
until 1990. Its cost was estimated at $650 million. 


The drought plus the country's difficult financial situation have led many 
observers to believe that this project will be postponed. 


In the meantime, the Ivorian Government has called on everyone to be patriotic 
and help conserve as much power as possible since hospitals, the airport and 
various priority service will get continuous power supply “to the extent 
possible," it was stated early this month. 


According to the power authorities, the industries cannot be left out of this 
load-shedding measure. This has caused much concern among some business 
circles as to the effects these outrages will have on the smooth running of 
their enterprises in such a difficult period. 


ivorian authorities have on many occasions over the past few weeks contacted 
the industries here and enjoined them to purchase generators, review their 
work schedules and organize themselves to save as much power as possible. 


For the public, the shock is sometimes great--many avenues are without street 
lighting during the night. The lack of elevators is being cruelly felt in 
many skyscrapers over 10 stories high in the business district. The air in 
these buildings is sometimes nearly unbreathable since the windows, which were 
built for continuous air conditioning, cannot be opened. Everywhere, people 
are buying kerosene and gas lamps and candles. 


CSO: 3419/235 
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IVORY COAST 


AUTHORITIES DETAIL PLAN ON POWER CUTS 
AB181045 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 1245 GMT 17 Dec 83 


[Text] Ivory Coast is currently facing great power-supply problems. All 
Ivorians must have noticed this recently. Power cuts are the order of the day. 
In order to explain the reasons for the cuts, Mr Konan Lambert, director general 
of the Ivory Coast Electric Power Company [EECI] which has monopoly over power 
supply, recently gave a press conference in this connection in which he explained 
the reasons for the outages. The hydroelectric dams on which the Ivory Coast 
counted are no longer operative, some of them have even been closed down. In 
order to remedy this situation, the EECI intends to buy gas turbines. 


The EECI director general also announced during this press conference the 
publications of a planned power outage distribution program in order to permit 
consumers to make the necessary arrangements. The full text of this power 
outage distribution program was published this morning by the daily FRATERNITE 
MATIN. Here are the major outlines for the city of Abidjan. 


First, in the industrial areas--Vridi, Yopuogon, Koumassi--there will be a 
total power cut from 1800 to 2300. 


Second, the commercial and office areas--Plateau, Zone 4 and the Port, the 
administrative towers--will experience total power cuts from 1900 to 0/00 the 
next morning. During the week power cuts will rotate among the different 
areas from 2300 to 0500 in the morning. 


Third, in the residential areas--Port Bouet, Koumassi, Treichville, Cocody, 
Adjame, Yopuogon, Riviera and Abobo--during the week power cuts will rotate 
among the areas from 2300 to 0500 in the morning. There will also be total 
power cuts in these areas from 0800 to 1200 and from 1500 to 1800. On Satur- 
days, power cuts will rotate from 0000 to 0500 and total cuts will be from 0800 
to 1200. Finally, on Sundays and holidays power cuts will rotate from 0200 

to 0700. 


The EECI also reminds the public that this planned power outage distribution 
plan is valid for the cities in the interior of the country. 


CSO: 3419/240 
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IVORY COAST 


POPULATION'S APPROVAL OF CRIME-FIGHTING MEASURES PRESENTED 
Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in French 17 Nov 83 p 9 


[Article by Jean-Baptiste Akrou: ''Joy and Hope Among the Bouake Population: 
Atter the National Council's Decisions" ] 


[Text] Of all the important decisions taken last week in 
the National Council, the one involving the fight against 
banditry was especially applauded by the population of 
Bouake. 


Bouake, a crossroads city, is in fact a converging point 
for immigrants coming by train (from Upper Volta) and by 
automobile (from Ghana and Mali) to add to the number of 
nationals from the North, East and West. Acts of vandal- 
ism and brigandage have increased in recent years. To 
measure the degree of hope some people are feeling, we 
met with several representative elements of the socio- 
professional classes most affected by the bandits' 
malevolence. 


Sangare Ibrahima, contractor and owner of the Center Metal Furniture Workshop: 
"IT am very satisfied with the measures announced by President Houphouet-Boigny. 
Everything we are undertaking is in the country's interest. Therefore it would 
be desirable for us to be able to maintain security. You see, we are afraid 
when we go to the bank to make a withdrawal, because in Bouake the bandits 
often attack people, even at home." 


Kaba Mamady, an attendant at the Nimbo Mobil station, just where one enters 
Bouake, coming from Abidjan: "We are happy with the idea that a fierce fight 
is going to be waged against bandits, because they have annoyed us very much in 
the past. We can't work in total tranquillity; also we have to close the sta- 
tion at 2100 at the latest. This is unfortunate for travelers who arrive here 
at night and can't fill their tanks. This is a disgrace for a big city like 
Bouake, which is a big crossroads. 


"Unfortunately, we can't do anything about it; we would rather keep the gaso- 
line in the drums than hand it over to thieves. We have already been attacked 
three times. The first time they broke the office windows so they could crack 
the safe. The other two times they came to take the receipts. The police in- 
vestigated, with no results so far." 








Mr Tazi, a Lebanese wercnant, applauds the taking of the initiative against 

the upsurge of criminality: "We are now going to be living in peace, and this 
is comforting. This motivates us in our work. The problem doesn't involve 
just our receipts: we deplore the lack of security that prevents us trom going 
Out at night. People nave begun to be afraid, and to arm themselves." 


Dadie Clement, head of security at the Bouake RAN [Abidjan-Niger Railway Aumin- 
istration] station: "We applaud these measures. Here, when trains arrive, 
there are bandits who grab the passengers' bags. Recently, when I was on night 
duty, [| was informed by the security agent in kan of the presence on train S01, 
trom Abidjan, of questionable individuals. I immediately advised the police 
and the gendarmes. | 


A tew minutes later | saw the locomotive arrive without the cars. The conduc- 
tor explained to me that the train had been attacked between kan and Bouake. 
When we went over the premises with the police, we found that two of the cars 
were open. They contained bales of empty bags. So we greet with a great deal 
of hope the measures aimed at tracking the bandits down," 


El Hadj Coulibaly Siriki, a wealthy farmer who lives in Sokoura, near the house 
of the wealthy merchant whose son was recently beaten up at home during an at- 
tack by pandits: ''My joy is indescribable at the idea that we are going to 
make Lite hard tor brigands from now on. My family and I have become anxious. 
We were going to bed at night, but we were not sleeping. We have been afraid, 
because thieves might arrive with no warning. 


"They cold-bloodedly beat the son of the merchant next door. kLvery night, we 
barricaded ourselves. In addition to the metal gate that was closed, we 
doubled the shutters on the doors. 


"We are awaiting the entorcement of these security measures with a great deal 
of hope." 


8946 
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[VORY COAST 


BRIEFS 


FRANCE DONATES VEHICLES--The fight against banditry in the Ivory Coast is one 
of the greatest concerns of the authorities of our country and particularly 
that of the head of state. The head of state stressed this during the previous 
National Council meeting and promised the people that within 5 months the Ivory 
Coast would be rid of banditry. It is this preoccupation, endorsed by France, 
that has motivated the French Government to present to our country today 85 
Peugeot 504 diesel vehicles. The vehicles were presented to the National 
Gendarmerie. According to French Ambassador Michel DuPuch, this gesture per- 
fectly falls within the context of the country's fight against banditry. 
Receiving the keys to the vehicles from the French ambassador to Ivory Coast, 
Defense Minister Konan Bani said this gesture by France is laudable and touches 
the hearts of Ivorians. It is worth noting that this gift by France is preceded 
by that of the Lebanese community which, also preoccupied by the same concern, 
presented to our country, notably our security forces, 20 Honda vehicles and 
20,000 liters of fuel. [Excerpts] [AB192125 Abidjan Domestic Service in 
French 1930 GMT 19 Dec 83] 


UNION BAN LIFTED--The president has decided at last to lift the ban against 
SYNARES (African Union for Research and Higher Education), as well as the sus- 
pension order against SYNESCI (National Secondary School Teachers Union). As 
of now, both trade union organizations may resume their activities. [Excerpt] 
[Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in French 13 Nov 83 p 12] 8946 
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LIBERIA 


RELATLONS WITH SOUTH KOREA STRENGTHENED 
Monrovia NEW LIBERIAN in English 21 Nov 83 pp l, 6 
(Editorial: “A Timely Visit"] 


[Text] A visit of Foreign Minister T. Ernest Eastman to the Republic of 
Korea at the invitation of his Korean counterpart, Won Kyung Lee, marks 
another milestone in Korean-Liberian relations. 


These relations started blossoming since the Liberian leader, CIC Samuel 
Kanyon Doe, paid a state visit to that Asian country in May 1982, at the 
invitation of President Chun Doo Hwan. 


Although Korea is thousands of miles away from Liberia, the peoples of both 
countries, most especially government officials and business executives, are 
getting closer more and more for the benefit of the two nations. 


Evidence of this could be seen through numerous technical assistance which 
Korea has given Liberia by training a number of Liberians in Korea in the 
areas of rice production, agriculture mechanization, livestock breeding, 
acquaculture, shipbuilding, to mention a few. [as published] 


Also, the honour bestowed on the Liberian leader by the Seoul National 
University by conferring on him an Honorary Doctorate degree, and the setting 
up of the first Liberian Embassy in Seoul with a Resident Ambassador, under- 
score the importance both countries attach to these relations. 


In fact, it is reliably learnt that the Korean government will shortly 
respond to Head of State Doe's request for medical supplies for the 
J. F. K. Medical Center in Monrovia. 


While in Korea, it is expected that Minister Eastman will use the oppor- 
tunity to request the Korean private sector to participate in Liberia's 
four-year development plan, which comprises various socio-economic and 
industrial development projects. 


Liberia is one of Korea's major trade partners in Africa. The trade volume 
between the two countries has increased tremendously in the past two years. 
Hence, Liberia has been invited to participate in the second Seoul Inter- 
national Trade Fair which is scheduled to take place next year. 
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The two countries have shared experiences in mutual cooperation in the 19 
years of diplomatic relations. 


In the words of President Chun Doo Hwan when he received the first Liberian 
Ambassador to Seoul: "These Friendly relations between our two countries 
have been remarkably strengthened since the state visit of your young, 


dynamic leader, Chairman Samuel Kanyon Doe." 


The four-day visit of Minister Eastman is sure to yield good dividends and 
further strengthen the friendly ties between Liberia and Korea. 


CSO: 3400/387 
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LIBERIA 


PUBLIC CORPORATIONS SEEKING TO UPGRADE SUPPLY SYSTEMS 
Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 9 Nov 83 p 4 
[Editorial: "Redeeming Grace"] 


[Text] EARLY IN THE year several Public Corporations came under fire and some 
found themselves on the brink of dissolution because of what appeared to be 
their failure to provide adequate and satisfactory services to the public. 


PRINCIPAL AMONG THESE corporations were the Liberia Electricity Corporation 
(LEC) and the Liberia Petroleum Refining Corporation, (LPRC). The Board of 
Directors of both of these corporations were dissolved and, at one point in 
the year, there appeared to have been serious plans to turn them over to pri- 
vate management. 


IN THE CASE OF LPRC, it demonstrated a lack of ability to meet the energy sup- 
plies of the Local market while LEC said it suffered power shortage because 
LPRC was not keeping up to its obligation to supply it with the necessary 
petroleum product to keep all LEC's turbines running. Consequently, Monrovia 
found itseit experiencing an embarassing period when fuel shortage led to 
energy rationing. 


ANOTHER DRY SEASON is around the corner and, from all indications, it is like- 
ly to be a very dry one which would occasion the shutdown of the Mount Coffee 
Hydro from a period longer than usually anticipated. 


THE QUESTION WHICH comes to the minds of the public and all those who depend 
Largely on electricity to transact their businesses, is whether these two cor- 
porations are preparing to meet the eventuality come February and March or are 
they waiting for the crisis to creep upon us before they begin to act? 


WE DO NOTE some encouraging signs from LEC to upgrade and improve their 
electricity supply system. Throughout the year they have been busy installing 
new power lines and putting up new sub-stations designed to regulate the flow 
of electricity and effectuate the reliability of its supply. 


JUST YESTERDAY IT was revealed that LEC had been given a $19.4 Million loan to 
further improve and upgrade the system. Most of the transmission lines carry- 
ing 69 kilo volts from Monrovia to Robertsfield are to be replaced by steel 








lattice; it will also build indoor substations in outlying areas such as 
Robertsport and Klay. 


THAT SOME PUBLIC corporations are indeed seeking to upgrade their supply sys- 
tem in order to give adequate and continuing service to the communities they 
serve is evident by this type of positive demonstration. It indicates that 
the leadership of such corporation has the interest of its customers at heart 
and that some definite measures are being laid down to arrest any inconveni- 
ences the customers may have been heretofore experiencing. 


WE DO NOT know what steps are being taken by LPRC to ensure the sufficiency of 
petroleum products on the market for the use of LEC and the Public, but it is 
without doubt that it is doing everything possible in order not to repeat the 
experience of February and March of this year. 


IN A DEVELOPING country where such major utilities are dependent on import, 
planning, experience and proper scheduling become necessary for constant flow 
of material and supplies. They also become essential safe-guards for further 
investments and international commerce. 


If LEC CONTINUES to upgrade its system and by so doing increase its reliabil- 
ity and delivery mechanism, it would serve as a redeeming grace in a period 
when other corporations are faltering and clinging to their corporate exist- 
ence by a thread. It is time that other corporations begin to devise meaning- 
ful plans and summon the will to execute them, thus revitalizing the corpora- 
tions and providing the country with the needed service and material expected 
of them. 


CSO: 3400/3711 
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LIBERIA 


FOLLED COUP PLOT AGAINST DOE DISCUSSED 


London WEST AFRICA in English No 3459, 28 Nov 83 p 2716 


[Article by Eddie Momoh|] 


[Text } 


LIBERIAN Head of State, Samuel Kan- 
yon Doe, announced on Monrovia radio 
last week that a plot to overthrow him 
involving several leading members of his 
ruling People’s Redemption Council 
(PRC), had been foiled. He said the first he 
knew of an attempt to unseat him was on 
November 14 when an army officer he 
named as Captain Johnny Herring (said by 
Libenan sources to be a close fnend of 
army commander Thomas Quiwonkpa) 
reported to the government that leading 
officers were planning a coup. In the 
broadcast, Doe quoted Capt. Herring as 
saying a foreign embassy was aware of the 
plot and had promised money and arms. 
He did not name the embassy. 

In another broadcast later in the week, 
the Liberian government declared the 
Soviet Ambassador and the Ghanaian 
chargé d'affaires in Monrovia persona non 
grata. The government said the two men 
had engaged ‘in activities incompatible 
with their diplomatic status”. The radio 
named the Soviet ambassador as Mr. Ana- 
toly Ulianov, and the Ghanaian chargé 
d'affaires as Mr. Peter Sackey. The radio 
gave no other details. In another broadcast 
the same day, Head of State Doe disclosed 
that an armed gang had killed at least five 


people in the Upper Nimba country, north 


of Monrovia, and at least another five 
people were reported wounded. He said 
troops were already being despatched to 
the area to restore law and order adding 
“the situation is under control. We ask all 
our people to remain calm and go about 
their daily activities’. 

Those named in the alleged coup plot 
include Major Moses Dupoh, a top PRC 


adviser, who the government said had 
solicited and received funds to help ca 
out the pilot, Colonel John Noah, PR 
advisor and head of logistics of the armed 
forces, and Lieutenant-Coloneis Thomas 
Tieh Freeman and John Tamba Bengol, 


General Doe said Herring also named 
Major Kolonko Luoh Deputy Agricul- 
ture Minister and Mr. Harry Yuon, 
managing director of the Liberian Elec- 
tricity Corporation, among those party to 
the plot. Other alleged participants in- 
cluded the managing director of Parker 
Paints Industry and his wife and a former 
radio manager of ELBC. At least 12 
people were arrested among whom, the gov- 
ernment claimed, were the leading aileged 
plotters. As we went to press, the govern- 
ment has specifically named Quiwonkpa as 
the ring-leader of the plot, which was to 
have been carried out on November 20. 
One unconfirmed report said Head of 
State Doe had summaniy dismissed and 
arrested Brigadier-General Joseph Fanga- 
lo, the Nimba county superintendent who 
had shortly before the reported shooting in 
Nimba, criticised the government’s ban on 
rice importation, a traditionally sensitive 
issue (see Dateline, page 2776). A govern- 
ment statement later on Monrovia radio 
warned senior officials against making re- 
marks which confused the public or stirred 
up anti-government feeling. 

Meanwhile, the Liberian leader has 
announced that a thorough investigation 
would be made into Capt. Herring’s allega- 
tions, and said that those already being 
implicated would be given a fair tnal. He 
shed no light on the possible motives for 
the plot. But Libenan political watchers 


CSO: 


indicated last week that the latest troubles 
in the country may not be unconnected 
with the apparent unease and uncertainty 
within the People’s Redemption Council. 
Last month, Doe reshuffled the PRC, 
bringing in a second Deputy Head of State 
and appointing a new armed forces com- 
mander. He also named Brigadier-General 
Thomas Quiwonkpa as the new PRC 
secretary-general but Quiwonkpa refused 
the job and was later sacked from the 
army. Doe imposed a ban on people 
visiting Quiwonkpa and threatened jail 
sentences for any official, civilian or milit- 
ary who violated his orders. He further 
instructed the Foreign Ministry to warn 
diplomats in Monrovia to have nothing to 
do with the former commanding general. 
Pressures from military and civilian repre- 
sentatives (including chiefs) for Doe to 
reinstate Quiwonkpa were abortive with 
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Doe reportedly insisti.g that Quiwonkpa 
must write and apologise to him before any 
remission would be considered. Quiwonk- 
pa did not budge. There was reported to be 
some unhappiness in the military in Mon- 
rovia and in some counties, especially 
among senior officers who were said to 
have made strenuous efforts to heal the 
quarrel between the two military leaders. 
This alleged coup plot is bound to 
affect the government programme of 
return to civilian rule in 1985. Although a 
revised constitution has just been officially 
endorsed by General Doe, the latest trou- 
bles might now give him an excuse to 
postpone the date of a return to democrati- 
cally-elected government. Whatever the 
outcome for the alleged coup plotters, a 
postponement of a civiljan rule may aggra- 
vate any immediate and long-term prob- 
lems of the governmenit. 








LIBERIA 


BRIEFS 


NETHERLANDS MILLING EQUIPMENT--The Liberia Produce Marketing Corporation 
(LPMC) has received new milling equipment worth $3.3m from Holland for the 
Foya oil palm project. LPMC has also received building materials and ac- 
cessories for the construction of a refinery plant at the Free Port of Mon- 
rovia to refine palm oil into vegetable oil. In an interview with the Daily 
Observer yesterday, the Managing Director, Mr. Alexander Jeffy, said the 
purchase of the milling equipment is the initial stage of LPMC integrated oil 
industry. Mr. Jeffy noted that the new equipment is to replace the present 
"rural kit mill", adding that the output of palm oil will be increased from 
one ton an hour to 10 tons an hour. He said the mill was bought by LPMC 
through a $5.5m loan from a "commercial bank" in Holland, and noted that it is 
capable of handling the capacity of the Foya oil plantation for the "next ten 
years". [Joseph Toe] [Excerpt] [Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 16 Nov $5 


p lj 


ECU OLL, PALM PROJECT GRANT--A grant of 1.6m. ECU is to enable the continua- 
tion for a two-year period of the Butaw oil palm project. The objective was 
to establish an oil palm estate of 3,035 hectares and 320 hectares of small- 
holder plantings, rising to 2,020 hectares over time, at Butaw in Sinoe 
County. [Text] [London WEST AFRICA in English No 3459, 28 Nov 83 p 2761] 
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MALI 


OrPICIALS PRESENT AT OPENING OF UsSk ‘CULTURAL DAYS" EXHIDITION 
Bamaxo L'LSSOR in French 1 Nov 83 p o 


{Article by Cheickna iamalle] 


{fext] In his speech of welcome at the opening of the USSX ‘Cultural Days" exhibi- 
tion, Soviet Ambassador Malik Fazlov said: "The ‘Cultural Days' exhibition of the 
USonx in ali provides testimony to the excellent relations existing between the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the Democratic Union of the tialian People 
and between the Soviet and Malian people." 


Replying on behalt of Mali, Akhounder Sanan, minister of industry, said: "Mali, 
like the USSR, remains profoundly attached to peace, and I hope that the ‘Cultural 
bays' of the USSR exhibition will contribute to this cause." 


It was with this warm exchange of speeches, followed by an energetic handshake, 
which received extended applause from those in attendance, that Akhounder Sanan, 
minister of industry, officially opened the ‘Cultural Days' of the USSR exhibition 
in siali. 


Among the eminent Malian and foreign personalities attending the evening reception 
inaugurating the exhibition, we saw in the official box, alonyside Soviet Ambas- 
sador Malik Fazlov, Djalilov :Jirzamourad, an expert in natural gas and detroleun 
production; Zeinalov Adile, representative of the Muslim community; anc Verkilov 
Gamid, director of the visiting Soviet dancing troupe; members of the o.ficial de- 
leg,gation of Azerbaijan; and other Soviet ofticials who are now particularly well- 
Known to our public, tor whom they are the means of discovery of multi-racial and 
lmayinative Soviet culture. 


Azerbaijan, whose artists have the privilege this year of vuringing to life these 
‘Cultural Days,' is one of the 15 [as published] federated republics of the USSR. 
Located in the Caucasus viountains, Azerbaijan, whose great richness rests on pe- 
troleum and natural gas, is an old country devoted to raising livestock and cot- 
ton. The cultivation of cotton is one of the earliest recorded forms of agricul- 
ture in the Caucasus Mountains area. The Azerbaijanis are the only people speak- 
ins) a language of Turkish origin in this area of the USSR. 
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Presenting a spectacle largely dominated by dancing and traditional singing, the 
Azerbaijani artists knew how to bring to Mali this form of cultural originality, 
by dances profoundly rooted in their land, such as the dance of the shepherd. 
their performance was met with great applause, as was the performance of their ta- 
lented musicians. The public, which was discovering for the first time this music 
laced with “iddle Lastern rhythms, reacted with enthusiasm. however, the public 
reserved its strongest applause for the performances by jugglers and the particu- 
larly successful magicians, as well as the work of the excellent solcist from the 
vLaku Upera Company. 


we should note that the artists from Azerbaijan, who will be in iiali from 

Zo October to 4 lovember, have periorwed successively in Selingue (30 OUctoper) and 
in khalana (51 Uctover). Tney will appear at the People's Institute [Ipx] in kati- 
bougou tomorrow [2 November}. 


Llsewnere, the Soviet delegation, whose program includes courtesy visits to many 
Malian associations, including the AMUPI [expansion unknown], the ali-USSr 
rriendship Association, the UnTii [ational Union of malian workers], tne UnFri 
|.ational Union of malian Women], and the UhJii [National Union of tialian Youth], 
oS well as to various ofticial iialian personalities, has already met with Thianzie 
tolezovola, secretalry for information and culture of the BEC [expansion unknown]. 
thas happened at the reception offered on Friday 26 October by the Soviet ambas- 
sador at the Soviet Lnbassy, attended by the diplomatic corps and many invited 
guests. 
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MALI 


PRAQKE INTERVIEWED ON CEAO, ANAD, UMNOA SUMMIT MEETINGS 


v. ’ ry 


hanako ESSUR in French 5-6 Nov 63 p 3 


(interview with Brig Gen Moussa Traore, president of the Republic of Mali; date 
ind place not specified ] 


Text] The double summit meeting which has just been held in Ni- 
auey, the capital of Niger, made it possible for Mali and 

tor all of the countries which are members of the CEAO and the 
ANAD [Non-Ageression and Defense Aid Agreement] to review the 
accomplishments of the 10 years during which the sub-regional 
organization has been in existence. It also made it possible 

to take action to deal with the period when concrete achieve- 
ments will be recorded. These two summit meetings were the oc- 
casion for our entry into the West African Monetary Union [UNOA]. 


At the diplomatic level the chief of state had a number of meet- 
ings outside the summit conferences with high-ranking foreign 
dignitaries, including Presidents Seyni kKountche and Houphouet 
Joigny; the director of the BADEA [Arab Bank for African Economic 
vevelopment }; Claver Damiba, administrator of the UNDP [United 
Nations Development Program]; and Ambassador Courage, who is 

the french chief of mission in Niger. 


‘onday afternoon [31 October] the president of the republic and 
the delegation accompanying him returned to Bamaxo. The chief 
if state kindly agreed to grant an interview to the walian 
press, in which he gave his views on the results of the three 
Summit meetings held in Niamey, involving the CrAU, the UMOA, 
and the ANAD. 


suestion] vir President, you have just returned to Bamako after the summit meet- 
ings in Niamey. First of all, regarding the summit meetings of the CEAO and of 
ie AVAD, what are your impressions? 


| Answer] I have just returned from Niamey, where I attended the summit meetings of 
»f the CAO as well as of the ANAD. After these two summit meetings were over, 
there was reason to conclude that the results were positive. In fact, after 








nearing the report on the activities of the president of the Council of Min- 
isters and the report of the secretary general of the west African Economic Com- 
munity [|CLAO], there are grounds for saying that the community has taxen a major 
Step toward beginning to achieve community objectives. 


These achievements involve the CKES [expansion unknown] and the Textile School at 
Segou. Recently, a decision was made to construct a factory for the production 
ot railway cars at Bobo-Dioulasso with a branch in Dakar. Above all there was a 
resolution on the problems of self-sufficiency in food and particularly regardine 
Villave and pasture water systems and all other measures which should lead to the 
development ot solidarity within our community. 


[n connection with tne ANAD, we expanded the duties of our secretary general by 
addins a civil disaster structure to them. It should be understood here that this 
involves the assistance to be provided to the people wno have suffered trom na- 
tural disasters and particularly people in the Sahel area. As you may realize, 
there 1s a communique which was published after the meeting. The communique re- 
norts the allocation of a rather substantial amount of money to the countries 
which have suttered the most. If necessary, these countries could ask the secre- 
tary general ot ANAD to join in providing assistance to the people affected by 

a natural disaster. 


{(uestion] The summit meeting in Niamey also approved the entry of Mali into the 
UOA. what do you think of that? 


[Answer] when I thanked my colleagues who made this decision, I told them that the 
people otf my country and I myself very much appreciate this political decision 
which they took. 


[ wish that my compatriots would also understand that the fact that Mall has 

joined the UNOA is not an end in itself but rather a means for achieving our eco- 
nomic and social development objectives. It will be up to each one of us to nake 
a continuing effort to achieve our objectives. It is within a community like the 
JiOA that we can develop, and the way we develop can make us worthy of ourselves. 


fetore [| conclude, I would like once more to thank President Seyni kountche, his 
government, the Supreme Military Council, and the people of Niamey for the warm 
and traternal reception accorded to my delegation and to me personally. 
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MALI 


SIGNIFLCANCE OF SUMMIT MEETINGS DISCUSSED 
Bamako L'ESSOR in French 5-6 Nov 83 p 2 


[text] The meeting in Niamey that brought together seven heads of state 
from the sub-region for the summit meetings of CEAO [West African Eeonomic 
Community], ANAD [Non-Aggression and Defense Aid Agreement] and UMOA [West 
Atrican Monetary Union] was of the greatest importance to our country, 
both in political and economic terms. In addition to electing the chief 
of state as head of CEAO and ANAD, the member countries of UMOA accepted 
Mali as a member of the sub-regional monetary organization. 


Sustained cheering by a crowd of several hundred people in Niamey's imposing 
Congress Palace greeted Mali's return to UMOA. It was an event that could 
easily be described as "Mali's triumphal entry into UMOA" or a "dazzling 
victory." In reality, it marked the end of close to 3 years of laborious 
negotiations full of exciting twists and turns. Economic victory was 
already on the horizon, if not nailed down, several months ago, when the 

new leaders in Ouagadougou promised Upper Volta would no longer be opposed. 


We note, however, that according to Benin's President Kerekou, the new 
acting president of UMOA, the decision by the heads of state to admit 
Mali into their organization will not take effect until several technical 
pre-conditions have been fulfilled, and that could take several more 
months. 


Undoubtedly our return to UMOA is an economic event of far-reaching impor- 
tance, but it nevertheless arouses a mixture of hopes, anxieties and 
satistactions. In the 3 years that this problem has dominated the center 
staye of Malian economic life, many questions have been asked regarding 
conditions of membership and its effects on our daily life. 


What will this return to UMOA bring us? In what way could it change our 
lives, and how? What effect will it have on incomes and prices? These 
questions and many others Like them remain unanswered. For months they 
have generated discussion and debate and given rise to all sorts of 
speculations and calculations which truly reflect the anxiety of ordinary 
consumers upon hearing the most insignificant rumor supposedly originating 
from official sources. 
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In reality, this important new datum in our economic life will only be 
what we make of it with our own effort, our sactifices and our sense of 
national commitment in an international environment which is at least 
ditticult, if not hostile. This at least is the opinion of the head of 
state, who believes that entry into UMOA is not at all an end in itself, 
but rather a means to help us attain our economic objectives. Thus, 

the sacrifices that returning to UMOA might entail should be perceived 
as the price that must be paid to show our determination to surmount our 
economic problems and insure better tomorrows for ourselves. 


Although it will be some time before the consequences of our adherence 

{to UMOA] become visible, we already feel relief at seeing the satisfactory 
conclusion of initiatives we have been taking over the last 3 years, 
satisfaction at the prospect of henceforth conducting our economic life 

in a way that harmonizes with our immediate neighbors, and even the joy 
excited by the myth of the "Fr CFA." 


General Moussa Traore's personal victory was his election to be head of 
CEAO and ANAD. The head of state assumes leadership over these two 
organizations for economic and military integration at a time when CEAO 
is coming into an active and delicate phase, and when ANAD is taking 
some concrete steps. 


Merciless Test 


[he economic environment in which General Moussa Traore will have to 
function as acting president of CEAO is marked by the repercussions of 

the international economic crisis, which is felt most harshly by the 
developing countries. General Seyni Kountche, in his opening address, 
said that "the world we live in strengthens us every day in our conviction 
that the developing countries are being subjected to the merciless test 

of times, the most painful in their experience as nations." 


this situation has ramifications first of all on requirements for financing, 
which, according to the Nigerien head of state, "are continually growing 
in scope, while at the same time, transfers of foreign aid resources, 
the resources of the international financial institutions and those of 
the capital markets are continually shrinking, like a leather garment, 
or else they are tied more and more tightly to increasingly harsh and 
humiliating conditions." General Kountche's words reveal above all the 
absen-e of generosity in the relations between the rich and developing 
countries, an absence of generosity which is also increasingly affecting 
the international financing organizations. To this sad picture one must 
add the hostility of natural factors, the burden of the oil import bill 
and depreciation in the value of products exported. 


In the face of such realities, one would imagine that commodity action 
will have to be marked by an even greater spirit of solidarity, greater 
cohe sion and strengthened vigilance. In President Kountche's words, 
this test--"as unjust as it may be with respect to our right to economic 
and technological progress, must merely strengthen our motivation, give 
us an additional reason to close ranks to continue articulating our soli- 
darity and cooperation." 
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Vivorous Action 


In its lO years of existence CEAO has always been a fine example of 
cooperation and solidarity, which explains its very great vitality, which 
remains undiminished, despite all the hostile factors in the current 
international economic situation. Thus, first generation projects such 
as the regional solar energy center, the mining and geology school in 


Niger and the center for advanced management studies are under construc- 
tion and should be in operation in the near future. 


‘CEAO has also been vigorously engaged in efforts to improve our food 
supply situation. A village water program envisioning 2,600 water holes 
has been drawn up and is now under way with the signing of two financing 
agreements, one between BADEA [Arab Bank for African Economic Development ] 
ind Niger, the other between the Arab bank and Senegal. The signing of 
the conventions took place at the Niamey summit. The conventions provide 
for assistance totaling $10 million. 


In terms of regional cooperation, the results achieved by the member 
states of the community are no less impressive. Prwsident Kountche made 
this point in a succinct summary of CEAO's first 10 years. "We have 
systematically implemented a bold policy of cooperation between our six 
states and gradually established an organized trading area with such 
instrumentalities as the TCR FCD [Regional Cooperation Tax-Community 
Development Fund] coupling, whose originality and dependability have 
contributed so much to establishing our community on a sound foundation. 


While the idea of instituting a regional cooperation tax was strikingly 
original, the establishment of a solidarity and assistance fund remains 
the most stunning example of community spirit. That fund plays a funda- 
mental role in the life of the community through its support to our young 
economies, which rely heavily on financing measures from the developed 


countries. 
Growth 


lt was in order to underline that role that General Moussa Traore, in 
an address to his peers, proposed "consideration of the possibilities 
of increasing the resources of FOSIDEC [expansion unknown], which is 
proving increasingly capable of responding to the hopes that have been 
placed in it." 


Growth of FOSIDEC's resources will require the community to go beyond 
the resources available from taxes and trade. The strengthening of the 
role otf FOSIDEC, a financing and insurance entity, is a vital necessity, 
in order to enable the member states of the community to meet our needs, 
which are continually growing, and thereby suppress what already appear 
to be the seeds of a crisis of growth. 
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The need to make the regional cooperational organizations more dynamic 
led our heads to state assembled in Niamey to assign ANAD tasks that 
could increase its role in safeguarding peace and solidarity. One of 
the most important decisions taken at Niamey was the firm decisions by 
the heads of state to give that organization the means needed to play 
its part in civil defense of our community's peoples. 


In fact, the sum of Fr CFA 800 million has been put at the disposal of 
the member countries stricken by drought. The Niamey summit confirmed 
ANAD in its role as guarantor of peace and security in all fields. 


The Niamey summit, in addition to fulfilling its statutory requirements, 
deserves praise for taking what our head of state calls a "decisive 
step" toward the development of our human resources, reduction of our 
dependence on outside aid and consolidation of our economic and social 


progress,' 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


PORTUGUESE MINISTER ON PROBLEMS FINANCING CABORA BASSA DAM 
Lisbon A TARDE in Portuguese 18 Nov 83 p 7 


[Report on interview with Portuguese Minister of State Antonio de Almeida, by 
A TARDE; date and place not piven] 


text] Mozambique (particularly the Cabora Bassa dam) is costing us an arm and 
1 ley. This is what can be deduced from an extensive and enlightening 
interview with Antonio de Almeida, minister of state, held in Maputo by the 


NATIONAL PRESS. 


\ccording to Antonio de Almeida, from 1976 until now, Portugal has had to “put 
ibout 48 million contos into this project." That situation stems from the 
ilmost constant sabotage to which the power transmission lines are being 
subjected by South Africa, Cabora Bassa's principal customer. 


Moreover, with regard to trade and cooperation with Mozambique, the 
indebtedness to Portugal of that country alone is greater than the combined 
incebtedness of all other Portuguese-speaking African countries. According to 
Antonio de Almeida, a continuation of the policy followed until now would only 
serve to increase Mozambique's indebtedness to Portugal "in amounts which are 
-ompletely intolerable" and create such difficulties of Liquidation for 
Mozambique that it could lead to situations “of weakness and precariousness." 
Therefore, Portugal is now deciding to cooperate in the development of 
Mozambique's domestic production, specifically agriculture. 


Meanwhile, Antonio de Almeida stresses that Portugal is now expecting a gesture 
of good will from Mozambique, “an objective gesture aimed at resolving some of 
the problems which, in fact, we feel very pragmatically would be of mutual 
interest to the two countries, principally with regard to the transfer of the 
radio network and TAP [Portuguese Air Transports] to money which is being held 
in Mozambique, and resolving some of the administrative difficulties which are 
iftecting the operation of certain companies.” Notwithstanding, on this point 
\lmeida Santos says he has met with great amenability on the part of the 
Mozambican leaders. 


Antonio de Almeida also said that the total volume of trade between Portugal 
and Mozambique increased in 3 years from 1 million contos to more than 
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i4 million contos--a completely artificial growth--and that it was therefore 
necessary to bring about a new kind of cooperation between the two countries. 


He confirmed that, in the conversations to be held in Lisbon in December 
between the Portuguese Government and Pik Bothe, South African minister of 
foreign aftairs, “one of the subjects to be discussed will of necessity be the 


security of Cabora Bassa dam inasmuch as Portugal is being seriously affected 
financially by this situation.” 


"The major problem involved in this project, the most extensive one being 
carried out by Portugal in Africa, an investment of many millions of dollars, 
is that it was planned on the basis of tinancing power almost exclusively for 
South Africa, presupposing adequate financing of the project through foreign 
loans with all revenue also being in foreign currency." 


However, with Mozambique's independence, when Portugal withdrew from the 
territory, an anonymous company was formed in which the two shareholders are 
the Portuguese state through various state banks and the Mozambican state. 


"Meanwhile, the initial concept was to keep the enterprise in balance, and 
this, at the moment, depends exclusively on the possibility of selling power to 
South Africa," Antonio de Almeida said. 


However, that sale presupposes not only the production of power but also its 
conveyance to South Africa. 


"I know that, due to breakdowns of the line caused by acts of sabotage in 
Mozambican territory, it has not been possible to sell power. Thus, the income 
is extraordinarily low; it is insufficient eitner to pay Cabora Bassa's finance 
charges or its own development expenses; and what has happened up to now is 
that one of its shareholders--namely, Portugal--has been called upon to pay the 
enterprise's debts.” 


In the opinion of Antonio de Almeida, “the problem is exclusively one of 
internal security in Mozambique; unfortunately, Portugal has been the major 
financial victim of those consequences." 


According, to Antonio de Almeida, “we have the firm commitment of certain highly 
placed Mozambican officials that necessary measures will be taken to get the 
relay stations back into operation and thus convey power to South Africa." 


Meanwhile, South Africa has been accused of financing groups rebellious to the 
Mozambican Government and said to be attacking Cabora Bassa's power stations. 
Asked if Portugal has done anything to change that attitude of the Pretoria 
eovernment, Antonio de Almeida said that Portugal has taken “all possible 


steps." 


"Is there any prospect of making Cabora Bassa a minimally profitable investment 
for Portugal?" we asked. 
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"Cabora Bassa has been a highly debt-laden project, the most debt-laden project 


the Portuguese Government has; and in overall financial terms it will continue 
to be," Antonio de Almeida answers; and he went on to say, “in a forecast made 
a tew years ago, the Portuguese contingent reached the conclusion that the 
income will be insufficient to cover the finance charges, amortization of 


capital and interests on development expenses. 


"Our outlook is not to make the project profitable and thus lucrative for 
Portugal. We are quite realistic concerning the project's future. 


"If we succeed in selling power to South Africa and, in the future, to other 
countries in the area, so long as the income is not in meticais but in strong 
currency, we are certain that the project's development expenses wiil be 
covered. Portugal is not obligated to cover development expenses, send money 
to pay the workers or pay for the purchase of spare parts." 


Thus, the Portuguese outlook would be “to reduce the heavy burden which has 
fallen on Portugal's shoulders." Asked if it might not be a matter of a 
political investment, Antonio de Almeida replies in the negative. 


"At this time it is not a political investment. Perhaps it was when it was 
conceived in 1969," 


Portugal now continues to be linked with Cabora Bassa through a debt which will 


drag on until 2003. “However, if we can minimize that burden on our people, we 


must do so." 
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surmounted, production 
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Getting to towns and 
Villages in Cabo Delgad 
is a@ problem. Transport 


is not particularly good 
anywhere in Mozam 
bique, but in Cabo Del 
gado, always neglected 


by colonialism, the prot 

lem reaches chronic pr: 

portions and compromises 
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velopment There “are 
only a handfu] of tarred 
roads and not all. of 
these are in good con- 
dition. Most of the 
population rely on. dirt 
tracks, which, if not 
properly maintained, can 
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passable 


POTHOLES 
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marketing the peaSant 
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roads have enough ruts 
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bin, 
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hy maritime transpert 
But in fact both the pro- 
vince’s ports, Pemba and 
Mocimboa da Praia, are 
smail and under-used 
Mocimboa da Praia port 


wag used to. transport 
cashew nuts (Cibo Del- 
vado province is a 
major produc er of 
‘ashew ss nut3) Trucks 


brought the peasants 
cashews to Mocimboa du 


Praia oniy to find 
that the port had no 
serviceable tugs. With- 


out tugs it is impossible 
for large ships to enter 
the port. So 750 tonnes 
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dockside for over a yeai 
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parts late (or not at all) 
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industry there is in the 
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At the small town o! 
Montepuez there is a 
marble mine (which won 
the prize for best enter- 
prise in the province in 
the “socialist emulation’ 
competition ot 197%) 
The mine works by a 
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i shortage of explosives 
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enough to carry” the 
marble to the port at 
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range boats to ship it to 
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the state-owned First of 
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continuous) problem of 
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spare parts for the US- 
manufactured machinery. 
The factory has been 
trying to yzet one plece 
of equipment repaired in 
Maputo since 1977— 


The spare parts crisis 
has hit the company's 
fleet of vehicles particu 
larly hard. Gut of 19% 
lorries, nine are 
paralysed: two of these 
have been off the road 
for more than two years 
What is most frustrating 
is that none of these 
vehicles is a write-off. In 
a well-stocked European 
garage they would be 
put right in a couple of 
weeks. One British Ley- 
land lorry simply needs 
a new water pump — 
the management has 
been unable to find one 
anywhere in northern 
Mozambique. The situa- 
tion with the firm's trac- 
tors {ts even worse. Cur- 
rently only six out c! 
23 are functioning 
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dain in Tete province 


shoul@ reach Cabo De! 
gwado by 1985 

A number of projects 
have been established ¢ 
improve Cabo Delpy idos 
fragile economic base 
Cotton production jg to 
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in the southern part of 
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ui_employment in Pemba 
and Montepuez 

A project for a fishing 
co-operative on the island 
of Ibo 1s well-ad- 
vanced. Seven fibre-glass 
boats hove been acquired 
from Spain with a pos- 
sibilitv of more to come 


OPTIMISTIC 
A boat-repair yard 
will be built in Pemba to 
Support the co-operative 
An ice-making plant will 
be installed on Ibo = so 
that the co-operative can 
ensure that the fish ar 
rives fresh at its de 
tination The provincial 
directorate of industry 
and energy is optimistic 
that this project will not 
only make Cubo Delgado 
self-sufficient in fish but 
will provide . surplus 
for other provinces 
Thirteen projects fo: 
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where 66 Nha of rice have 
been planted this year. A 
second project Wluch had 
“gi experiment i} crop ol 
15 ha of rice last year is 
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The future of the other 
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two. 
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production its scheduled 
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Chipembe’s to 2000. In 
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be rice, but maize, 


potatoes and other 
vegetables will also be 
planted Neguri and 


Cnipembe are both ex- 
pected to produce rice 
yields of at least four 
tonnes per ha. Nguri is 
already miuking a 
valuable contribution to 
the rice crop in the pro- 
vince this year which {is 
likely to surpass the tar- 
gets planned. 

Frelimo recently held 
its fourth congress 
where many of Cabo 
belgado’s preblems were 
discussed. Following the 
congress, the necessary 
state apparatus to Cor- 
rect these problems was 
established. If success- 
tul, Cabo Delgado and 
other provinces in the 
same predicament will 
reap untold benefits 





MOZAMBIQUE 


AGRICOM TOURS TETE PROVINCE TO STUDY MARKETING, DISTRIBUTION OF FARM PRODUCE 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 19, 21 Nov 83 
[19 Nov 83 p 3] 


(Text ] A lO-day work visit to the strategic districts of Tete Province, namely, 
Zumbo and Maravia, apprised us of the current status of the marketing and col- 
lection of agricultural products and supplies for the population. 


We were combined in a brigade from the AGRICOM [Agricultural Products Marketing 
Company] enterprise, headed by the respective provincial delegate, Adolfo Mocam- 
bique. It was also a goal ot the visit to learn how the party and state enti- 
ties in those areas are associated with the persons directly engaged in the 
work of marketing the population's surplus agricultural products. 

We shall discuss it, point by point, in our articles, which we are beginning 


today . 


Based on the agenda, we were at first to focus only on the marketing; but, 
since we thought that the "collection" was the most pressing aspect during 
this phase, we deemed it useful to begin with that. 


At nearly all the fixed marketing stations that we visited in Zumbo District 
all the verbs were conjugated in the conditional tense: "We would collect 
quickly if...." (we had sufficient means of transportation,sufficient fuel). 
‘We would not be so concerned about the corn if..." (we had storage facilities 
at all the fixed stations). 


[he small wattle storege places built by the population at some fixed stations 
are completely overstocked and the rainy season is near. The old "traditional 
weather rorecasters" claim that the month of October cannot end without rain- 
fall. 


This situation concerns AGRICOM, the party and state entities and the farmers 


themselves. 


[The population is producing insofar as it is possible. In areas where we 

least expected it, tons of corn have been harvested. For example, 25 tons 
i 

were marketed in the settlement of Manhica, in Zumbo District. 
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{lity was not built, because the transfer of the population had 
' from that villaye to Metamboa, where a communal village is under 


Kut the process was slow, and the farmers were producing in 


first secretary and administrator ot Zumbo District, who accompanied the 
“ provincial brigade, ordered the population of that village to create 


‘f{tions as promptly as possible to store the corn in question. 


ist many examples of this kind associated with the meager storage 


icity in Zumbo District. Making an overall analysis of this situation 
il | tf fete Province, the AGRICOM Enterprise's provincial delegate, Adolfo 
imbique, stated: "The only district which provides for the storage system 


hat ot Angonia. And of the four priority districts (Angonia, Macanga, 

| Miravia), Zumbo is the one suffering most at present, in terms of 

[nw its agricultural products. It is for this reason that all the efforts 
being expended to concentrate the marketed products in the Maravia district 


‘7 


‘ver, the AGRICOM provincial delegate noted: "There is a program, with back- 


from IFAD (International Fund for Agricultural Development), calling for 
construction of 100 rural warehouses in Tete Province. Of these 100 rural 


rehouses, we think that at least 10 should be built in Zumbo District to 


entrate agricultural products. [These warehouses have a small tonnage, with 


ipacity ranging between 30 and 70 tons; so that, when the people at the 


’ ’ . ° . Lal 
hasing station are engaged in marketing, they can store their products. 


local entities have already been contacted to organize the population to 


nutacture bricks. AGRICOM will be entirely responsible for the work. As 


enterprise's director, Adolfo Mocambique, stressed: "The aforementioned 
uses will be built at the strategic fixed stations in each district, 


we can consider to be permanent stations." 


year to year, experience is being gained in the area of marketing agricul- 
products. [he issue of storing surpluses is also associated with the 


chasing itself. During the visit to the Zumbo and Maravia Districts, we 


rved that, at some fixed stations, the volume of products purchased from 


‘ 


population did not warrant the time spent by the marketing agent in that 


ere were stations where the member of AGRICOM purchased only 20 tons of corn 


ny an entire month. For example, in Chiputo, in Maravia District, the 
eting man stayed for 2 months, buying only 20 tons and 700 kilograms of 
(his is quite detrimental to the AGRICOM Entperprise, as the provincial 


"Wy P 


tor himself confirmed: “In previous campaigns, we in Tete Province have 


Ked with a large number of fixed stations; and at evaluation meetings, both 


he central and provincial levels, we noted that the problem of the high 


, ° ° ; ] 
iber of permanent fixed stations was really detrimental to the enterprise,’ 


mented the enterprise's delegate; who then explained: "It has been observed 


, at a fixed station, operating with one worker who earns a salary of 








9,000 meticals per month, there {ts not even purchasing commensurate with his 
monthly salary. This causes a lack of economical profitability in the enter- 


pr { »e?, 


Despite this, however, it is necessary and imperative to maintain the fixed 
marketing stations, particularly in the locations where there are no private 
shops. Nevertheless, this does not preclude the enterprise's ability to 
expend eftorts aimed at accruing funds. 


[21 Nov 83 p 3] 


[Text] With the wheels of the Land Rover squeaking around the dangerous curves, 
where a slight distraction of the driver could cause the vehicle to crash into 

a tree trunk or rock, a winding drive was taken through the open brush. Above, 
the tollaye on the trees is scanty, and the side wiew becomes readily expanded 
because the extensive barren brush is all savannah. On the ground, however, 
countless sharp tree trunks jeopardize the life of the tires and turn the trip 
into a veritable "automobile racing event." 


As the distance was covered, some herds of fallow-deer, palapalas and swift 
yazelles passed by us, or merely stood gazing at the vehicles, perhaps frighten- 
ed because they are a rare phenomenon in those areas. 


We were not aggressive toward them. On countless occasions we have crossed 
parched swamps, cracked by the sun, but soon to receive with pleasure the first 
rainfall, thereby complicating the lives of the people attempting to travel 
along the road. During the rainy season, they become impassible areas. 


Even now, during the dry season, the speed of a jeep does not exceed 20 kilome- 
ters per hour. 

We are visiting the fixed marketing stations in Zumbo District. The distances 
Separating one station from another are almost astronomical, with the aggravat- 
ing factor that they use as their only access routes narrow paths dug by hand 
or merely roads along which the population's livestock travel. 


For a 5 or 1O ton truck to penetrate these trails is a job deserving of respect. 
But it is necessary and imperative that the IFA, Volvo or Scania reach that 
irea, to collect food which the population has produced and which AGRICOM has 
ilready purchased. How can it be done? Therein lies the great worry that 

does not allow us to sleep easily. 

The vehicles reach the settlement and park in front of a wattle structure poor- 
ly covered with grass. Inside are the bags of corn to be transshipped. 


"How many tons of corn are there in this storage place?" "I don't know" (the 
clerk responds). "At least how many bags, if you can't give the number in tons?" 
"lr don't know that, either, Mr Director." 

This is an excerpt from a dialog that we witnessed at some fixed stations. They 
are our shortcomings, which urgently require correction as promptly as possible. 








Some of these individuals have had very little training, and need a review 
instruction. The AGRICOM Enterprise's Provincial Directorate plans to hold 
training courses soon for its workers, so that they may perform their task 
properly during the marketing. 


At some of the stations that we visited, the collection of products had already 
ended, thanks to the effort made by the district entities, based on the available 
transportation facilities. 


All this is a lesson that helps us to realize that "there can be no meat without 
a bone."' Amid obstacles, one will discover means for attaining ends. From the 
collective farm to the barn and from the barn to the fixed station, the popula- 
tion carries products in wagons. In the districts where there is a tractor, it 
collects the products, and we continue going about in that way...Through the 

use of this same slow, hard, system, there is fulfillment of the watchword: 
"whoever markets, collects and supplies." 


fhe population living at that tip, where Mozambique begins and ends, thanked 
their leaders with gratification for the work done this year in the area of 
supplies. Everywhere we went, children, old people and adults carried with 
pride the cloth banner bearing the symbol of the Fourth Congress of the FRELIMO 


Party. 


[his is progress which must be consolidated from day to day. 
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FEC DELEGATION TOURS GAZA PROVINCE DISASTER AREA 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 16, 1/ Nov 83 


[Article by Andre Bruno: “With Eyes in Gaza” ] 


; 


[l6 Nov 83 p 8] 
[Text] Almost every day we hear about drought, starvation and the criminal 
actions of armed gangs, but here in Maputo, and doubtless the same is true in 
other large population centers, this reality is quite distant. It does not 
exist directly on our doorstep, although it is so close. Drought, hunger and 
aggression affect others. The daily life of those peoples is not our daily 
life. 


However, these things exist. And to such an extent that adjectives do not 
suffice to describe it. It is not enough to say horrible, dramatic or even 
apocalyptic, because the facts always lie beyond what we can write or even 


imagine. 


A delegation of diplomats representing the member nations of the European 
Economic Community was invited to tour the province of Gaza to inspect some 
of the zones directly affected. The delegation started out early last Thurs- 


day morning. 


It was raining heavily in Maputo, but halfway to Chibuto the skies were clear 
and the earth dry, showing every indication that water was something which 


could not be saved because there was none. 


The tour group included Commercial Charge d'Affaires of the Embassy of France 
Rene Revoltier, First Secretary of the FRG Embassy Gregor Koebel, Italian 
Embassy Chancellor Aroldo Preite, and United Kingdom Embassy Trade Represen- 
tative Alan Featherstone. They were accompanied by the national director of 
the Department for the Prevention and Combat of Natural Calamities, Amos 


Fstevao Mahan ijiane. 


On the first day it was only possible to travel as far as Chipadja, a town in 
the district of Chibuto, where there are more than 7,000 individuals, the 
majority of them refugees from the zones where the armed bands operate. The 
ma jority of these people came here with nothing but the clothes on their 
back, or even less 


, 











[Twelve H ‘ Destroyed 

The neat wis oppressive it Chibuto whe 1) the Caravan departed, Tt @ { louds of 
dust i | y the rough trail made it hard to see the vehicle ahead. Kut at the 
Same time, the lands ape made jt clear that the peasants in that zone do not 
aC ¢ ept fate submissively ° Fverywhere one could see ae wed land ready to 


receive seeds as soon as rain comes, 

In the vehicle in which we were traveling, the provincial director of domes- 
tic trade, who also accompanied the tour group, told us about the richness of 
the land ind its black color is evidence of this. He made a point of 
Stressing that the peasant: despite the lack of rainfall for more than 3 
years, go to their “machambas” daily, never failing, despite the many many 
sowings wasted these recent years. As proof, one can still see stalks of 
corn, yellowed and covered with dust, which never produced ears, and which 
not even the vyoats want now, 

The vehicles continued to bounce along the rough-hewn path. The dust fil- 
tered into our throats and covered our bodies, and the heat was even greater 
in the jeep. Reaching the road, we sped past children, and in the distance, 
among the trees, we could glimpse the houses where they live. From time to 
ligsging in a field, or pursuing a foot march which never 
seemed t have an end along the rough-hewn path, balancing bundles, firewood 
or other iter on their heads. 

\fter more than an hour of travel, we came to a collection of houses. There 
was Chipad ja. FAM [Armed Forces of Mozambique] soldiers, militiamen and 


itizens were waiting for us there near the few buildings of whitewashed 


The tirst news we heard, when we had barely emerged from our vehicles, was 
that the armed bandits had attacked the locality the night before and had 
uurned a dozen houses after plundering them and abducting women and children. 


rom the point of view of misfortune, there could not have been a better 
ioment. The diplomatic representatives would have an opportunity to see the 
ictions pursued by the armed bandits against defenseless settlements. But 
weaded for the site, the soldiers showed us a group of about 100 
persons~-men, women and children-~-they had come upon fleeing from the bandits 


ittered, filthy and starving, they had nothing with them except a few sacks 
if ndzambeia, a root which grows in the regions which were once swampy and 

which is used to make flour. The children were a sight, with their enormous, 
swollen bellies and the whites of their eyes, which had changed to the color 


f the f ial skit 
é had got that far. How many died during the flight and how many were 
still under the yoke of the armed bandits? Perhaps not even they could have 
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to the site of the attack. We traveled almost a kilometer 
yproups of] houses. In the SpdCes between, smal] pl ts of : 
protiting trom the limited rain which had fallen ! lays 
PCLT), 
7 were on the outskirts of the settlement. In the first 
the bandits had not burned down, five sacks of corn and two 
kept They had arrived that same day from Maputo, having 
ber of the tamily of the owner of the house who works in 
ere Was every indication that the armed bandits had been 
‘e about the arrival of this shipment. 
tors 
use, Eugenio Muriate, told us what happened. It must have 
ht when the pounded on the door. They were bandits, per- 
nore, they ordered the owner and the women to carry the 
the tood outside. Meanwhile they said to them: “Don't you 
tt want you in these settlements?” Then they wanted them to 
ind come with them. But Eugenio Muriate succeeded in es- 
ig the defense forces. The women also succeeded in escaping 
heir criminal campaign before the soldiers arrived, the gang 
houses. he group surrounding us voiced complaints and 
mation, They stole 7 contos and my documents!" "They took 
hing I had in the house and then set it on fire!" "They 
ere the ood was! 
youn ‘irl with two small children, stood beside the scorched 
id been a straw-thatched hut. She was sleeping when the 
t the door. Hatred could be seen on her face as she talked, 
prevent her from speaking without any hesitation. 
» Open a trunk where she kept clothing and dishes. Then 
t leave the hut with the children, and they made them join 
they intended to kidnap. They asked her many questions. 
the yke Ndau, but to her they spoke Changane. They 
there wer iny troops nearby, who commanded them, what 
' ind j e was ' bad as the preceding commander. ‘hey 
nitnor 
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the drought live, showed the dip 


llowin roup did not notice that e wa ing, and so she 

turn to the settlement. Her husband, who had t absent him- 
} . } i } - ey} . } - + re — ho hac - 
irlier, will not tind his | e whe e returns, but he has a 

. : ' 1 , ,s 1 ; - as . — 

eeded in escaping, and the local bodies had not yet estab 


iow many persons had been abducted, due to the confusion which 


like this always causes. 


es More Energy Than It Provides 


tinued through the town. National Director Amos Mahanjane, tho- 


iar with the real situation in which the people of the zones 
lomats the food to which these 
CCceSS,. 
ground, an old woman with a starved look but an open smile was 
rxambela roots which she would then pound. In a colander beside 


} 


‘| otf tlour could be seen. 


explained. The people have to walk many kilometers in order 
find little more than an armful of these roots. Then they burn 


rid of the filaments. Then there is a first pounding to dry the 
\ly then are they pounded again in a mortar to make flour. In 


quantity of flour thus obtained is minuscule, providing no more 


or one meal, two at the most, and even so, only if one is not 


or “timongo,” the small nuts of the canhoeiro. Many of those 

| from the trees years ago, because this food too, in view of 

; increasingly scarce. Then the nuts must be cracked, one by 
kernel extracted. The edible quantity obtained is not great 

we would say almost nothing. The only green food they eat is 

a wild vine which just a few drops of rainfall causes to sprout 
Rut this too has become ever scarcer, because all of the people 
yr it, and in the last 15 days, there had been no rain. 


hese people make to find food is impressive, although they know 


using more energy in finding and preparing the meal than what 
will provide. 


Chibuto at the end of the afternoon was different. No one was 


uut the jolting vehicles or the dust from the road. There was 


yn that return trip. 


hangane, which we visited on the second day, a woman des- 
y-to-day life of hunger in her simple language. “Usually the 


excrement, but now they do not even sniff at what we 





The provincial director of domestic trade in Gaza, who was the interpreter 
for the two diplomats, those from France and Italy, who continued on the 
tour, hesitated a bit before translating into Portuguese what the woman had 
said. 


Again ndzembela appeared to be the only daily food available. Diarrhea is a 
constant problem, and the people blame this flour for the intestinal upsets 
they suffer. There is not a single straw-thatched hut where that damnable 
root, which also was used as food during the drought in the 1940s, is not 
found. 


Here and there one hears the rhythmic pounding of the mortars and pestles, 
which seem to hammer out an ever louder tune--"ndzembela, ndzembela”--which 
we could appropriately translate into “slow death.” Women and children of 3 
and 4 years of age--who knows if they will grow any older?--work at this task 
in order to outwit hunger temporarily. And the following day they must set 
out again in search of food, beginning the cycle which will only end when the 
rain falls again and the land produces food, or else when death comes. And 
for many, the ndzembela cycle ends in this way. 


Destruction and Death 


We stopped for the first time along the dusty trail in Ximbimbanine, 15 kilo- 
meters from Chibuto. There was not even any need to get out of the jeeps in 
order to see the criminal destruction wrought by the armed gangs. In May of 
1982, six canteens were burned. The walls, blackened by fire and smoke, 
still stand. Only two of them were rebuilt. 


fhe first secretary and administrator of the Chibuto district added that it 
was the population which was most affected, because almost 8,000 persons 
supply themselves there. In an improvised market, men and women queued in 
separate lines, waiting for something to appear for sale. But our stop was a 
brief one. We were expected in other settlements. 


Fifty Kilometers farther on--there are those who say that the bumps make the 
distances longer--we arrived at Alto Changane. What was once a lagoon, which 
we had already glimpsed kilometers earlier, now spread before us in all its 
bare expanse. In that vast area, we could see herds of cattle in the dis- 


tance. 


A part of the population had gathered beneath a tree casting a broad patch of 
shade. The local bodies were taking a census of the inhabitants, recording 
at the same time those who were literate, those of school age and also those 
who were illiterate. Life goes on, and the future is being built today, 
whether or not there is a drought or armed bandits. 


Dying Animals 


After spending a considerable time in Alto Changane, where the diplomatic 
representatives could hear the complaints of the homeless people, Rene 
Revoltier, the French charge d'affaires, insisted that we continue to 


Maqueze. 








Along the way, we crossed the dry bed of the lake where herds of cattle 
wandered in search ot forage, of which there was none. During a short detour 
we saw a drinking trough near which the now-dried carcasses of more than a 
dozen head of cattle were piled. Even a burro, an animal which is resistant 
to drought, lay there. 


Aroldo Preite, the Italian Embassy chancellor, wrinkling his nose at the 
smell, got out of the vehicle to take pictures. Some animals were moving 
toward the water. Suddenly, one of the animals near us fell, and lay there 
without the strength to get up, his eyes wide open and staring at the blue 
sky. 


Efforts to get him on his feet again proved useless, until someone put a rope 
around his horns, and with everyone helping, the steer got to his feet again. 


With nothing to eat, the animals lose strength to the point that they regard 
themselves as dead and they die. As we continued on our way, we passed a 
number of animals in this condition, lying on the ground and indifferent to 
the vehicles. 


We left that cemetery in the open air behind us. Now the air was humid. 
Some clouds appeared on the horizon. A quarter of an hour later, we were in 
Maqueze. 


Why Do the Children Suffer So? 


In Maqueze, as in other localities, people fleeing from the armed bandits 
arrive every day. They leave their homes, their cashew plantings and their 
possessions and come to seek shelter in the friendly company of the defense 
forces, tireless in their protective efforts. 


Along the way we had encountered various soldiers on patrol missions. There 
is little to say about Maqueze that has not already been said about the other 
locations visited. The main street is lined with masonry houses, and about 
20,000 persons live there and in the surrounding areas. 


One fact considerably impressed the visiting diplomats. That day, a girl who 
would have been perhaps 12 arrived in the locality. Suddenly someone pulled 
up her blouse. Her back was covered with horrible scars. 


There was no need to ask questions. She lived with her father in the brush 
and took care of the cattle he owned. The father was absent for long 
periods, because he traveled with one of the armed gangs, attacking settle- 
ments and stealing what he could. During his absence, another group of 
bandits passed through the region and stole the cattle in the girl's charge. 
Furfous, her father beat her when he returned, leaving her in that condition. 
Those scars will not disappear until she dies. She succeeded in fleeing to 
Maqueze and knows only that her mother left her father when she was a very 
little girl and that she has a grandfather somewhere in Chibuto. 








From a Road to a River 


Black louds gathered in the sky. The air was stifling. We set out to 
} 1 


. . ’ , ’ - | . + >} . ‘ ' 
f ci t mutoO. we had not been under Way for half afi hour when it began 


r ¢é hha X ; hi 
to rain. [The raindrops, blown by the wind, were huge. Several kilometers 
farther along, the road became a river, and it continued thus as far as 


Chibuto. The hope which will never die gained strength. 


In the district capital, the diplomatic representatives had an informal 
meeting with Maj Gen Fernando Matavele. Some numbers were set forth and a 
picture of the situation drawn. The first secretary and administrator of the 
district said that in 3 weeks, before food aid was intensified, although even 
so it was insufficient, 92 people died in the settlement of Chipadja. ‘They 
began to swell up, and after 2 or 3 days they died. One could not tell the 
ditference between the old people and the young.” 


But “the situation is beginning to improve now,” he added, noting the in- 
creased food aid they have been receiving, and “3 or 4 days may pass without 


anyone dying. 


The tour was ended. We titled this report “With Eyes in Gaza,” because there 
is nothing better than seeing in order to believe. Seeing the scourge of the 
drought and the armed bandits, but seeing too that every possible effort is 
being made so that "3 or 4 days will go by without anyone dying,” so that 
time will be extended and people can end their days naturally, not due to 
Starvation, disease or violence. It was for this that this country was 
reborn in 1975. 








MOZAMBIQUE 


RTS TO INCREASE FOOD PRODUCTION IN VARIOUS REGIONS KEPORTED 
Rice in Maputo Area 
Reira DIARIO DE MOCAMBIQUE in Portuguese 19 Nov 83 p 16 


ithin the next few days, nearly 38,000 agricultural producers, including 
members of cooperatives and private and family plot owners in the districts of 
infulene, Laulane, Mahotas, Chicabela, Albasini, Jafari and the Catembe area 
will be receiving rice seed for subsequent planting in the paddies. The distri- 
bution of this grain has been assigned to the respective Agrarian Offices that 
ire distributed in Greater Maputo. 
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For the purpose of fulfilling the population's desires relating to the growing 
of that crop, and since it is necessary to take advantage of the rainfall, the 
Green Zones Office of the city of Maputo signed an agreement with the Agricul- 
tural Directorate Unit calling for the concession of the rice produced in the 
district of Chokwe. At the present time, steps are being taken to mobilize 
transportation facilities to carry out the respective shipment. 


On the other hand, many small plot owners in the nation's capital have been 
complaining about the lack of "nhemba-bean" seed, which is not in keeping with 
the efforts made to prepare the soil. In this connection, a member of GZVCM 

City of Maputo Green Zones Office] told our staff reporter that "there are no 
stocks of 'nhemba-beans' available now. However, we are expending efforts to 
ship the surpluses produced in the north. The only obstacle that we have met 
with to proceed with this work is the status of the transportation." 


Meanwhile, as a temporary alternative (according to the same source), some 
producers are planting butter beans, although thi 


iis has never been their inten- 
tion. This expedient is, on the one hand, aimed at not wasting the rain that 
1as fallen and, on the other, @t not jeopardizi: the enormous amount 


work done by the population. 
Producers Increased 


rdin to information procured by our newspaper from the Green Zones Office, 


il number of individuals currently engaged in producing garden vegetables 


) NON m wv + hom ; ] ’ raiecine ~ Ticcivanan livestock 
1S 4 Ui » many Or whom are 11S raisin smaii-si1zed iivestock. 
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it 1s fewWworthny that the cooperative movement :lone, with 81 units, contains 


nearly 4,+# producers, Next year, there are prospects that this figure wil] 
increase, nsidering the tact that there are already 33 collective roups 
enr m » OWinyg to their high level of organization, will be associated 
with t t i i j ; 
[he number ot small plot owners has apparently risen from year to year. n 
the other hand, the results of all this involvement, from the standpoint of 
putting garden produce on the market, are not very visible. In this regard, 
the opinions ot many people coincide on che need to set up an efficient 

' , ' ‘« . ’ , } 
marketing system wit! trisking the producers’ self-sufficiency in food 

Zambezia Province 

Beira DIARI & MOCAMBIQUE in Portuguese 17 Nov 83 p 16 


Text] During the past 3 months, over 2,000 peasants from the District of Nama- 
‘urra, in Zambezia Province, have organized into agricultural pre-cooperatives. 


This tact, announced by the first secretary and administrator of that district, 
is a result of the major mobilization started by the party in that section of 
the country, associated with the decisions of the FRELIMO Party's Fourth 


\ccording to the same source, at the present time, in addition to the three 
pre-cooperatives in existence throughout the district, the population of Nama- 
urra has organized to open individual collective farms with alternative dry 


The party's first secretary and administrator of that district added that 
the action to combat hunger in that section of Zambezia also includes the 
distribution of land for compulsory growing of crops in all areas. 


As that ofticial announced, this land is to be used to grow manioc, sweet 

he diversification of crops is one of the activities under way in the communal 
village f Mutange, also in the district of Namacurra. 

\ rding to the appeals made by that official at a recent meeting with the 


wers from the aforementioned communal center, it has become necessary to 


nce on a single crop, and to open up new 


‘ } _ +e } }, *37 17 
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of food products. Concurrently with the countless agricultural development 
projects that are under way in the various districts of the province, both at 
the state's initiative and that of cooperatives, or even family farmers, the 
Center tor Creation of Units for Small Livestock Species of Inhamizua is 
becoming a provincial poultry establishment, with the task of supplying 
poultry, as a priority, to the local populace. As we have remarked, the goal 
is to put an end to "regional dependence" and to become self-sufficient. At 
the present time, the recovery has been completed on an incubator that had 
heen at a standstill for 9 years. Its capacity is for 10,000 eggs. Moreover, 
another machine which automatically separates eggs to be used for reproduction, 
as well as serving as a stimulator and a refrigerator, has been rehabilitated. 
Traditionally regarded as a “parasite, from the standpoint of consuming 
products of prime necessity, including garden produce, Sofala Province consumes 
chicken from Manica Province. Every week, the sellers who have been duly 
accredited by the domestic trade agency, go to that province in central 
Mozambique to fetch poultry which Sofala, or rather Beira, needs for its 
consumption. 


As we learned from some sources involved in this task, they do not always 
receive the amounts to which they are entitled on a weekly basis. Several 
reasons have been adduced by the Chomoio poultry tacility for this state of 
affairs, ‘' cluding the lack of feed for the animals. 


Even the few animals that arrive in Beira in normal condition are used for 
consumption. "They look like chicks," we were told by a distributor in the 
Manga district, showing us a bird which, at first glance, did not look as if 
it weighed over 800 grams, lL .t which, nevertheless, was claimed by him to be 
over 3 weeks old. And he complained: 


"If I don't raise my monthly quota, I run the risk of having my distribution 

cut off. But, since I make my living from this, I have to go there (to Chimoio) 
every week. Most of the time, I don't even get half the quotas that I should 

be receiving every week." 


Hope for a Change 


The planned establishment of a provincial poultry i:acility in Sofala is, there- 
“ore a hope in the lives of many, especially among the urban population. 

lt is not easv for a factory worker, a public office worker or a mere domestic 
worker to prepare his daily meals. There is a shortage of meat, of fish, of 
onions, of kale and of everything. "With the recovery of the incubator, and 
the other infrastructure for Sofala's future poultry entity, we shall minimize 
the shortages among the population. We are convinced that the problem of 
supplying the population with poultry will be solved soon," we were told by 
Bernardo Charles; who then remarked that, last year, "We lost a great many 

eggs because the ducks incubated naturally." 
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Rehabilitation 


The rehabilitation of Sofala's future provincial poultry entity is a result of 
the visit paid by the minister of agriculture, Joao Ferreira, recently, to that 
production unit, under the aegis of the Sofala Livestock Enterprise. During 
his visit, that member of the Council of Ministers of the People's Republic of 
Mozambique left very clearcut instructions on the steps that must be taken to 
optimize that important production unit, including the technical and material 
facilities required for the projects. 


Two technicians were immediately detailed, one of whom was of Cuban nationali- 
ty, who will start working, making a survey of the requirements for construc- 
tion materials and manufacturing equipment. From the inventory that was taken, 
there was an accurate determination of the priorities relating to industrial 
production of poultry; and a plan was thereby devised, not only for the use of 
the existing infrastructure, but also for the future development thereof. 


At Present 


At the present time, that poultry facility has two separate buildings for geese 
and ducks, with a capacity for hundreds of birds. 


But that economic unit is not confined merely to raising ducks and geese; 
rabbits are also its speciality, and on a large scale. 


During the visit that the reporter from DIARIO DE MOCAMBIQUE paid to that produc- 
tion unit, he noted the presence of hundreds of rabbits. Director Bernardo 
Charles, our guide, explained to us that the five existing buildings house 142 
cages apiece, four of which are for reproduction and the others for fattening. 

It is, specifically, an area where the young rabbits are fed after they have 
been weaned. 


He pointed out, however, that with regard to the capacity of the cages, during 
the fattening there are double hutches, thereby raising the number of animals 
per building. He told us that this option has arisen as a means of making 

total use of the buildings' capacity, and also of minimizing the shortage of 
construction material that is currently in evidence on the local market, despite 
all the action taken to procure it. 


An Old Problem 


Any service, if it is to progress, requires suitable and balanced food. And 
when the industrial breeding of small animal species is involved, this becomes 
even more important if we want to make a profit over the production costs. 


Because the feed is insufficient for the animals at Sofala's future poultry fa- 
cility, it has met with several problems. Just one example is the following: 
Technically, young rabbits should be weaned 30 days after birth. But, since 
the food is insufficient, the weaning is done 45 days afterward. The obvious 
result of this is high costs for that production unit. 














However, director Bernardo Charles told us that, in an attempt to solve the 
problem, they have resorted to the corn produced by another unit of the Sofala 
Livestock Enterprise, located in the district of Dondo, and that fish meal and 
bagasse are added to it. 


At the same time, a "feed blender" is being installed, an imported device that 
is scheduled to go into operation in a matter of days. The idea is that the 
mixture of the various ingredients of feed should be done properly, based on 
technical criteria with proven results. 


Bernardo Charles, returning to the food problem, emphasizes: ‘Our animals 
demand feed. They need good feed, which at the present time has not found a 
prompt response from us. However, we are making progress with some things in 
this regard; because, in addition to installing more suitable equipment, we 
have opted for different alternatives." 


Another Dam Is Opened 


To improve the water supply for Sofala's future poultry entity, work is under 
way aimed essentially at impounding water, an indispensable item for raising 
livestock, especially ducks and geese. Hence, another dam, with an estimated 
capacity of 30,000 cubic meters of water, has now been opened. 


An odd feature lies in the fact that there is no channeled water in that produc- 
tion unit; rather, it is that used by the dams and obtained through the gravity 
system. At present, with two dams, one of which has a capacity of 33,000 cubic 
meters, the area is provided with suitable infrastructure for the breeding of 
animals. 


Moreover, in addition to self-sufficiency in water for animals, it is also 
planned this year to open another dam for irrigating vegetable gardens. At 
present, there are two collective farms in the area, one growing sweet potatoes 
and the other manioc. 


Construction of New Buildings 


When asked to comment on the new construction, Bernardo Charles answers thusly: 
"The construction of new buildings is aimed at creating more convenient condi- 
tions for reproducing the animals which many need for consumption and for 
starting to breed them. Because the smaller the numoer of animals in each 
building, the better the percentage of reproduction." 


The new buildings, totaling three, constitute an impetus for reproduction and 
for a quantitative increment in the animals, particularly at this point, when 
a new phase in the battle for food self-sufficiency in Sofala is, in this 
specific instance, beginning with the rehabilitation of a group of infra- 
structures which may contribute to the expansion of the present capacity for 
housing the animals. 
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However, one of the problems facing that future provincial poultry facility is 
the shortage of construction materials, a fact which explains the slowness 

in finishing the aforementioned buildings. The materials in short supply are, 
specifically, lusalite sheeting, and wire netting for the construction of cages, 
paling and other items. 


Assistance to the Private and Family Sectors 


The small species roduction unit (embryo of Sofala's future poultry facility) 
plays, among other vital areas of its activity, a preeminent role in the 
progress of raising animals in all sectors. In addition to the slaughtering, 
it produces to guarantee reproduction in the private and family sectors. 


In fact, from January to date, a considerable number of animals, namely, 
rabbits, ducks and geese, have been sold to small plot owners and private 
individuals, with major emphasis on those starting to breed small species of 
animals. As we were told, the animals are sold through the submission of 
credentials from the Green Zones Office of the city of Beira. 


However, it is important to stress that this supply of animals is part of the 
state assistance to the private and family sectors, with the intention of 
extending, in the future, the animal breeding system to improve the popula- 
tion's supplies in the area of combating hunger. 


"Shortage of Drugs Concerns Us' 


"The shortage of drugs to treat animals concerns us. Without effective treat- 
ment and the most stringent prevention of disease, the breeding of animals 
cannot progress rapidly, as we wish," we were told by the duck-growing super- 
visor, Luis Chombe, assigned to serve in the small species production unit of 
the Sofala Livestock Enterprise, on the topic of the shortage of medicines. 


Luis Chombe who, a few days ago, was in Leguria, Nampula Province, where he 
took part in a training course for agricultural cadres associated with the 
treatment of rabbits, explained that "the drug shortage has been worsened by 
the inadequacy of feed for the animals." 


He said: "However, there have, incidentally, been animals that have died for 
lack of treatment," noting in addition: "This type of feed is not the most 
appropriate for young rabbits, and hence we have decided to increase the number 
of days until weaning from 30 to 45." 


In fact, the immunization of animals from the most common diseases is an essen- 
tial requirement for their development. And this notion should not be thought 
of as something dissociated from many other efforts to give an impetus to this 
activity. 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


SUGAR WORKERS TO STUDY IN CUBA 
Maputo DIARIO DE MOCAMBIQUE in Portuguese 17 Nov 83 p 3 


[Text] Workers from the Sugar Enterprise of Mozambique, in Sofala, are scheduled 
to »o to Cuba soon, where they will receive academic training associated with 
some special area of that branch of industry. 


Simione Chivite,general director of that manufacturing complex, when discussing 
this matter, stated that the sending of cadres to that Latin American country 
is aimed essentially at guaranteeing the quality of the labor for the sector. 


Our source told us that, within the scope of the training program for the Mafam- 
bisse workers, the workers engaged in agricultural machinery, sugar manufacture, 
economic administration, technical control, engineerin; and organization are 
also involved. 


Moreover, Simione Chivite reminded us that, in this context, the aforementioned 
sugar enterprise has been scheduled to send a certain number of its workers to 
be trained every year. 


Thus, it is planned, at the beginning of next year, to have 15 members of that 
manufacturing complex sent to the Marromeu Professional Training Center, in 
order to take training courses. 


[It is noteworthy that the Marromeu Training Center has been operating for some 
time, not only for workers from Mafambisse, but also for those in the other 
sugar plants located in our country. The aforementioned educational establish- 
ment, designed especially for personnel in the sugar industry, has given train- 
ing courses over a period of 18 months. 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


BUZI SUGAR CANE COMPLEX PRODUCTION DOWN 
Maputo DIARIO DE MOCAMBIQUE in Portuguese 19 Nov 83 p 4 


[Text] This year, with production totaling 3,721.4 tons of sugar, the ‘uzi 
Company in Sofala Province posted its lowest production ever. This fact will 
contribute somewhat to a decline in the level of supply to the national market. 


As of 15 September of this year, in other words, a week before the expiration 
of the deadline set in the enterprise's operational plan, this year's campaign 
in the Buzi Company was "the most meager one ever," according to the view 
expressed by the factory director, Louis France Roland Benoit, in statements 
made to DIARIO DE MOCAMBIQUE. 


Among the factors contributing to this low production, particularly in the 
manufacturing sector, was the lack of spare parts with which to repair the 
equipment, and a lack of sufficient amounts of cane, a situation which caused 
lengthy work stoppages to occur on several occasions, some lasting almost a 
week, “to accumulate 400 or 500 tons of cane,'' as well as a shortage of wood- 
burning energy for the normal operation of the boilers. 





This year's campaign at the Buzi agricultural-livestock-industrial complex 
was carried out in 73 days. As the factory director commented: "It lasted a 
long time, but the results were slight.'"' This assertion holds some signifi- 
cance, especially when one considers the fact that, of the 73 campaign days, 
only 29 were days of full operation for the factory, and the other 44 were 
days of stoppages. 


Lack of Firewood 





The lack of firewood for the boilers hampered the process of treating the 
sugar cane juice to a large extent. 


In addition to the firewood shortages, there was also the terrorist activity 
of armed bandits sabotaging our economy, and using all the means at their 
disposal. At the Buzi Company (CB), they are basically attempting to destroy 
mobile equipment: tractors and trucks. 


Compounding this problem is the lack of spare parts to repair the seven trucks 
used not only to transport firewood, but also to collect the sugar cane for 
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the factory, as well as for other activities at this agricultural-livestock 
and industrial complex. ''There have been days when only three trucks operated 
for all the company's activities." 


As a solution, Louis Benoit considers it an urgent necessity to set up an 
emergency powerplant to keep the factory in normal operation. At the present 
time there are on the premises three generating sets which are very old and 
have low power. In addition to these sets, the Buzi Company has another one 
purchased from FACIM, but it too has a low capacity. 


Drought: Another Concern 


The Buzi Company has also been hurt by the lack of rainfall that has beset the 

southern region of Africa for nearly 2 years. For this reason, linked with the 
defective system for irrigating the fields, owing to the shortages of electric 

power for the pumps and engines, the cane has not developed sufficiently. 


As a result, the percentage of saccharose accrued has been very slight. The 
volume of flow from the Buzi River declined and, during the campaign, the 
suction pipes had to be lengthened by nearly 3 meters in order to allow for 
impoundin, at the pumping stations. 


Nevertheless, in some instances this lengthening of the pipes did not solve 
the problem. The factory director reported: "It is impossible to enlarge these 
pipes any more, because that would meen a loss of efficiency for the pumps and 


engines.’ 
Spare Parts 


During the interview that he granted to DM, the Buzi Company's factory director 
expressed considerable worry regarding the lack of spare parts. He said: "If 
this factory is still operating, it is because the workers are involved and 

are developing their creative initiatives. We are manufacturing various parts 
to guarantee the operation of this production unit, but we cannot do any more, 
because we have no material." 


The lack of spare parts has also upset the operation of the boilers. However, 
the supply plan for next year has already been devised, and was submitted to 
the central supervisory entities. 


The Buzi Company, with an installed capacity to produce 2,740 tons of sugar 
per day, had its largest production on record ever in 1972. During that 
year, 36,616 tons of that product were manufactured. The workers' current 
efforts are aimed at raising production and, essentially, at guaranteeing 
total utilization of the factory's installed capacity. 


Louis France Roland Benoit gave assurance that, "To reach the 1972 production, 
we don't need new equipment; parts to repair the existing equipment would 
suffice.’ He added: "Even with problems, we are working; the factory will not 
stop. We shall produce sugar and guarantee implementation of the decisions of 
the FRELIMO Party's historic Fourth Congress, We shall expend all our energy 
on this to the end." 


2909 
CSO: 3442/72 


92 











MOZAMBIQUE 


NEW TRAINING FOR WORKERS IN COOPERATIVES 
Beira NOTICIAS in Portuguese 21 Nov 83 op l 


[Text] A course in accounting for workers in the capital city's Consumer Inter- 
cooperatives and Cooperatives has been in progress in the Machava area since 
last September. This is the first one to be held in the capital lasting longer 
than the preceding ones, something that is cited by management entities thereof 
as "the beginning of the enactment of a new system of training cadres for the 
cooperative movement." 


According to information given to our reporter by Culsum Amade, its director, 
the holding of this type of course is associated with the implementation of 
instructions outlined in December of last year by the FRELIMO Party's secretary 
of ideological work, Jorge Rebelo, regarding the need to revise methods for 
training workers and heads of the cooperatives, so that this training will 

meet the requirements imposed by the growth of the movement. 


On this occasion, that member of the FRELIMO Party's Politburo mentioned the 
topic of management cadres in the cooperatives as critical to their satisfac- 
tory operation, suggesting the need to organize a training program after a 
stringent selection of the cadres to be trained. 


It was from this standpoint that the GOAM's [Office for the Organization of 
Provisioning] Consumer Cooperatives Department, based on the previous experi- 
ence, scheduled this course which began on 1 September and is due to conclude 
at the end of this month. 


According to Culsum Amade, this is the first one lasting for a long time; 
because the previous ones had a varying duration from 30 to 45 days. 


The course attendees, numbering 74 of the 80 originally enrolled, are taking 

courses in tax legislation, bank credit, concepts of mathematics, concepts of 

trade, cooperative education, Law 9/79, the Statute on Cooperatives and other 
. subjects. 


Added to these areas are other concepts relating to purchase registering and 


the sale of merchandise, as well as additional documents, with instruction to 
be provided through a work system. 
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That official also remarked: "We are gearing the course to the everyday activi- 
ty that the workers will encounter in the cooperatives to which they are assign- 
ed, and for this reason, during certain courses, the filling out of the usual 
documents is compulsory." 


BM and Commercial Institute Are Assisting the Course 


The holding of this course has the assistance of the Bank of Mozambique and the 
Commercial Institute. The same source went on to say: "We have a bank officer 
to give courses in bank credit. From the Commercial Institute we have the 
students who work in the cooperatives giving courses in various subjects 
associated with accounting in particular." She noted: "As for the students, 
their courses have been monitored by members of the teacher-training section 

of the course." 


A Positive Experience 


When asked to comment on the results of this type of training, particularly the 
fact that the experience is virtually a new one, the subject of our interview 
claimed that it was positive, and possible to apply to new courses. 


That official remarked: "The system makes it possible, at the outset, for the 
imbalances resulting from the differences among those taking the courses with 
respect to academic training to be leveled." 


Citing some of the most obvious instances attesting to the efficacy of this 
type of training, Culsum Amade said: "We did not expect the benefits to be as 
satisfactory as we have observed up until now, simply because the levels of 
academic training were different." The subject of our interview noted in 
conclusion: "But because the system has proved effective, the results are 
satisfactory." 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE TRAINS 140 STUDENTS 
Maputo DIARIO DE MOCAMBIQUE in Portuguese 19 Nov 83 p 4 


[Text] During the past 2 years, the Ministry of Foreign Trade's Cadre Training 
School has succeeded in taking some rather significant steps. This is reflect- 
ed in the graduation of 140 workers from lengthy, intensive courses on importing, 
exporting, insurance, secretarial affairs and other sectors. 


Moreover, during that same period, 150 employees of that agency were given the 
opportunity and the privilege of attending the Institute of Languages. At the 
present time, an additional 243 have been included, added to hundreds of others 
taking the secondary night course, with the fifth and sixth grades. 


Furthermore, hundreds of workers associated with 19 enterprises and institutions 
supervised by the Ministry of Foreign Trade or inv lved in foreign trade owing 
to the features of their activities are also beneiiting from the services of 
that professional training center. 


According to information procured by our reporter from the director of this 
establishment, Salomao Nhantumbo, work is currently under way to have instruc- 
tion given for the seventh, eighth and ninth grades in 1984. This plan would 
benefit another 500 workers, who have already expressed an interest in increas- 
ing their education. 


Recovery of a School 


In order to introduce the aforementioned courses, the nanagement of the school 
made a commitment to the education and culture entities of the city of Maputo 

to recover and equip an elementary school located in the Xipamanine district. 

The proposal is aimed at creating the necessary conditions for offering night- 
time classes. 


This plan, budgeted with about 900 contos for the purchase of desks and chairs, 
installation of the electrical facilities and implementation of other improve- 
ments, will benefit not only the workers in that ministry, but also the children 
of the population of that residential district. ‘his is because the present 
conditions under which it is operating are deficient, since the students attend 
classes seated on the floor. 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


NEW AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY COORDINATION DEPARTMENT PLANNED 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 15 Nov 83 p l 
[Artic!e by Abdul Carimo: “DINAGECA To Centralize Aerial Photography” } 


[Text] A department responsible for coordinating aerial photog*aphy work is 
to be established shortly at the Aerial Transportation (TTA) enterprise, in a 
project which also involves the National Directorate for Geography and Survey 
(DINAGECA), the body which devotes itself to aerial photography in this coun- 
try. In its aerial photography work, the DINAGECA is suppcrted by the TTA, 
the Ministry of National Defense, the Civil Aeronautics Department and the 
Secretariat of State for Physical Planning. 


This major project is basically designed to guarantee and ensure the correct 
execution of all aerial photography work in the country. 


According to what engineer Amandio Cordeiro of the DINAGECA told NOTICIAS, 
one of the goals to be achieved within the framework of this undertaking has 
to do with the development of the technical and material conditions making it 
possible to export aerial photography services to a wide range of countries, 
in particular the member nations of the SADCC. 


“With the establishment of this coordination department, a rather important 
step toward the development of this activity will have been taken, in par- 
ticular because it will allow correct planning and implementation of work 
pertaining to the small, average and large projects in the country, which are 
the focus of all attention, as was determined by the Fourth Party Congress,” 
the director of the DINAGECA said. 


He went on to say, moreover, that the aerial photography work being carried 
out in the country has the support of the DINAGECA (the body responsible for 
execution), the Ministry of National Defense, the TTA, the Civil Aeronautics 
Department and the Secretariat of State for Physical Planning. 


More Contracts Signed 


The DINAGECA, Amandio Cordeiro said, has just signed its second contract with 
the French Stereography Company (SFS), an enterprise which has been working 
in our country for some years in coordination with the DINAGECA in the aerial 
photography of various projects and in the training of skilled Mozambican 
cadres. 
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Another contract was signed with the Mozambican Tea Enterprise (EMOCHA), with 
headquarters in Zambesla, calling for the aerial photography in a wide vari- 
ety of zones where the tea rehabilitation project of that strategic enter- 
prise is under way. 


As our source stressed, the DINAGECA has for some time had various projects 
under way in cooperation with the EMOCHA. The DINAGECA is currently using a 
light plane which will be turned over to the EMOCHA for the execution of 
various photographic tasks. 


Constant Advance Important 


In recent years, the steps taken in the field of aerial photography have been 
numerous, in particular to make it possible to establish a national body to 
assume responsibility for this work, so necessary and important to the com- 
pletion of © number of socioeconomic projects. 


The DINAGECA has passed through three stages from its beginnings some years 
ago to the present. The first involved carrying out the purposes for which 
it was created, in which it had the support of the TTA enterprise. 


The second phase was characterized by the signing of numerous work contracts 
between Mozambique and various countries, including Bulgaria, Sweden, the 
Soviet Union and others, a measure which made an improvement in the planning 
and implementation of all of the work possible. The third phase, in progress 
at present, can be summarized in a whole range of aerial photography work, 
even including the export of services to the member countries of the SADCC 
and the development of better working conditions. 


In these past 3 years, the People's Republic of Mozambique has spent more 
than 67,500 contos on contracts with various foreign enterprises and on the 
purchase of the materials and equipment essential for carrying out aerial 
photography. 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


COMMUNLOUE ON CONSCRIPTION ALTERED--A note received late this afternoon from 

the directorate of mobilization of the general staff in the Ministry of Defense 
alters a point in the communique issued today on compulsory military service. 
Accordingly, the following must be understood on that point: All citizens born 
in 1967 are affected by this campaign, regardless of the day and month of their 
birth. Listeners are informed that the error was made by the organization in 
charge of mobilization. [Text] [MB202028 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 20 Dec 83] 


VLETNAMESE VISIT CAHORA BASSA--The deputy minister of agriculture of the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam, who has been in Tete Province since 15 December, 
yesterday visited the dam and the substation of the Cahora Bassa hydroelectric 
complex. During the visit the Vietnamese deputy minister of agriculture was 
accompanied by the provincial secretary for ideological work of the Frelimo 
party in Tete. Signing the visitors book, the Vietnamese deputy minister of 
agriculture called on workers to value that undertaking so as to ensure the 
tasks of national reconstruction, thus creating well-being and happiness for the 
Mozambican people. [Text] [MB190919 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 0430 
GMT 19 Dec 83] 


WORKERS URGED TO STRENGTHEN VIGILANCE--The workers of the agricultural enter- 
prises of (Lipuzia) and Entre-Rios in Niassa must strengthen vigilance in order 
to prevent the infiltration of the enemy into their units. This was the recom- 
mendation made last week by the provincial director of security for Niassa, who 
has monitored the implementation of tasks related to the patriotic education of 
the masses in the Mandimba District. At meetings held at those production units, 
the official also recommended that those sectors be patrolled by workers them- 
selves, organized by the popular militias. The provincial director of security 
for Niassa also worked last week at the Lissiete production unit and noted that 
the local workers have been involved in combat training. [Text] [MB192000 
Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 1030 GMT 19 Dec 83] 


DANISH DROUGHT AILD--The Mozambique and Danish Governments signed an agreement 
today in Maputo on the supply to our country of 14,000 tons of foodstuffs to 
support the drought stricken populations in the provinces of Gaza and Inhambane. 
The agreement was signed by the deputy chairman of the department of the preven- 
tion of and combat against natural disasters, Minister Aranda da Silva, and the 
charge d'affaires of the Danish Embassy in Maputo, (Pieter Gerr). The transpor- 
tation of the foodstuffs to Mozambique will be provided by the World Food Pro- 
gram. Last year Denmark also gave 14,000 tons of cereals to our country. Aranda 
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da Silva assured the Danish diplomat that the party and government bodies will 
make every effort to ensure that the products reach the affected populations. 
[Text | (MB180625 Domestic Service in Portuguese 1400 GMT 14 Dec 83] 


VLETNAMESE OFFICIAL ON VISIT--We have come here so that together we can share 
the resolution of our problems. This was stated by the deputy minister of agri- 
culture of the SRV in Tete yesterday during a rally held in one of the suburbs 
of the provincial capital. The deputy minister of agriculture of the SRV has 
been in Tete Province as part of his visit to Mozambique. The day before 
yesterday he was honored with a function given by Francisco Joao Pateguana, 
acting Tete governor. [Excerpts] [MB180625 Maputo Doemstic Service in Portu- 
guese 1030 GMT 17 Dec 83} 


UN DROUGHT RELIEF--The Werld Food Program has recently approved a new project 
for tood aid to people affected by drought in Mozambique. A source with the 
Home Trade Ministry told the Mozambique media this afternoon that the project 
includes 27,000 tons of corn, 3,600 tons of beans, and 20 tons of neophyosic 
[neotilizados] products. [Excerpt] [MB180625 Maputo Domestic Service in 
Portuguese 1700 GMT 15 Dec 83] 


SOVLET YOUTH DONATION--A donation from the Soviet All-Union Leninist Communist 
Youth League was presented to the Mozambique Youth Organization [OJM!] in Maputo 
today. The donation, which includes a LADA vehicle and sports, cultural, and 
recreational articles, as well as 100,000 OJM membership cards printed in the 
USSR, was received by Zacarias Kupela, the secretary general of OJM. [Excerpt] 
[MB180625 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 1700 GMT 14 Dec 83] 


MACHEL ARRIVES IN GUINEA-BISSAU--President Samora Machel arrived in Bissau 
yesterday to take part in the summit of the five Portuguese speaking African 
countries. At the Bissau airport the Mozambique head of state was welcomed by 
Bernardino Vieira, president of Guinea-Bissau, and the presidents of Angola, 
Cape Verde, and Sao Tome and Principe, who had already arrived in the Guinean 
capital. The Mozambique presidential delegation, which left Maputo last Friday, 
stopped over in Luanda and Cotonou, capitals of Angola and Benin respectively. 
The delegation was received by the presidents of the respective countries. 

It will be recalled that the Mozambique delegation to the Bissau summit of the 
five heads of state includes Joaquim Chissano, minister of foreign affairs; 
Jacinto Veloso, minister in the presidency for economic affairs; and the deputy 
ministers of the merchang navy and foreign trade. [Text] [MB181130 Maputo 
Domestic Service in Portuguese 0600 GMT 18 Dec 83] 


MILITARY CONSCRIPTION PLANNED--The military conscription campaign will be held 
throughout the country from 2 January to 2 March 1984, and will cover all 
Mozambican nationals who were born in 1966, regardless of the day and month 
when they were born. According to a communique from the National Defense Minis- 
try, registration will also include Mozambicans who did not do so in the past 

as long as they are over 18 years of age and less than 30 years old. Registra- 
tion posts will be set up countrywide for the campaign, and they will be 
announced shortly in each province or town. On registering, a person must 
present two passport-size photographs, a resident card or a statement issued to 
him by the political organizations of the residential area where he has been 
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living tor over a year, and a certificate or statement confirming his education- 


al qualitications. The Defense Ministry communique stresses that requests for 
postponements in joining the armed forces must be made in writing to the general 
staft of the Mozambique Armed Forces before a Mozambican national is called to 
serve his term of compulsory military service. The statement states that from 
now on any national military age who may wish to go abroad on holidays will have 
to request permission from the ge..eral staff of the armed forces at least 60 
days before doing so. [Text] [MB201620 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1030 GMT 20 Dec 83] 





GALVANIZED STEEL PLATE PRODUCTION--Upon the completion of the work to install a 
new lead tank for galvanizing in the plate section last April, the Mozambican 
Steel Industry [IMA] in the city of Maputo recently resumed the manufacturing of 
zinc plates for roof covering. Castigo Lebia, acting chief of the plate section, 
disclosed that the installation of this new tank and the resultant resumption of 
zine plate manufacturing by the Mozambican Steel Industry are occurring after a 
stoppage of over a year, because the previous tank had been punctured. The 

Same source noted that the work to install the lead tank for galvanizing zinc 
plates was done by a group of six local workers; while the respective equipment 
was designed and produced by the workers at Cometal-Mometal, at the order of 

the IMA management. In a discussion with our reporter, Alberto Julio Dimande, 
head of IMA, claimed that several activities had been under way to recover 
machinery damaged many years ago, in action aimed primarily at improving produc- 
tion and working conditions. In this connection, the workers from the Mozambi- 
can Steel Industry, in coordination with those from ECOME, proceeded to install 
new air ducts to clean pipes (both those for irrigation and those for channel- 
ing water), before they entered the galvanization line. This work was accom- 
p'ished in the pre-heating section, where the repair of the conveyor belt carry- 
ing pipes from the hot air ducts to the galvanization section was also made. 
[Excerpt] [Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 19 Nov 83 p 3] 2909 


SIX NEW COOPERATIVES--In the Matadouro section of the city of Beira, six coope- 
ratives have been formed in different branches of production, as a result of 
"Operation Production," which is under way in the country. Of this group, the 
agricultural cooperative, located in Inhangoma, one of the communal units in 
the district, and the one for coal dealing, are already in full operation. 

The others, for shoemakers, tailors, carpenters and blacksmiths, are still in 
an embryonic phase. According to Filipe Filimone Moveis, head of the carpen- 
ters' cooperative, the backing from the local entities has been efficient, and 
as a result of this some progress has already been made. That source stressed 
that they now have an office which is not yet covered merely for lack of plates. 
However, of the 120 plates reported as necessary, 30 will be provided by CETA 
(Structures, Leveling and Asphalting Building Company], as a result of the 
mobilization of the rank and file entities in the district to back the creation 
of the cooperatives. [Text] [Beira DIARIO DE MOCAMBIQUE in Portuguese 17 Nov 

83 p 2] 2909 
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NIGER 


CONTINUING DEPENDENCE ON FOREIGN FINANCIAL AID EXAMINED 
Libreville L'UNION in French 21, 22 Nov 83 
[21 Nov 83 p 5] 


[Text] Last Monday in Paris Niger reached agreement in principle with its 
financial donors on a rescheduling of its debts, an event of the greatest 
importance for this country which has been engaged for a year now in 
carrying out a policy of rigorous financial reform, the harsh effects of 
which are just beginning to be felt. 


This landlocked Sahelian country in the heart of black Africa, classified by 
the United Nations as one the world's 30 least developed countries (LLDC's), 
has been scourged mercilessly by the international economic crisis, whose 
effects have included persistent weakness in the uranium market and 
significant decline in its export markets. 


"The disappointments in chis area are a reflection of the very high hopes 
people had," according to economic officials in Niamey. During the "boom" 
in the late 1970's--uranium income had increased twenty-fold between 1974 
and 1979--was followed by a brutal downturn at the very time when the 
country had just launched an ambitious investment program that had been 
incorporated in the 1979-1983 5-year plan. 


Even though the price commanded by Nigerien uranium has remained stable and 
generally higher than world "spot prices," the diminution of outlets has 
resulted in substantial swelling of the reserve stocks of the extracting 
companies (SOMAIR [Air Region Mining Company] and COMINAK [Akouta Mining 
Company]). The result has been financial problems for the companies and, 
as a corollary, a major loss of revenue for the state, since uranium's 
contribution to the treasury declined by 50 percent between 1979 and 1982. 


A policy designed to promote investment was unable to stop the decline in 
growth rate, which fell from an average of 7.5 percent between 1977 and 
1980 to 0.5 percent in 1982. The policy also led to a mushrooming of the 
public debt, which now amounts to some Fr CFA 330 billion, according to 
informed sources. 








Debt service payments due this year amount to close to Fr CFA 34 billion, 
according to the same sources, an amount equal to one-fourth of all export 
earnings. To this must be added some Fr CFA 25 billion in arrears owed 

by the government to the enterprises and banks. 

"It became absolutely essential to take the bull by the horns." This is why 
"a policy deliberately designed to do this was clearly spelled out in the 
1983 budget bill." A provision designed to contain operating expenses of 
government agencies, first appearing in 1983, was extended to 1984, and 
the appropriation for the National Investment Fund (FNI), which amounted 
to Fr CFA 17 billion in 1982, was reduced to 7 billion for both 1983 and 
1984. 


The government has also taken cognizance of the fact that the para-statal 
sector represents an ‘insupportable burden" to the community. The public 
authorities, with the head of state in the lead, have clearly stated that 
"unprofitable enterprises will be shut down," as in the case of SONIFAM 
(Nigerien Furniture Manufacturing Company), whose several hundred employees 
have been laid off. 


Companies as important as SONICHAR (the Nigerien Charcoal Company of Anou 
Araren) and NIGELEC (Nigerien Electric Company)--whose cumulative deficit 
in water supply operations had reached Fr CFA 3 billion by the end of 
1982--are being audited. 


Finally, a severe blow has been dealt to the government marketing system, 
which has also been criticized as too costly: the Nigerien Foodstuffs 
Office (OPVN), responsible among other things for insuring that grain is 
distributed efficiently throughout the country, and which has lost Fr CFA 
1 billion per year in recent years, has been forced to drastically reduce 
the number of its distribution centers, from 220 to 79. 


Similarly, the state monopoly on marketing of a number of basic food products 
has been largely dismantled, a process which has worked to the advantage of 
private businessmen, whom the state--aware of the risk of runaway prices-- 
constantly exhorts to show their "civic spirit." 


While the austerity policy, to its credit, has slowed down inflation 

somewhat compared to the levels of 2 years ago, it has nevertheless 

increased unemployment, particularly in the para-statal sector, and kept wages 
from rising. The minimum wage, for example, has scarcely budged in the last 

2 years. 


[22 Nov 83 p 5] 


[Text] Whatever efforts governmental authorities may make, observers say, 
Niger will remain dependent on external aid of every kind. 


The results of current negotiations to fix the 1984 uranium price (it was Fr 
CFA 27,500 per kilogram in 1983) will be of great importance for the country. 











On the other hand, the satisfactory results of the latest harvests--despite 
the severity of the drought afflicting the entire sub-region--will reduce 
the drain on the country's precious foreign exchange reserves. 


But external aid--which in 1981, for example, amounted to some Fr CFA 80 
billion, an amount equal to the government's budget for the year--is more 
necessary than ever. This is especially true, according to economic circles 
in Niamey, hecause by the terms of a $30 million loan agreement made with 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) in 1983, Niger must confine its 
borrowing to "soft" loans (loans for more than 15 years at interest rates 
less than 5.75 percent). 


In the face of this situation, the agreement in principle obtained from its 
fund donors this week on rescheduling of its external debt constitutes a 
lifesaving shot in the arm for Niger, whose economy is engaged in a long- 
range process of restructuring and renovation. 


9516 
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NIGER 


ASPECTS OF ECONOMIC COOPERATION WITH FRG OUTLINED 
Overview of Specialized Cooperation 
Niamey LE SAHEL in French 24 Nov 83 p 2 
[Article by Ali Moussa Chaoueye: "Specialized Cooperation in Infrastructures" ] 


[Text] Cooperation between Niger and the Federal Republic of Germany is ex- 
pressed in the support that country gives us in the investment field. It is 
in fact cooperation based on infrastructures, whether in the area of rural 
development, sanitation systems, energy, telecommunications and industry. 


One must make a distinction between financial cooperation and technical coop- 
eration. Financing involved amounts to 265 million marks, some 29.15 billion 
CFA francs. 


By 30 June 1983 (latest estimate), investments on the order of 21.6 billion 
had been made by German cooperation. These investments are distributed by 
sector: rural development, 5.1 billion; road system, 6.3 billion; telecommun- 
ications, 2.2 billion; urban sanitation systems and water, 6.7 billion; and 
nearly 1.2 billion in industry and miscellaneous. 


Rural Development 


In the field of rural development, major projects have been carried out or are 
being carried out. For example, studies are being conducted for the construc- 
tions of slaughterhouses. The Tiaguirire ranch has been completed since 1981. 
Agricultural water projects in Galmi are underway. They include 160 hectares 

and should be finished by February. 


The Namari-Goungou development is also a project being co-financed by the World 
Bank with financial participation of the German Reconstruction Credit Bank, 
commonly known as the KRW. This project will be completed in December and 
developed parcels will total on the order of 1,300 hectares. The Federal 
Republic of Germany is involved in 35 percent. 


Communications and Telecommunications 
A new radio station has been set up with German financing. Credits were on 


the order of 25 million marks. Previously, studio equipment for the Voice of 
the Sahel was provided, costing nearly 7.8 million marks. 
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The Niamey-Torodi road to the Upper Voltan Lurder will cost 7 billion CFA 
francs and the FRG will have financed it in its entirety. 


Maradi Water System and Secondary Centers 


These projects will soon be underway. For secondary centers, the amount is 
7? million marks and the Maradi water system will cost an estimated 13 million 
German marks. 


Sanitation Systems and City Planning 


These are projects such as the water and electricity systems in Zinder and 
Niamey. The FRG partially financed the Goudel water station (see article on 
the subject). It completed a number of infrastructures such as the Niamey- 
Tillabery "free tension." In Zinder, a program is underway to build a water 
system with German financing. 


In Maradi, there is a sanitation project. Actually, the FRG is in the process 
of setting up domestic garbage bins in the city of Maradi, building a munici- 
pal garage and training workers and foremen for better city maintenance. 


In Niamey, a municipal garage will be built and sanitary facilities will be 
set up throughout the city. There will also be garbage trucks. The FRG's 
financial participation amounts to some 11 million marks. 


Industrial Infrastructures and Miscellaneous 


SONILCERAM II [expansion unknown], which cost nearly 2 billion CFA francs, was 
financed by the FRG to the tune of nearly 600 million CFA francs. More German 
financing will be used to provide the Ministry of Health with special ambu- 
lances. 


Water Supply 
Niamey LE SAHEL in French 24 Nov 83 p 9 
[Article by Joseph Seydou Allakaye: "Water and Agricultural Water Projects"] 


[Text] While many Nigeriens know that the Federal Republic of Germany is 
working tirelessly drilling wells and completing sanitation projects, they 

are generally unaware when the German water policy for our country began. 
Action began in 1966-1967 through cooperation with OFEDES [Office of Subsoil 
Water] for completing maintenance workshops. German aid to Niger is parti- 
cularly precious for the water policy because it is based on the participation 
of the people, as the Development Company emphasizes. 


After this initial experiment bore fruit, the Federal Republic of Germany, 
through the German Office of Technical Cooperation (GTZ), proceeded to drill 
234 wells in the Department of Niamey between 1978 and 1982, with OFEDES. The 
second phase began with the Tessaoua project, which will serve as a model for 
all water projects. The Tessaoua project is cited as an example because it is 
at that level that the effective participation of the people was positively 
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demonstrated. One begins by informing the people before asking for their par- 
ticipation in drilling wells. One then trains two or three village divers who 
will maintain the wells. Well sinkers from a single region will thus be able 
to handle from 10 to 15 villages to maintain wells. 


The Tessaoua project itself has 43 new wells, 30 superstructures constructed 
over existing wells, 50 well lips, 10 reconstructions and 200 watering troughs. 
The budgét for the Tessaoua project totals 259.3 million CFA frances. A program 
for 200 wells is being set up for the Department of Tahoua and another 200 

in Agadez. There are also plans for an infrastructure project in Air and 

a new water supply for the Iferouane phreatic water. 


Top priority in this water policy of the FRG and the Nigerien Government is 
given to the rural world in order to improve the health of rural people. Once 
a well is completed, it must be used and used for a long time. That is why 
great importance is attached to maintenance and care by the people involved. 
Such a practice will reduce the cost to the government. With the drilling of 
awell, especially during this period of drought, a number of measures must 

be taken. 


First of all, existing resources must be surveyed and the people must be 
properly informed in order to achieve their effective participation. With 
respect to this participation, the people will provide superstructures and 

the surrounding well areas. All of this is well and good, but what is espe- 
cially important is followup for any given project. The wells must be main- 
tained. Actually, as the saying goes, "It is not enough to bring a child into 
the world. One has to teach him to walk." 


Water Treatment Plant 
Niamey LE SAHEL in French 24 Nov 83 p 9 


[Article by Issa Inouss: '"Goudel Water Treatment Plant" ] 

[Text] The Goudel water treatment plant offers the features of a verdant, 
even resort countryside alongside the splendid administrative building over- 
looking the technical facilities. One would think it is a magnificent hotel 
situated in this part of the river valley if it were not for the many signs 
placed here and there reminding the uninformed visitor that it is a technical 
facility or better, a peaceful factory. There is none of the noise associated 
with other industrial plants. Nor does one see the customary technical 
equipment immediately, for everything seems planned to lend to the serenity, 
charm and splendor of the site. 


The choice of the plant site was guided by the abundant flow of the river and 
the geographic location above urban dumping. 


The rapid population growth of the city of Niamey caused the technical services 
involved to think of increasing the city's drinking water capacity as early as 
1968. A study to expand and reinforce existing facilities was undertaking at 

the prompting of the Ministry of Public Works, which in 1973 entrusted the GKW 


106 











[expansion unknown], a German cooperation agency, with completion of a project 
to supply Niamey with water until 1989. 


Calls for bids were issued in 1974 and work began in 1975. The overall pro- 
ject is divided into three phases, only one of which has been completed to 
date. With respect to the first phase, work was extended over a period running 
from May 1975 to April 1980. It was decided to build towers 8 and 9, located 

at Upper Yantala and near the CEG IV [expansion unknown], then to build the 
water delivery system for the Yantala, Boukoki, Poudriere and other districts. 


The Goudel plant itself went into operation in March 1979. It was then 
equipped with a remote control system to oversee facilities in order to handle 
possible technical problems. 


For the three final phases, the plant will have a production capacity of 

80,000 cubic meters of drinking water a day. While the needs of the city of 
Niamey are an estimated 55,000 cubic meters a day, the first phase has only a 
nominal production capacity of 20,000 cubic meters a day. That is why the 
different authorities deemed it useful, within the framework of plant financing, 
to improve the Yantala pumping station at a cost of 85 million CFA francs, 

in order to be able to approach estimated needs. The Yantala station pro- 
duces 20,000 cubic meters a day also and thereby increases total production 

to 40,000 cubic meters a day, a tangible difference of 15,000 cubic meters a 
day, thus meeting the threshold of the city's water needs. 


On the whole, the Goudel plant cost over 2 billion, including 375 million 
for studies, 325 million for construction of water towers 8 and 9, 1.25 million 
for 78 kilometers of pipes, 465 million for auxiliary facilities, and so on. 


Financing was jointly provided by the FRG and our country, for a total amount 
of 4 billion CFA francs, covering all three phases, including 3 billion pro- 
vided by the FRG. Likewise, at the beginning of the first phase, technical 
supervision was previded by German instructors. Plant personnel, numbering 
37, also completed technical and professional training. 


Concerning operation, water taken from the Niger River is pumped to the mixer. 
Aluminum sulfate, chlorine and lime are added and the water is piped into the 
decanter where mud settles out. The water is then filtered through sand 

and piped to the storage and distribution system. Finally, quality control 

is done at the plant laboratory and a bacteriological examination is done at 
the Niamey hospital. 


All data show that the city of Niamey has a drinking water shortage in the 
city itself and outlying areas. One can therefore understand the concern 

of NIGELEC [Niger Electric Power Company] and its water management officials 
because it goes without saying that the years ahead will be difficult if 
nothing is done to complete the remaining two phases of the project. 


One can even consider the problem as already serious, especially in the months 


of March, April and May, for, according to the official, "the first plant 
dates from the 1950's." It is therefore essential, despite the difficult 
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economic and financial situation, to study the problems of the water sector, 
which for every individual is a vital need. It is therefore necessary to 
recall that no life is possible without water. For us and everyone else, water 
is a synonym for life. 


Improvement of Town of Tahoua 
Niamey LE SAHEL in French 25-27 Nov 83 p 2 
[Article by Issaka Garba: "Gradual Sanitation of City of Tahoua"'] 


[Text} For some time, the city of Tahoua has been the scene of intense activ- 
ity on sanitation projects. Today, the main streets, once impassable during 
the rainy season and strewn with debris of all kinds, look different, proving 
that something is being done to make this departmental capital cleaner and 
more attractive. In the city of Tahoua, sanitation is proceeding full speed 
ahead because a unique project within the framework of cooperation between the 
FRG and Niger is being carried out through financing from the GTZ [expansion 
unknown] and because in Tahoua, local authorities are stepping up action on 
public health. 


The sanitation project is unique in our country because we have paved roads 
that facilitate the drainage of rain water and road traffic. 


According to commune Mayor Amadou Mossi, the project began in November 1980 
and has five phases: construction of anti-erosion works; construction of 
paved roads; construction of public and private bathrooms; the establishment 
of work sites; and garbage collection systems and the construction of a public 
dump. In 3 years of activity, the sanitation project has made progress but 
there is a long way to go before it will be completed. Tahoua now has paved 
roads that are the pride of residents and authorities because, as the mayor 
says, ‘Before, we did not know what to do; we could not move around." 


Let us look at progress on the project: 


With respect to the first phase, construction of anti-erosion works, it was 

a matter of building a channel 1,660 meters long to the Tahoua city limits in 
the south to make it possible to drain off rain water coming from the south- 
eastern section of the city and which once flooded a large part of the city. 
At the present time, rain water is drained off through the canal. 


With respect to the second phase, construction of paved roads throughout the 
city of Tahoua, it was also for the purpose of draining off rain water. This 
system of paved roads has advantages. One does not need to build water drain- 
age canals as in the case of tarred roads. Some 1,749 meters of paved roads 
were built on National Road 1 and National Road 2. "Some 4,350 meters were 
programmed, but the program could not be completed because we have not mastered 
this new system,"' the mayor says. "It was with the funds available that we 
built 1,749 meters of roads 8 meters wide and 6 meters wide at intersections." 


With respect to the third phase, construction of public and private bathrooms, 
the public bathroom phase was not begun because, according to the mayor, '"'the 
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construction of public bathrooms is expensive. A total of 50 private bath- 
rooms were planned and 10 were built in the different districts. The program 
is moving ahead." 


The fourth phase involves the construction of work sites. There are plans 
to rebuild the shed of the old slaughterhouse to house the project to build 
offices, cabins or huts and a space for the machine that makes paving stones. 


Concerning the fifth phase, garbage collection, it is a matter of distributing 
the carts driven by young people in order to collect household garbage and 
dump it at the site set up in the southwestern part of the city. 


The advantage of the system is that the garbage is directly collected from 
families. This prevents the scattering of refuse throughout the city. For 
the time being, 13 carts are circulating in the different districts of the 
city of Tahoua. 


In the sanitation project, the FRG was to provide 190 million CFA francs 
and Niger 40 million francs, plus a contribution from the FNI [presumably 
National Investment Fund]. The GTZ is responsible for supervision of the 
work, through a French technician, who is aided by a Nigerien. 


The first phase of the project is completed and the second phase has now begun. 
In this second phase, wide-ranging projects sre planned and, according to the 
mayor, ‘considering this situation, certain material needs might be expressed 
in order to complete work satisfactorily, a second phase for which 260 million 
CFA francs are planned.” 


[t is obvious that this sanitation project has solved many problems facing 

the city of Tahoua. For example, this project has made it possible to provide 
work for masons, laborers and drivers. Another important point concerning 

the population of Tahoua is that no longer do the people have to deal with 
flooded streets and districts. Drainage of rain water is normal and those 
using the roads are therefore relieved. 


Concerning the bathrooms and garbage collection system, residents of the city 
of Tahoua have been informed about the collection system. Following meetings, 
district leaders, the sarkin samari, were responsible for informing the people 
of the benefits of the project, which has protected Tahoua from floods and 
unhealthy conditions. This model of sanitation could be followed in other 
cities that deserve to have sanitation systems. 


Tahoua Hospital 


In the field of health, construction and equipping of the Tahoua hospital, 
within the framework of Nigerien-German cooperation, are cited as an example. 


Actually, while providing technical assistance, the FRG has also provided 
equipment: X-ray equipment, a laboratory, dental office, operating tables, 
sterilization equipment, beds, and so on, plus a vehicle maintenance garage, 
pharmacy, washing machines and two equipment storage warehouses. 
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According to Issaka Karimou, director of the Tahoua hospital, pharmaceutical 
products are available and medical centers in the department are supplied by 
the hospital. 


Maintenance and operating costs were borne by the FRG, which provided our 
country with German doctors to work in the Tahoua hospital, including two 
surgeons, general practitioners and Nigerien personnel. 


The project lasted 7/7 years, years during which the German mission trained 
Nigerien specialists were trained: X-ray technicians and anesthetists. 

In addition, a well-stocked library enabled Nigerien personnel to enrich 

their knowledge. Today, the hospital is entirely in the hands of the Nigerien 
Government. 


Radio Cooperation 
Niamey LE SAHEL in French 25-27 Nov 83 p 9 
[Article by Boubacar Zibo: "Radio Cooperation" 


[Text] Nigerien-German radio cooperation is 14 years old. It was actually 
14 years ago that the foundations were laid for that cooperation, cooperation 
that to date has been sound and exemplary. 


More than in the field of artistic and cultural exchanges, radio cooperation 
between Germany and Third World countries, Niger in particular, is prompt 
and adequate with respect to technical facilities, especially the studios. 


Results in the field of radio cooperation are concrete and visible. From 

the two relatively poor studios existing at the time of independence, the 
Niger Radio and Television Broadcasting Office (ORTN) now has a wide range of 
equipment, partly thanks to the intervention of the Federal Republic of 
Germany through the GTZ and the BMZ, the two German organizations responsible 
for technical cooperation. 


While the GTZ and the BMZ have been involved in the upgrading of existing 
studios, program scheduling, the supplying of spare parts and equipment main- 
tenance for the purposes of proper radio production and broadcasting, they 
have not been inactive either confronted with the needs that have emerged 
during these 14 years of the presence of German technicians in our country. 


What are these new needs? 


According to Michand, technician assigned to low frequency (BF) maintenance 
with the ORTN, "in continuing this cooperation in radiobroadcasting, certain 
new needs have emerged, particularly the establishment of rural radio stations, 
programming, and so on. 


"We are even anticipating assigning an expert in program scheduling, another 


in the classification of archives, and so on, within the framework of a new 
project for the new radio station,” he continued. 
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[In addition, there is a third person who will be assigned for 2 years to the 
maintenance of generators and air conditioning for the new radio station. 


German cooperation in radiobroadcasting mainly has to do with the setting up 
of studios. 


"This is an important aspect, to be sure. In the field of radiobroadcasting, 
it is obvious that technical matters are of top priority. Finally, German 
cooperation in this field can also occur in other sectors, in journalism, for 
example. One cannot say that there is absolute, exclusive priority," Michand 
said. 


For the new radio station, designed and equipped almost entirely with German 
equipment, a radio station that was once the tiny "Unimog" in 1969, one can 
predict perfect continuity of radio cooperation between Niger and the FRG. 


Summary by Minister 
Niamey LE SAHEL in French 24 Nov 83 pp 3-4 


{Interview with minister of foreign affairs and cooperation; date and place not 
given] 


[Text] [Question] Mr Minister, a few days after the visit by the president 
of the Federal Republic of Germany, can you summarize Nigerien-German coopera- 
tion for us? 4 


[Answer] Cooperation between the two countries can be measured through the 
decisions made annually by the representatives of these countries meeting 
within the framework of the Joint Cooperation Commission or the Joint Grand 
Cooperation Commission. The difference stems from the fact that the Grand 
Commission is always headed by the minister of foreign affairs. 





In this connection, I would immediately like to say that the balance sheet of 
Nigerien-German cooperation was drawn up on the occasion of the most recent 
meetings of that privileged instrument of cooperation, the Joint Commission, 
meeting in Bonn in the Federal Republic of Germany from 5 to 7 September. 


The observation was made that the balance sheet of actions decided upon at 
previous meetings is largely positive in the sense that it satisfied both 
governments. 


In addition, the balance sheet is reflected at two levels in the area of 
bilateral cooperation: first of all, through respect for deadlines set for 
joint projects; and second, the amount of assistance given to Niger by the 
FRG. 


On the first point, I can tell you, in the light of results presented to me, 
that projects are proceeding normally, on schedule. 


As for the volume of aid given to Niger by the FRG, I would say that it has 
reached a substantial level. 
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{Question} What are the main areas of intervention for German aid to Niger? 


[Answer] Two approaches are possible: Either the donor country must define 
areas in which it can intervene, based on previously established criteria, 
without there necessarily existing any correlation between the concerns of one 
party and the needs of the other. 


Or, both countries must determine sectors in which aid will support development 
actions. 


German aid to Niger responds to the second approach to the extent that our 
programs are drafted jointly at intergovernmental negotiations. 


Having said that much, the main sectors benefiting from such aid are quite 
varied. 


Projects defined touch nearly all major areas of development: rural develop- 
ment, water projects, infrastructure, training, information, to name but a few. 


Total annual aid, with all sectors combined, amounts to 90 million marks for 
1983, made up entirely of grants. 


[Question] What are the sectors toward which the government of our country 
would like to see that aid channeled? 


‘Answer}] The sectors to which aid is channeled already respond to national 
priorities. They are decided upon jointly when they are not determined at 

the request of our government. In other words, the choice is perfectly adapted 
to our priorities. 


Having said that much, all fruitful cooperation must be expanded and intensi- 
fied in order to express the political determination of the partners. That is 
why | express the hope of seeing it further developed and expanded. 


[Question] In conclusion, Mr Minister, how is Nigerien-German cooperation 
doing in this period of international economic crisis? 


fAnswer] The crisis has definitely affected both developed and developing 
countries such as the Federal Republic of Germany and Niger. But the fact 
nevertheless remains that German aid to our country in real terms has remained 
at its previous level, despite difficulties linked to the current economic 
crisis. 


I woule add that it is satisfactory from a double standpoint: first of all, 
in teims of its scope: 90 million marks, over 13 billion CFA francs; and 
second, in terms of its nature, exclusively made up of gifts, which makes 
German aid friendly, effective and appreciated. 


Nevertheless, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the German Govern- 
ment and reiterate the gratitude of the Nigerien Government. 
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SENEGAL 


SOVLET GOVERNMENT DONATES VETERINARY MATERIALS 
Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 23 Nov 83 p 4 


[Excerpts] As a contribution toward Operation Save Senegal's Livestock, 
the government of the USSR has provided our’ country a large amount of 
veterinary products and equipment worth some Fr CFA 20 million. The gift 
was officially received yesterday morning at the stock raising directorate 
warehouse at Almadies by Dr Papa Daouda Fall, deputy director of Health 
and Animal Products, at ceremonies attended by Mr Yuriy Belskiy, USSR 
Ambassador to Senegal. 


In his remarks at the ceremony, Dr Fall noted that in 1975 the USSR had 
provided our country with a large amount of veterinary products and 
equipment intended to strengthen the capabilities of our eams in the 
interior. Today, he continued, speaking to the Soviet ambassador, 

"your country continues to build ties of cooperation between Senegal and 
the Soviet Union in the subsector of stock raising, by participating in 
the Senegalese Government's action to save the livestock herds, which 
have been hit hard by the drought, in the operation known as Save the 
Livestock.” He also noted that the general livestock picture has been 

a cause for concern since the rainy season of 1982. Dr Fall also said 
that the shortage of rainfall has resulted in a decline in forage and 
stockwater, thus subjecting livestock herds to a long and difficult period 
of tribulation. He said the situation has been further complicated this 
year by various stock diseases which have caused some fatalities. He 

also noted that the livestock in their present weakened condition have 
practically no resistance to attack by infectious diseases and the various 
parasites--internal, external and sanguicoles [translation unknown]--which 
thrive on the intense mixing of animals going and coming in every direction. 
This is why, he said, that analysis of the rainy season of 1982-1983 had 
led the Senegalese Government to predict that the "tiding-over" period 
would be difficult for all the livestock in the northern zone. This is 
why as early as September of last year it had launched an appeal for 
international assistance for the livestock. Dr Fall also said that this 
donation of veterinary medicaments is very well adapted for the specific 
treatment of the diseases from which the majority of the nation's 
livestock are now suffering. The deputy director of Health and Animal 
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Products also said that the USSR's contribution complements the actions 
the government has been taking since August to distribute 4,000 tons of 
cattle cakes and 1,000 tons of degraded grain. In conclusion, he said 
that the donation will further cooperation between our two countries in 
the field of stock raising. 


The Soviet ambassador to Senegal, Mr Yuriy Belskiy, said the USSR, upon 


learning of our difficult plight, had decided to come to Senegal's 
assistance a second time. 
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SENEGAL 


GENERAL DECLINE OF AGRICULTURAL OUTPUT IN SINE-SALOUM NOTED 
Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 22 Nov 83 p 8 


[Excerpts] The rainy season this year in Sine-Saloum was certainly a 
disappointment. The harvest is not expected to amount to more than 275,055 
tons of peanuts, 185,322 tons of millet and 1,400 tons of cotton. 


Indeed, rainfall this year is just about half that of 1980 in some depart- 
ments like Kaolack, Fatick and Kaffrine, although this is not true for 

the region as a whole. In 1980, rainfall amounted to 484.1 mm, compared 
to 365.1 mm this year. 


Agricultural experts note that since 1975 the region has alternated 
between 2 years of good rainfall and 2 years of poor rainfall. The 
drought, it will be recalled, settled in completely by 1970. Between 
1967 and 1970 average rainfall dropped from 955 mm to 485 mm. In the 
last 13 years Sine-Saloum has recorded rainfall in excess of 600 [mm] 
only four times (1971, 1975, 1978 and 1979). 


Rainfall conditions this year are all the more surprising because after 
harvesting 480,189 tons of peanuts last year we now expect to reap only 
275,055 tons this year. Production of all the other agricultural products 
is also declining. Overall agricultural production is disastrously low, 
even if yields are adequate in some rural communities such as Wack-Ngouna, 
Toubacouta, Fimela, Kahone and Ouadiour. 


The marketing campaign, which will get underway on 5 December, will not 
be like the one last year. The region may have difficulty reconstituting 
its seed stock. 


Two fears which are of intense concern to agricultural specialists [as 
printed] and to deal with the crisis, according to Mr Ibrahima Sene, 
regional agricultural production inspector, "the government will have 

to agree to sacrifice vegetable oil in favor of seed, as it did in 1980." 


The regional agricultural production inspector also thinks that crop 


varieties grown in the region need to be changed if the peasants are to 
be able to adapt to the new situation. The opinion has in fact been 
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theoretically available since 1981, with the introduction of fast-growing 
groundnut varieties such as 55-437 and 73-30, which were first grown in 
the Thies region. 


Fast Growing Varieties 


Peasants have shown plenty of skepticism, especially in the district of 
Malhem-Hoddar, in Kaffrine department, but growers quickly began clamoring 
for the 55-437. They were not alone. In fact, when the current agri- 
cultural season started, more than 50 percent of the growers demanded 

that variety. Thus the 55-437 was the principal variety cultivated by 

the peasants in Gossas, Fatick (except for Fimela arrondissement) and 
Kaffrine, with 73-30 in second place. 


Growers should continue to have the option. Agricultural experts believe 
this is desirable, and according to the regional agricultural production 
inspector the idea will be to hold on to 55-437 while expanding the use 
of 73-30, which is also a fast-growing variety (taking 90 days to mature) 
and poses a minimal risk of regermination. 


Mr Ibrahima Sene said that research and development specialists are in 
agreement that the fast-growing varieties are the only safe way to 
alleviate the effects of the drought. In addition to 55-437 and 73-30, 
research and development specialists believe it should be possible to 
find varieties that mature even faster than 90 days without reducing 
yields. 


9516 
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SENEGAL 


BRIEFS 


BADEA WATER PROJECT LOAN--Under an agreement signed in Naimey recently, 
BADEA is to lend $5m. to Senegal in support of a rural and pastoral water 
project. The project aims to make supply of water in different parts of 

the country more regular and will benefit 250 rural communities with 107,620 
inhabitants and a large number of livestock. [Text] [London WEST AFRICA in 
English No 3459, 28 Nov 83 p 2769] 


OPPOSITION ENDS ASSEMBLY BOYCOTT--Out of nine opposition members of the 
National Assembly, seven attended the opening session on November 16 thus 
ending the post-election boycott of the first session after the February 2/7 
elections. The absentees were Maitre Abdoulaye Wade, leader of the /Parti 
démocratique sénégalais, / fin italics] and Professor Cheikh Anta Diop 
leader of the /Rassemblement national démocratique./ [in italics] [Text] 
[London WEST AFRICA in English No 3459, 28 Nov 83 p 2778] 


PEAT DEPOSIT FOUND--"There is very definitely peat between the village 
of Kahone and Kaolack's Noirot bridge." This announcement by Mr Papa 
Salif Dembele, chief of the regional office of [the Department of ] 
Mining and Geology, removes all doubt as to the existence of this energy 
source in the region. In addition, the newly created Senegal Peat Company 
has certified the existence of this deposit. Studies are under way to 
determine the quality and profitability of the Sine-Saloum peat. These 
studies will have to be completed before it is decided whether to exploit 
the peat. Meanwhile, the discovery is certainly a welcome one, coming 

at a time when the finaicial hemorrhage resulting from oil imports is 

so severe that it has upset our trade balance. The existence of a 
domestic energy source would thus be a good thing. For the moment, 
geologists are observing caution regarding the possibility of exploiting 
this peat which is deposited along the [banks of the] Saloum. [Text] 
{Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 22 Nov 83 p 8] 9516 
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D TAMOND 


INDUSTRY PRESENT SITUATION DISCUSSED 


SIERRA LEONE 


London WEST AFRICA in English No 3459, 28 Nov 83 p 2758 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


Diamonds used to be re- 
sponsible for over 79 per cent of 
Sierra Leone's total export earn- 
ings but there has been a steady 
decline in that sector of the 
country’s economy since the mid 
seventies. 

Finance Minister, Salia Jusu- 
Shenff believes that intensive 
smuggling and the progressive 
depletion of alluvial reserves are 
responsible for the anomaly. 
While competent mining sources 
agree with him on the question 
of smuggling, there is a total 
disagreement over the alleged 
progressive depletion of re- 
serves. The scurces claim that 
there has in fact been no fall in 
the production of diamonds 
although statistics show that offi- 
cial figures in the marketing of 
diamonds declined from |'42m. 
carats per annum in the mid 
seventies to the current figure of 


210.000 carats. _ 
Observers believe that the 


granting of mining as well as 
dealers’ licences to aliens most 
of whom smuggle out more than 
80 per cent of their output and 
the involvement in mining of 
people highly placed in society 
including cabinet mmisters and 
others very close to the Head of 
State who leave the country un 
checked, are major factors re- 
sponsible for the steady decline 
in the official production figures. 

The National Diamond Min- 
ing Company, DIMINCO, has a 
slightly different story to tell. 
Company sources attribute the 
fall in the company’s output and 
tax receipt to the government's 
foot dragging on the question of 


3400/388 


illicit, mining. Successive annual 
reports by the company's Board 
of Directors have blamed the 
government for failing to honour 
an important clause in the agree- 
ment between them which 
makes it incumbent upon the 
Sierra Leone government to pro- 
tect the company from the activi- 
ties of illicit miners. 

Ironically, government offi- 
cials including secunty personne! 
in the company’s leased out 
areas whose responsibility it is to 
check the activities of illicit min- 
ers, organise gangs of such min- 
ers and allocate to themseives 
mining areas particularly in the 
diamond rich District of Kono. 

The complete lack of a clearly 
defined mining policy particular- 
ly in the diamond industry has 
also contributed immensely to 
the present state of affairs. Be- 
cause licences are granted to 
people free irrespective of their 
nationality, and since the grant- 
ing of such licences make it legal 
for such people to carry on 
them, or keep at home any 
amount of diamonds even if they 
cannot prove legal ownership, it 
has been made easy for people 
to be engaged in the trafficking 
of diamonds. A licenced miner 
can keep hundreds of illegally 
obtained pieces of diamonds 
even if he is actually not in 
volved in mining because there is 
no means of surveillance. 

In the mines, anybody can buy 
diamonds particularly from illicit 
miners. According to sources 
close to the Ministry of Finance 
which has recently Shown keen 
interest in the activities of the 
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industry, more than 50 per cent 
of buyers are unlicensed. 

The official marketing of ‘di- 
amonds also leaves much to be 
desired. The process invoives 
two categories of diamonds, the 
special and non-special di- 
amonds.. 

These are valued by the Gov- 
ernment Diamond Valuer who is 
on the pay-list of the Diamond 
Corporation of West Africa, the 
company which buys or sells 
diamonds officially exported by 
DIMINCO and other govern- 
ment controlled dealers. 

But it is said on good authority 
that the selling of special di- 
amonds which is done by tender. 
has shown that the Valuer gross- 
ly undercuts prices to satisfy his 
pay-mastets because highest bid- 
ders have always paid 100 to 200 
per cent more than the officially 
sealed prices prescribed by him. 

The non-special diamonds, 
according to the sources. are 
sold to the corporation at any 
price prescribed by the official 
valuer who in fact is an indirect 
employee of the corporation 
although in principle he protects 
the interests of the Government. 

Industry analysts believe that 
unless all diamonds are sold by 
tender, there will continue to be 
a seeming decline in the di- 
amond industry. A complete 
crack-down on smuggling and a 
reorganisation of the industry 
with emphasis on the restructur- 
ing of the licence allocation pro- 

cedure, are the only way of 
putting the diamond industry on 
an even keel. they say. 











SIERRA LEONE 


BRIEFS 


BOTTLING PLANTS SHUT DOWN--The Freetown Mineral Bottling piant at Dwarzak farm 
bottlers of Fanta and Coco-cola, have ceased operation due to the lack of 
foreign exchange to import raw materials. The 7-Up plant at Kingtom is also 
reported to have suspended operation due to the same reason. There is, fol- 
lowing these closures, a nation-wide shortage of beverages and almost 1,000 
people out of work from the two factories. [Text] [London WEST AFRICA in 
English 28 Nov 83 pp 2776-2777] 


UN REVOLVING FUND--The government of Sierra Leone and the United Nations Re- 
volving Fund have signed an agreement for the exploration of gold and other 
natural resources in the Sula mountains and the Kangari Hills of central Sier- 
ra Leone. The negotiations began in May last year. The Minister of Mines, 
Mr. Hassan Kanu, signed on behalf of the Sierra Leone government, and the UNDP 
resident representative in Sierra Leone signed on behalf of the UN Revolving 
Fund. Nine years ago the government initiated contact with the UN Revolving 
Fund but it was not until last year that the government requested the assist- 
ance of the Fund in mining exploration. Two consultancy missions arrived in 
Sierra Leone and were able to identify the bedrock gold in the southern parts 
of the Sula mountains. Mr Kanu, who signed on behalf of the Sierra Leone Gov- 
ernment, said: "The agreement is without prejudice to the mining rights of 
indigenous Sierra Leoneans either singly or in partnership with investors to 
continue alluvial gold mining in the areas mentioned." [Text] [London WEST 
AFRICA in English 28 Nov 83 p 2777] 


CSO: 3400/388 
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SOMALIA 


STRATEGICALLY SITED 'PEST-HOLE' FINDS FEW TAKERS 
Paris LE MONDE in French 20/21 Oct 83 p 6 


Article by special correspondent Jacques de Barrin: "Seviets'! 
Abandoned Base Goes Begging" | 


Text | This god-forsaken but strategic corner 

of Somalia seemed to be singled out for a proud 
destiny. First a Soviet base, then, after the 
shouting-match between Mogadishu and Moscow, an 
American stronghold on the Red Sea. And yet, the 
guns are rusting, and potential tenants are be- 
sieged by would-be landlords offering space at 
fire-sale prices. The GIs, though, write it off 
as a hole not worth wetting an anchor in... 


BERBERA -- Looking for a god-forsaken hole? Look no further! 

The natives still wonder why foreigners are making such a fuss 
about the place, why the great powers should wrangle over which 
controls so thankless a land, with nothing to offer but sand and 
rocks and thorns. They forget -- or maybe never knew -- that this 
desolate dot on the map commands the Red Sea's jugular and the rim 
ot the Gulf of Aden, a strategic position that makes it, willy- 
nilly, a part of cold-war history. 


Bearing mute testimony today to the "Soviet period" are spavined 
cranes, skeletal trucks, rust-eaten elevators, gutted cisterns, 

a tew tilthy buildings, a power plant that cannot even meet the 
needs ot the tiny town, a hospital not quite completed, dilapidated 
bunkers, and a few forlorn anti-aircraft batteries scanning the sky 
like sentry-geese atop a deserted Capitoline. When, back in Novem- 
ber of 1977, the (reportedly 800) men Moscow had rushed to the site 
with orders to build something resembling an air and naval base were 
given orders to pull out, Berbera was left a desolate construction 
Site. [That is what it is today. 





On the waterfront, the pier, at 200 meters' length, is too short 
to accommodate more than a single big cargo ship at atime. Ships 
carrying cargos of food for the refugee camps in the northwestern 
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sector of the country, Like ships coming to offload the cattle 

sold on the hoot to Saudi Arabia, must bide their time at anchor 
ottshore. It is perilous to navigate: the port has no channel 
markers, and the lighthouse has long been dark. On land, the airport 
runway, at 4,%00 meters the longest in Africa; is unlighted: the 
Russians ran out of time before they got around to building a con- 
trol tower. 


That leaves what you don't see, at least not at first glance, to 
wit: any semblance of defense for this "strongpoint." Nobody, 
particularly during the Soviet tenure, apparently ever wondered 
about that. The Somali authorities assiduously keep the mystery 
alive, perhaps in order to deter potential aggressors. "The Soviet 
military equipment is in good working order," is all you get from 
Col Mauulid, commander of his country's naval forces in the north. 
"We have a lot of anti-aircraft equipment." How much of that is 
bluff? One thing is certain: just recently a missile, fired at 
an American aircraft -- never identified owing to faulty transmis- 
sion systems -- exploded...on the ground. 


No Beer, No Girls 


Will the Americans move into the Soviets! abandoned quarters and 
pick up operations where the Russians left off? "We have no mili- 
tary base in Somalia, and we want none," they tell you at the United 
States Embassy. "The island of Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean 

is quite enough for us." Mogadishu regrets, though it won't say so, 
that Washington refuses to snap up a good deal on most of the faci- 
lities offered it at Berbera. "Do you think that, if the Russians 
were to come back some day, after establishing their foothold across 
from us at Aden, they would let western shipping pass through the 
straits scot-free?" asks Gen Mohamed Hasni Gani, commandant of all 
armed forces in the northern part of this country. 


"Can you imagine our boys settling in permanently in Berbera?" asks 


an American diplomat. "There's nothing to see, nothing to drink, 
no girls, and a filthy climate." No, definitely: this "hole," 
lacking both beer and telephones, is not for them -- not even for 


shore-leave! American ships these days are much happier tying up 
at Mombasa or Kenya, where life ashore is something else again. 


The upshot is that the United States has no wish to avail itself 

of these "facilities" except tin case of dire emergency." And so 
last April it started making Berbera fit to welcome GIs, just in 
case. This improvement program, under the Navy's aegis and under 
contract with a privately owned American firm (MKW International ) 

is scheduled for completion by the summer of 1985. The $30-million- 
dollar contract calls for navigation beacons in the harbor, leng- 
thening the pier by 330 meters, repairing and expanding the oil-tank 
farm, lighting the airport landing-strip, and building a control 
tower. Three American military men and 25 US civilians, along 





121 




















with 25 Filipino technicians and 200 Somali laborers, are already 
on the job-site. 


[The Mogadishu government was counting on getting at least $2 billion 
in rent tor Berbera; as luck would have it, the lease, signed in 
August LY*O, will not exceed $40 million in the form of economic 
aid. In the view of some Somalis, "it would have been better, under 
those conditions, simply to hand over the base for a symbolic penny 
than to agree to that fire-sale price." 


"Berbera is still a Somali military base," Gen Gabi insists. Yet 
the Somali air force has not permanently stationed a single one of 
its planes there. The Somali Navy keeps only two coast-guard ves- 
sels on station, though an Ethiopian coast-guard ship dropped anchor 
ottshore beside them last August. Its captain and crew have asked 
for political asylum. As for the final destination of this "prize 
of war," "that's the government's business." Meanwhile, local Navy 
officers strut smugly along the bridge and remind the passing vis- 
itor to send them a print of the picture.... 


Despite the proximity of a number of "enemy" bases in the hands of 
their ex-ally, the Soviet Union -- Soquatra Island off the Horn of 
Atrica, and above all Aden, only 170 kilometers from Berbera -- 

"the threat will not come from the sea," says Col Mauulid, confi- 
dently: "There have never been any naval incidents or violations 

of our territorial waters," even though the Ethiopian Navy based 

at Bab-El-Mandeb at the neck of the Red Sea has engaged in maneu- 
vers which the Somali authorities say were designed as intimidation, 
not to say provocation. On the other side of the coin, the military 
leaders complain of "numerous violations of our air space." 


Joint American-Somali maneuvers -- Operation Bright Star -- took 
place last August. The Mogadishu government is hoping they will 
become an annual fixture. The disproportion between forces present 
in this strategic zone demands that Somalia seek shelter under the 


American "umbrella." The best face Gen Gani can put on this is to 
say: "Our best weapon is the morale of our troops." Col Mauulid 
echoes him: "Our strength lies in the unity of our people." 


Golden Bridges 


All this thumping of jackboots on the Horn of Africa have roused 
Berbera from its drowsy torpor. The arrival of the Americans here 
kindled a lot of hopes. Some citizens had visions of a city spring- 
ing overnight like mushrooms from the sands, a rival in power and 
prosperity oo Harghessa, quondam capital of British Somaliland, 
particularly since a cement plant with an annual capacity of 200,000 
tons is under construction only a few kilometers from there. [It is 
a long-standing project dating back to the days of the Soviets, and 
its completion had orignally been assigned to North Korea. France's 
Creuset-Loire-Entreprise has taken over that construction site, whose 
initial handling flew in the face of all common sense. 
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The Catch-22 traps built into Somali "planning," however, decreed 
that most ot that cement be shipped by boat to the southern part 
of the country, where the main centers of consumption are found. 
Mr Aden Amin Awil, who is the project director, plans to ship se- 
veral tens of thousands of tons of it to Djibouti, if needed, 
‘even if it means slashing prices." Meanwhile, the recipient go- 
vernment has plans to build its own cement plant. 


Another dark spot has appeared on the horizon: the drill for re- 
cruiting manpower, especially cadre-level staff. "It will not be 
easy to lure them here," Mr Awil admits; "The only way to do it 
is to offer top pay." Will the employer-state have the money to 
meet so fat a payroll? 


This tiny port has a very unsavory reputation. Even Somalis de- 
mand "golden bridges" before they will agree to "bury" themselves 
there. A laborer here makes around 200 shillings per day (100 
francs), while an engineer gets 10,000 shillings a month (5,000 
francs), ten times as much as they could command in Mogadishu. 

"And yet they complain that they don't earn as much as the Filipino 
expatriates," says one foreman, "or that they could make more money 
if they were to go settle in the neighboring Arab countries." 

You really have to have grown up here to appreciate the charm of 
Berbera.... 
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SOMALIA 


SOMALIA: COPING WITH WAR AND SUFFERING 
Paris LE MONDE in French 25, 26 Nov 83 
Report in 2 parts by special correspondent Jacques de Barrin | 


25 Nov 33, p 7: Ogaden Again | 


Mogadishu: -- There is a new statue here, a statue of Ahmed Gurey 
who, in the 15th century, drove the Ethiopian invaders out of the 
country. It was unveiled recently as part of the observation of 


the l4th anniversary of the "October Revolution" by Gen Syaad Barre, 
who became head of the Somalian state as a result of that revolu- 
tion. Understandably, the Somali authorities have no hesitation 

in invoking ancient history by way of proof that the "dark designs" 
ot their neighbor to the northwest are not yesterday's invention. 
"Ethiopia is not ready for peace," Mr Barre has just told his peo- 


ple again. Once again, he has called on the Addis Ababa govern- 
ment to withdraw its troops immediately from two villages in the 
Ogaden -- Balanballe and Galdogob -- which they have occupied 

ever since their August 1982 offensive. The most recent serious 


clash along the Somali-Ethiopian border came in early September at 
Oddur, where supporters of the Democratic Front for the Salvation 
of Somalia (FDSS) defeated an isolated Somali garrison. 


In mid-July at Mataban, an incursion by troops from Addis Ababa, 40 
kilometers inside Somali territory, enabled them to seize and hold 
the Mogadishu-Berbera road for several hours, and to wipe out a 
Somali batallion in a surprise attack. Things turned around in 
August, when an Ethiopian attack in the north, launched during 
joint American-Somali maneuvers, was turned back by Mogadishu. 


[The Somali leaders had imagined, a bit naively, that, thanks to their 
spectacular reversal in their alignment, their new American friends 
would lend them whole-hearted support against the "imperialism" 

otf their former Soviet protector. The United States, however, is 

in no mood to get involved in a military adventure alongside a 
regime they are still not quite sure of. 


While Washington, during the Ethiopian offensive in August 1982, 
sent Mogadishu emergency deliveries of "defensive" equipment, 





it still refuses to send Somalia heavy equipment. On the other 
hand, some 14 American instructors have been helping train the 
Somali army since last February. 


Is this indicative ot a desire to restore diplomatic balance? Mr 
Barre just recently stated that he was "ready to normalize (his) 
relations with the Soviet Union," and voiced the hope that "the 
other side will respond favorably to this move." There is too much 
bad blood between Moscow and Mogadishu for that plow to get very 
far. It is hard for one side to torget the curt thanks it got, 

and equally hard tor the other to torget the humiliating treatment 
it swallowed when it was onthe very brink of winning back the 
Ogaden, its own Alsace-Lorraine." 


Accordingly, it is to the Arab world, with whom it shares both his- 
tory and religion, that Somalia, a member itself of the Arab League, 
is turning tor reassurance. Its appeal is the more insistent in 
that the Arab world is in a position to come to its aid financially. 
It must, however, prove to the prospective lenders -- Saudi Arabia 
and the other Gult States -- that it deserves their concern. And 
so Somalia's leaders are doing their best to display their good 

will toward their Arab neighbors. The head of state, who recently 
returned from a pilgrimage to Mecca, has called on his people to 
"redouble their efforts to further Arab culture and the Arabic lan- 
guage" (the country's official language, along with Somali). 


None of this prevents its Arab "brothers"! taking a somewhat dim 
view of this poor relation which has chosen to write its national 
language in Roman characters and whose practice of Islam is fairly 
lax. Somalia has made itself more enemies than true friends. 


The curtew in force at Hargessa and Burao would indicate that, in 
the northern portion of the country at least, vigilance is the 
order of the day. Over the past few months, the spectacular coups 
brought off by the FDSS or the National Somalian Movement (SNM) 
have stopped. Even so, there is still the occasional incident here 
or there. Quite recently, there were widespread rumors of myste- 
rious explosions in Hargessa. The work of terrorists? Tribal 
teuding? Who knows? 


[The opposition movements are reportedly not at the top of their 
form these days, especially the FDSS, abandoned by some of its 
troops, concerned with breaking out of Ethiopian leading-strings 
that are detrimental to their cause. The attempt at unity between 
this organization, whose membership is mainly Mojerteyn in ethnic 
origin and mainly Marxist in political leaning, and which has been 
tighting the government since 1978, and the SMM, of Issak ethnic 
origins and bourgeois in its leanings, which was undertaken last 
vear in the armed struggle, has led nowhere. 


"Dissidents? We look at them as just that, because they can't do 
anything for themselves," says Gen Mohamed Hasni Gani, commandant 
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ot his country's armed forces in the north. ‘They are nothing but 
puppets whose strings are pulled by the rulers in Addis Ababa." 


Government leaders travel trequently now to the north. General 
Barre, who had not been there tor 6 years, spent 10 days there in 
February of this year, and even announced, while there, a. amnesty 
otter ot which close to 000 people have already availed themselves. 
[These trips have served to relax the atmosphere somewhat, but have 
not restored contidence. Faithtul henchman to the head ot state, 
and, like him, a member ot the Gani clan, Gen Gani, who has sur- 
rounded himself with southerners and posted Issak officers native 
to the region to distant parts, has, by his attitude and his beha- 
vior, provoked unrest, which he thereupon set out to put down with 
the utmost rigor. Tradesmen to the core, the northerners continu- 
ously complain about the financial demands of the compatriots in 
the south. They are not the least bit happy with a state system 
that interteres with trade of every kind. 


In the long run, the economic liberalization now beginning might 
prove helpful in easing the tensions. Meanwhile, the proximity 

ot the Ethiopian border complicates the government's task, because 
there is no lack of fishers in troubled waters to make capital of 
its mistakes and blunders. "There is some infiltration," Gen Gani 
admits, retusing to say more than that for fear of giving currency 
to the idea that the region is far from secure. Back in October, 
the Local radio reported at length on an important meeting of the 
leading tigures in the north of the country, in the course of 
which Col Ahmed Mahmoud Farah, the minister for mineral resources, 
called on the people "to fight the nation's enemies and to be wary 
of colonialist traps." 





"The situation is explosive,"says Gen Gani. "We are facing not 
Ethiopian troops, but foreign mechanized units." According to him, 
some 17,000 Cubans, South Yemeni, East Germans, and Soviets have 
mustered in the Jijiga-Dire-Dawa-Harar sector, on Ethiopian terri- 
tory. "The Addis Ababa regime does not trust its troops," says 
Gen Gani, who makes much of the desertion rate from enemy ranks: 
"Twenty-three superior officers and 4603 subalterns have deserted 
since the beginning of this year," he claims. Yet, on the Somali 
side, too, there are some soldiers missing: weary of war, they 
seek cover and protection in the refugee camps of the northwest 
where the army tries to ferret them out, sometimes at the risk of 
picking up the wrong man... 
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Text | | Text | Liberalism's First Faltering Steps. 
In his first article, LE MONDE special correspon- 
dent Jacques de Barrin discussed the new relations 
between Somalia and the United States, and the end- 
less war in the Ogaden. 
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Mogadishu -- The stage is still set. The hammer and sickle are 
still crossed on the otficial coats otf arms. In the grand toyer 
otf the Hotel Uruba -- tinanced by the Saudis -- posters remind 
the visitor that this country "is on the march toward socialism," 
and "struggling against imperialism, neo-colonialism and fascism. 
Mogadishu has its Lenin Avenue. The "Guardians of the Revolution" 


"! 


-- in green shirts and red ties -- are ready to march... And yet 
it is now 6 years since Gen Siad Barre, the head of state, broke 
with the “homeland of scientitic socialism." At the political 


level, the important thing was not to move first to tailor struc- 
tures and slogans to the changing tastes of the day, but to smooth 
transitions and save appearances. "Make no mistake about it," 
they will tell you in some official circles, "in Somalia today, 
form no longer dictates substance." 


Even so, there is one observation that is inescapable: a good 
proportion ot the country's civilian and military cadres got 

their training in the Soviet Union. Now that the wind has shifted, 
they need time to gather their wits again, but the government also 
needs time to overcome resistance among some of them to the change. 
It, tor instance,the Somali state is still, at this late date, as 
slow and as reluctant as it is to slacken its hold on the economy, 
it is in part because majority of those who serve it fear the ef- 
fects ot liberalization that would strip them of the dominant po- 
sitions and the advantages they have won, The Somali Revolutionary 
Socialist Party (SRSP), with real power beyond its grasp, is seek- 
ing a new identity, an image that will not be a too-blatant rever- 
sal ot the old one. It is already a member of the African Social- 
ist Parties Movement. It has applied for admission to the Social- 
ist Internationale. 


Gen Barre's concern is not finding a new prop for his regime, but 
waging, as he recently reminded his countrymen, "a no-quarter war 
against the tribalism that blocks our development." Quite a job, 
that: this scourge that is, in his words, "the badge of a primi- 
tive society," still governs, consciously or not, the behavior of 
each and every citizen, including those at the leftiest levels of 
state. 


At the political level, proper, Gen Barre seems to have got control 
of the situation since, in June 1982, he got rid of some advisers 
whose loyalty he suspected. These seven "conspirators," from 
widely disparate backgrounds —- among them Gen Abukar Ismail, 
third vice president of the republic -- were apparently concerned 
over excessive concentration of power in the hands of the head of 
state. Had they hopedto unseat him constitutionally and replace 
him with the Party congress, as some people claim? The fact re- 
mains that ever since then they have been held in solitary confine- 
ment. Nobody knows whether or not they will some day be granted 
the privilege of atrial. 
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One sSignilicant step toward treeing the economy is the opening in 
Mouadishu of a private bank, a majority interest in which is held 

by tinanciers in Abu-Dhabi, is reportedly only a matter ot weeks 
AWAY. This was the condition sine qua non imposed by the business- 
men ot the Arabian Peninsula when asked to invest in Somalia. This 
tiny chink in the state's monopoly on banking is no matter of course 
in a Country that is having trouble, shucking off its socialist heri- 
tave, yesterday's eternal verities shaped by the Soviet Union. 


Among the Poorest of the Poor 


Poor even among the poorest of the "least advanced countries," Soma- 
lia had no choice but to bow to the demands of the providers of 
funds, toremost among them its Arab neighbors. After all, doesn't 
cattle on the hoot, ot which those countries are the chief buyers, 
account tor 57 percent of its total exports? So shouldn't the em- 
bargo on beet cattle imposed last April by Saudi Arabia, worry the 
Mogadishu authorities who believe they see, behind the official jus- 
titication ottered -- an epidemic of plague -- some sneaky maneuvers 
from competitors -- maybe the Australians? -- ready to do anything 
to cheat them out of business? 


Another major contribution to the growth of the Somali economy was 
the tree gift, beginning in 19%2, of 360,000 tons of crude oil from 
Saudi Arabia for :efining ii Somalia. This gift covers the country's 
oil needs for a fuil year, and is the equivalent of some $80 million 
it will not have to pay out. The Mogadishu government trembles at 
the thought that this grand gesture may not be repeated, because 

the search for liquid and gaseous fuels conducted by American and 
Luropean countries in Somalia have thus far proved inconclusive. 


[hen there is the fact that almost 200,000 Somalis have found work 
on the Arabian Peninsula. Over there, they earn and save hard cur- 
rencies which the leaders in Mogadishu look on with unconcealed 
covetousness, and which the expatriate workers had the right -- until 
June LOSL, to send home in the form of consumer goods. The govern- 
ment had to back down on its abolition of this "free trade" system. 
Since 1] January last, immigrant workers and cattle exporters can ex- 
change their foreign currencies at subsidized rates or bank them in 
a "toreign" account which conveys an automatic entitlement to let- 
ters ot credit. In spite of all these efforts, holders of foreign 
currency are still loath to deposit their capital in the coffers of 
the central bank, for fear they will not be able to tap them when- 
ever they so desire. 


[ft it is to succeed in "recycling" the currencies held by its own 
citizens and to attract private investments from abroad, the Somali 
vovernment is constrained to scrap its socializing concept of the 
economy. Accordingly, the peasants, including the banana planters, 
are no longer forced to sell their crops to the state at a set price. 
Local authorities have begun looking into the books of some 50 pub- 
lic companies and agencies that are in difficulties. Just recently 
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it was decided that the practice of medicine and the trade of travel 
agent need no longer be contined to the public sector. There are 
those who complain that the government still clings to its old 
socialist notions, and one place they point to is the 1952-19506 
5-year Plan, whose strategy is based on priority status for increa- 
sed government investment. These same observers find that the 
Somali government is careful to avoid conterring any ideological 
content on its economic liberalization measures. 


So it would seem that, in spite of everything, some countries have 
decided to play the game and take their chances. Already, the So- 
mali government has agreed to accept a minority interest in 12 com- 
panies. One of them is the Somali Fruit Company, in which an 
Italian consortium holds a 60-percent interest. The Federal Repub- 
lic ot Germany, which signed an agreement with the Mogadushi govern- 
ment on investment protection, is contemplating, through its state 
bank, buying a share in the capital of the Somali Development Bank 
in L954. Similarly, the United States has made trade arrangements 
with Somalia, and says it stands ready to help it steer through its 
economic change of course. 


Somalia has hewed strictly to the recommendations of the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF), devaluating its shilling by 125 percent 
in July 1952 and cutting its public spending. Without resources, 
unable to feed its population -- though it numbers no more than 5 
million -- forced to stand at the ready against the "Ethiopian ag- 
gressor," isn't it doomed for some time to come to depend on the 
foreign aid which, in 1981, covered some 40 percent of its expendi- 
tures? The conterence of donor countries, which met in October in 
Paris, granted it $1.6 billion in subsidies over the next 3 years, 
Somalia, though, is cruelly bereft of "oil and ideas" to make the 
most ot that help. 


oO1l52 
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SOMALIA 


BRIEFS 


OFFLCERS REPORTEDLY SEEK U.S. ASYLUM--A report reaching us from the U.S. capital, 
Washington, confirms that 10 officers of the SDR Armed Forces have sought 
political asylum from the U.S. Government. Two of the officers surrendered to 
the U.S. Government. Two of the officers surrendered to the U.S. Government in 
November, while the other eight surrendered 16 December 1983. The 10 officers 
finished radar courses in San Antonia, Texas. [Excerpt] [EA192333 (Clandestine) 
Radio Halgan in Somali to Somalia 1800 GMT 19 Dec 83] 


PRC CULTURAL AGREEMENT--The governments of Somalia and the PRC yesterday signed 
a 5-year cultural agreement in Beijing. The agreement was signed on behalf of 
their governments by the Somali minister of information and national guidance, 
Challe Mohammed Omar Jess, and the Chinese minister of culture, Mr Zhu Muzhi. 
Under the agreement the two countries will exchange visits aimed at benefiting 
writers, artists and experts from the two countries. In the sphere of sports, 
the two countries will exchange visits and hold friendly competitions. In the 
field of information, the two countries will exchange television and cinema 
films and cooperate in broadcasting and the exchange of general information. In 
health, the two countries have agreed to exchange ideas and information about 
medicine and general hygiene. [Excerpts] [Mogadishu Domestic Service in Somali 
0300 GMT 16 Nov 83 EA] 


NARCOTICS SCANDAL--Reports reaching us from the capital of the country, Mogadishu, 
indicate that the dictator of Somalia, General Siad Barre, was deeply involved 

in the recent Qat affair which took place at Nairobi International Airport on 
board the plane carrying dictator Siad Barre following his visit to Kenya in 
early December. The reports say that this huge scandal was the work of Siad 
himself. Reports reaching us from a "Radio Halgan" reporter in Mogadishu con- 
firm that dictator Siad Barre ordered the qat to be loaded on to his plane, the 
load being passed by the Somali security forces. Unfortunately for him it was 
apprehended by Kenyan security forces. The qat was found in a bag belonging to 

a man called (Yassin Barre) who was one of the passengers on the dictator's pri- 
vate plane. When the Kenyan police asked (Yassin Barre) about the qat, he re- 
plied that it belonged to other senior officials on board the plane. A spokes- 
man for the Somali opposition forces said that this scandal and similar ones have 
become the order of the day for the dictatorial regime of Siad Barre and his en- 
tire administration. The spokesman added that similar scandals have previously 
occurred in Abu Dhabi, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Jibuti, FRG, Kenya, Tanzania, 
Uganda and Egypt involving the so-called ambassadors of the regime in those 
countries. [Text] [EA192337 (Clandestine) Radio Halgan in Somali to Somalia 
1800 GMT 19 Dec 83] 
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TOGO 


DRAFT BUDGET FOR 1984 SHOWS 'LEAN INCREASE! 
AB132100 Lome Domestic Service in French 1900 GMT 13 Dec 83 


[Excerpts] The national assembly met in plenary session today at the hall of 
the Rally of the Togolese People [RPT] under the chairmanship of its chairman, 
Amatey Apedo Amah. The meeting began at about 1100 in the multipurpose hall 
of the party and was devoted to the presentation of the 1984 appropriation bil] 
by Tete Tevi-Benissan stressed the political and economic importance of the 
presentation of the appropriation bill to the national assembly. First, it 
has a political importance because it helps in the analysis of the contents of 
the programs the government intends to implement, thus demonstrating the 
reality ot power. Secondly, it is of economic importance because, according 
to the minister it concerns the organization of the nation's life, its re- 
sources, and its employment possibiiities while seeking ways to balance funda- 
mental macroeconomic data. The minister of economy and finance went on to 

say this: 


{Begin recording] After more than 20 years of independence, the underdeveloped 
countries continue to grow poorer every day, and this phenomenon continues 

to worsen because the industrialized countries are also facing the effects of 
the economic recession in world trade. One remembers the repeated price in- 
creases of black gold decided upon by OPEC-member countries. These increases 
resulted in an imbalance in the balance of payments of non-oil producing 
underdeveloped countries. This explains the constraints within which the 

1984 budget was drafted and which amounts to 76.79 billion CFA francs, thus 
showing a very lean increase of 1.30 percent over the 1983 budget. [end 
recording | 
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TOGO 


BRIEFS 


ECU RURAL WATER SUPPLY GRANT--A rural water supply scheme involving the 
construction of 275 boreholes equipped with hand pumps is to receive a 

grant of 2.927m. ECU. [Text] [London WEST AFRICA in English No 3459, 

28 Nov 83 p 2761] 
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UPPER VOLTA 


CSV HEAD SENDS MESSAGE TO GHANALAN TUC 
AB151450 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 1300 GMT 15 Dec 83 


[Text] The secretary general of the Upper Voltan Trade Union Confederation 
[CSV] has sent a telegram to the extraordinary congress of the Ghana Trade 
Union Congress [TUC] which is taking place in Kumasi. A copy of the telegram 
has been sent to us by the Ministry of Information. Here is the text: 


We received with pleasure the invitation of the TUC extraordinary congress 

which is being held from 13 to 17 December 1983. The TUC extraordinary congress 
is being held at a very important time in the struggle of the Ghanaian people 
against neocolonialism, imperialism, and for the construction of an independnet 
economy. Ghanaian workers, who have a long experience in this struggle, will 

be able to take advantage of the congress to define the role of trade unionism 
in national reconstruction and for the independent development of Ghana. 


The CSV expresses its regrets that it is not in a position to participate in the 
[UC congress, and sends its revolutionary greetings and solidarity to Ghanaian 
workers in their fight against bourgeois interests and imperialism. It hopes 

to meet the TUC of Ghana soon in order to strengthen their cooperation and 

their militant solidarity, for in their common struggle against neocolonialism, 
imperialism, and bourgeois interests, solidarity between Upper Voltan and 
Ghanaian workers, between the two revolutionary governments of Upper Voltan 

and Ghana is very necessary. 


We wish the Ghana Trade Union Congress every success. 
Long live the TUC of Ghana. Long live revolutionary trade unionism. 
The fatherland or death! The struggle continues! 


Signed--Toure Soumane, secretary general of the Upper Voltan Trade Union Con- 
federation. 


CSO: 3419/240 
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ZIMBABWE 


PRIME MINISTER SAYS RELATIONS WITH UK HAVE BEEN REPAIRED 
Harare THE HERALD in English 1 Dec 83 p 1 


[Text] Britain now understands that Zimbabwe has the right to enforce its 
laws without any interference and the relations between the two countries 
have been repaired, the Prime Minister, Cde Mugabe, said in Harare yester- 
day. 


Addressing a packed news conference at the Harare Airport soon after he 
returned from the 23rd Commonwealth Conference in New Delhi, Cde Mugabe 
said his meeting with the British Premier, Mrs Thatcher, had helped to 
"repair the relations which had turned sour". 


"She wanted to know why the relations between the countries had turned sour 
and I addressed the question quite frankly. In our view the relations had 
been very excellent until the detention of the six air force men. 


"We did not like this interference by the British government. Whereas she 
has the public opinion to satisfy, we also have the public opinion to satisfy 
and we cannot just release anybody because he is of British extraction. 


Enemies 


"We cannot respect people, who are our enemies and work with South Africa 
against us, because they are of British extraction. She understood our view- 
point and I think there are smiles on both sides and we would like to see the 
path continue harmoniously." 


Mrs Thatcher had been assured that the air force men still in detention "are 


safe and no harm will come to them’. In due course their cases would come 
before the detentions review tribunal and they would be released if it was 
found there was no reason for their continued detention. 


However, when Zimbabwe detained people "the British government should try and 
respect our actions". It was not every British citizen in Zimbabwe who was 
being harassed but only those whites who continued to work with South Africa 
against this country. 


"There has been magnanimity on our part. We bent back to accommodate people 
like Ian Smith, and so what wrong have we done?" asked Cde Mugabe. | 
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The Prime Minister gave Mrs Thatcher indications where some whites had been 
involved in sabotaging this country. One incident was when about $36 
million worth of ammunition was destroyed at Inkomo Barracks. 


Turning to issues raised at the Commonwealth summit, Cde Mugabe said the 
existing monetary institutions like the IMF and the World Bank should be 
restructured "not just physically but should have reorientation so that they 
can adequately serve the interests of the developing countries". This was 
the consensus of Third World countries at the Commonwealth conference, 

"even though Britain, Australia and Canada felt these institutions should not 
be changed but restructured”. 


Some of the measures the institutions advocated before they gave assistance, 
such as devaluation, reduction of subsidies and reduction of wages, had not 
done any country any good. 


"Uganda tells us that it had to devalue its currency by 2 800 percent before 
it could get financial assistance." 


The Goa Declaration took into account that there was an increasing disregard 
of morals which formed the basis for international peace. This had produced 
an unhealthy international climate. 


It appealed to the super-powers to halt the building up of armaments and 
sought a deescalation of nuclear arms and "reduction of these instruments 
of horror". 


There was an impasse on arms reduction talks and the superpowers were urged 
to resume these talks. The conference also addressed itself to the question 
of safeguarding the interests of small states as the super-powers now tended 
to take bullying positions on small states. 


This was evidenced by the invasions of Grenada, Afghanistan and Kampuchea. 
The conference emphasised that the principle of respecting the sovereignty of 
a nation should be adhered to. 


Linkage 


On Namibia, ‘there was no country at the conference which supported the 
principle of linkage." This principle was totally rejected and all coun- 
tries agreed there was "need for a definite campaign to prevail on South 
Africa to desist from destabilisation in Southern Africa". 


"We no longer want to hear about this linkage. We want to hear about the 
condemnation of South Africa and its withdrawal from Angola. 


"We believe the withdrawal must not be conditional. We are very happy about 
this firm position taken at the conference. [as published] 


It was the UN resolution 435 "we want implemented. We would like to see 


those countries within the contact group opposed to linkage take a firm 
stand on South Africa." 
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Cde Mugabe, who arrived with the President of Botswana, Cde Quett Masire, 
was met at the airport by President Banana, Government ministers and offi- 
cials and members of the diplomatic corps. 


President Masire later left for Gaborone. 


CSO: 3400/383 


136 





ZIMBABWE 


YUGOSLAV EMBASSY OFFICIAL SPEAKS ABOUT PAST, FUTURE TRADE 


Harare 


[Text | 


THE 


FINANCIAL GAZETTE 


AS Yugoslavs prepare to celebrate 
their country's 40th anniversary on 
November 29, an embassy official 
im Harare has drawn parallels 
between Yugoslavia and Zim- 
babwe. He revealed that relations 
betweer the two have developed 
more in terms of technical 
cooperation than in trade. 

In a recent interview with The 
Gazetie, Mr Stanislav Lazar, the 
economic and trade counsellor in 
the Yugoslav embassy, said that 
his country too, had fought a 
liberation war. 

‘In the middle of World War 
Il'’, he said, ‘‘we were occupied by 
the foreign forces of Germany and 
her collaborators, but thanks to 
the communist party of Yugoslavia 
and the late President Tito, World 
War Il was also a liberation war 
for Yugoslavia’’. 


FEDERATION 


‘‘We eliminated capitalism and 
threw the king out. The new socia- 
list, federal shape was given to 
Yugoslavia, which became a fede- 
ration of six republics and two 
autonomous provinces’’. 

Today, Yugoslavia maintains 
trade and economic relations, 
without being a member of any 
particular international grouping, 
with over 140 countries. Following 
a line of non-aligned socialism, 
Yugoslavia ‘‘collaborates’’, Mr 
Lazar said, with all these count- 
ries, especially those in the ‘‘so- 
called Group 77 of developing 
countries’’. 

‘“*Yugoslavia’s relations with 
Zimbabwe date back to the libera- 
tion struggle’’, Mr Lazar said, 
‘*Good foundations were laid — a 
precondition for lasting bilateral 
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political and economic relations. 
The idea is for Yugoslavia to help 
strengthen Zimbabwe's Indepen- 
dence and to help her become an 
active member of the international 
community, especially in this part 
of Africa’. 

‘*‘We have a wide platform of 
cooperation with Zimbabwe, 
based on mutual understanding 
and respect, and aimed at the long 
term. When Prime Minister 
Mugabe visited Yugoslavia, he 
outlined what he expects from us 
in trade and development rela- 
tions: he wants to see Yugoslavia 
take part in Zimbabwe's develop- 
ment programmes’’. 

Trade between the two countries 
is based on an agreement signed in 
1981, said Mr Lazar, but it is ‘‘not 
very high at the moment, being 
between $500 000 and $600 000 at 
present’’. 

‘‘There are certain limitations 
on both sides. We feel that the 
partners still do not know each 
other’s potential very well. There- 
fore we participate in the Zim- 
babwe International Trade Fair 
every year, and Zimbabwe is 
invited to participate in ours’’. 


RAW MATERIALS 


Yugoslavia can offer a wide 


_ range of semi-finished and finished 
| products, and some raw materials, 


Mr Lazar said, while they are 
interested in buying agricultural 
products such as cotton, tobacco 
and sugar, and also minerals, from 
Zimbabwe. 
Although the level of trade 
between Yugoslavia and 
| Zimbabwe is still low, it has much 
potential because through projects 
here, such as the hotel and confe- 





rence centre currently under 
construction, (partially financed 
by Yugoslavia), Yugosiav goods 
are brought in and seen in opera- 
tion, Mr Lazar said. Another 
example is in the contract won by a 
Yugoslav company for the 
construction of over 100 kilome- 
tres of road in Zimbabwe. 


ZIMCORD PLEDGE 


On the question of aid, Mr 
Lazar said that immediately after 
Independence, Yugoslavia donated 
60 tractors and food (tinned meat, 
oil and flour), and through Zim- 
cord in 1981, 10 tractors more. As 
already reported in The Gazette, 
equipment worth 90 million 
Yugoslav dinars (US$2,5 to US$3 
million), Yugoslavia’s Zimcord: 
pledge, is expected to arrive in 
Zimbabwe shortly. 

‘‘Technical cooperation is a 
significant factor in our rela- 
tions’’, said Mr Lazar. ‘‘We have 
placed at the disposal of Zim- 
babwe Yugoslavia’s potential in 
research, engineering consultancy 
and education, plus our experience 
in planning and management”’. 

Since Independence, Yugoslavia 
has offered 10 scholarships » year 
for university study courses chosen 
by the government of Zimbabwe, 
the most popular being agricul- 
ture, medicine and engineering, he 
said. 

EXPENSES PAID 


‘“‘We also offer short-term 


courses, for which all expenses are 
paid. More than 60 Zimbabweans 
have participated in these so far. 
They cover such subjects as maize 
production — Yugoslavia is one of 





CSO: 


Europe's leading producers of 
maize and Yugoslavs eat sadza 
too, though they go for the yellow 
type of meal — cattle breeding, 
extension services, agricultural 
mechanisalion, water engineering, 
primary health care, journalism, 
and others". 
Government and 
experts from both countries are 


{involved in a study exchange prog- | 


ramme, said Mr Lazar, whereby 
items of mutual interest are discus- 


sed. Yugoslavia has also responded | 


to a request from the government 
of Zimbabwe to send experts in 
different fields to work in this 
country. 

‘There are proposals in hand to 
send five specialist doctors here — 
a pathologist, a gynaecologist, a 
radiologist and two in general 
medicine. Meanwhile, we are send- 
ing about six or seven lecturers in 
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electrical engineering, mechanical 
engineering, forestry and wood- 
work, to Mutare Technical 
College’. 

With Zimbabwe's national deve- 
lopment plans in mind, said Mr 
Lazar, Yugoslavia is involved in 


_ several feasibility studies in this 
university | 


country. 

**The first is now complete. This 
is for the establishment of the 
Mutare Technical College, which 
our experts undertook together 
with the Ministry of Manpower 
Planning and Development’’. 


INVESTIGATIONS 


‘We are negotiating with the 
Ministry of Mines to carry out 
physical and chemical analysis of 
minerals and geological investiga- 
tions here. We are also in touch 
with the Ministry of Water 
Resources and Development in 
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feasibility studies on the procure- 
ment of drinking and irrigation 
water’’, Mr Lazar said. 

The Yugoslav Bank for Interna- 
tional Cooperation, offering soft 
loans, *‘is the main support of our 
enterprises in foreign markets"’, he 
said, and it will continue to offer 
credit facilities for the delivery of 
capital goods and the execution of 
development projects in 
Zimbabwe. 

**This then’’, Mr Lazar conclu- 
ded, ‘‘is the mosaic of present day 
relations between Yugoslav and 


| Zimbabwe. Conditions exist for 


the diversification and extension of 
economic and trade relations. We 
felt from the very beginning that 
we should continue assisting this 
country after Independence, 
within our capabilities, in order to 
strengthen her Independence. Our 
cooperation is therefore orientated 
towards the long-term’’. 














ZIMBABWE 


PRIME MINISTER SPEAKS OUT ON TRADE CRISIS 
Harare THE HERALD in English 29 Nov 83 p 1 
[Article by William Saidi|] 


[Text] Zimbabwe has taken bold and appropriate measures to improve its 
economy, but these will have been in vain if the world economy does not 
recover, the Prime Minister, Cde Mugabe, told the Commonwealth summit yes- 
terday. 


Intervening in the debate on the international economic situation, Cde 
Mugabe said Zimbabwe had taken bold and appropriate domestic remedial mea- 
sures affecting, among others, the exchange rate, public expenditure, sub- 
sidies and exports, to improve its macro- and micro-economic framework. 


But Zimbabwe knew that unless world trade improved and commodity prices 
recovered, its efforts would not achieve the results envisaged. 


This would also be the case if financial resources on international capital 
markets were not brought down and stabilised, exchange rates were not 
stabilised, the price of oil was not stabilised, "and, of course, if the 
rains did not come". 


"It would be a mistake in my view, to conceive and partition these problems 
as on one hand, problems of the North and, on the other, problems of the 
South. The commonness of these problems and issues is an important example 
of the interdependence of the world economy about which we all agree," he 
said. 


Cde Mugabe said Zimbabwe accepted the recommendations of the Commonwealth 
experts for the improvement and strengthening of the international finan- 
cial, monetary and trading system. 


Cde Mugabe also called for the reform and transformation of the basis for 

the policy decision-making process of the IMF and the World Bank to "accommo- 
date what our experts have recognised as the change in the international 
socio-economic system since the 1940s". 
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Zimbabwe supported the idea of a conference but urged that emphasis should 
be on money and finance. There was a need to consult "all other international 
efforts also preparing for the conference" 


Cde Mugabe concluded his intervention by calling for a "strong and sustain- 
able world economic recovery and the need to take immediate steps to allevi- 
ate the debt problems of, especially, the poorest countries". 


Cde Mugabe and his delegation will leave for Harare tomorrow. 


He will holda Press conference at the Media Centre today. 


CSO: 3400/383 
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ZIMBABWE 


MINISTER MAKONI DEPLORES IMPORT CRAZE 
Harare THE HERALD in English 24 Nov 83 p l 


[Text] INDUSTRIALISTS in Zimbabwe are allowing great advances achieved in the 
field of technology during UDI to be eroded by clamouring for imported machin- 
ery and equipment, the Minister of Industry and Energy Development, Dr Simba 
Makoni, said yesterday. 


"IT never cease to marvel at the ingenuity embodied in some of the equipment 
and machinery made in this country. At the same time I am amazed, if not dis- 
mayed, at the ease with which we are allowing this talent to be eroded by a 
massive clamour for imported machinery and equipment. . 


"Even allowing for the technological advances achieved in the north, I cannot 
accept that we retrogress to a state of total technological dependence. 


"Our scarce foreign exchange would be better applied to the purchase of tech- 
nical designs and drawings for fabrication here rather than importing bulky 
machines," he told a meeting organised by the Mashonaland Chamber of Indus- 
tries in Harare. 


The one-day seminar was to raise proposals for improving the performance of 
the economy, stimulating exports and making better use of foreign exchange. 


Cde Makoni said it was essential for Zimbabweans to take the lead in mobilis- 
ing and applying investible resources. 


"During the years of illegality the powers that be found it necessary to in- 
troduce measures to coerce people to invest. We are providing the climate and 
atmosphere conducive to voluntary investment," he said. 


It was essential that Zimbabweans generate confidence in themselves before 
they could to so in the minds of foreign investors. 


"Before we guarantee security of ownership or offer incentives to the for- 
eigner, we must in our own self-interest offer these first to ourselves." 


Zimbabwe's position of not concluding investment guarantees with foreign na- 
na 


tions hed not been well understood i few quarters and had been deliberately 
and grossly misinterpreted in many. 
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"If we provide guarantees for Zambian and Botswana...investors in the form of 
agreements with their governments, with whom shall we sign agreements guaran- 


teeing the security of Zimbabwean investors? 


"If we sign agreements guaranteeing the safety of new foreign inves ments, who 
shall provide guarantees for the security of already existing foreign invest- 
ments? Our sense of justice and equality dictates that all investors, local 
or foreign, old or new be granted equal assurance and security without 
discrimination." 


Cde Makoni was emphatic that it was safe to invest in Zimbabwe. Security of 
investment did not only emanate from the national constitutional and legal 
safeguards but from the morality and commitment to justice and equity on the 


part of Zimbabwe's leadership. 
The Government accepted that investors were entitled to fair returns on their 


investment, but it drew a clear distinction between fair returns and profita- 
bility and profiteering. 
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ZIMBABWE 


[INVESTMENT COMMITTEE VIEWED AS BARRIER TO INVESTORS 


THE FLNANCIAL 


BLUN1 speaking by aa economist 
at ae industrial seminar in Harare 
this week noted that the Foreign 
Invesiment Committee iT) 
Zimbabwe appeared to function 
**as a barrier to investors and not 
as) 68) = 6omagnet’’ for foreiga 
invesiment. 

The comment was made by Mr 
John Robertson, chief economist 
of the RAL Merchant Bank Ltd at 
the Mashonaland Chamber of 
Industries’ seminar vn 


Wednesday. 
Hle  »aid (hal private sector 


opportunities were best identified 
by the private sector investors 
themselves, not by speech-makers, 
bankers or civil servants 
industrialists who knew their jobs 
knew what they could do and whe- 
ther they could do it here at a 
profit. They did not have to be 
told 

What should be talked about 
was how to create the conditions 
enabling them to do what they 
knew how to do here. 

‘*For a good many these condi- 
tions do not now exist. Under these 
conditions, if these businessmen 
are not already were, they won't 
come,"’ he said. 

Among those already here were 
companies struggling and 
providing ‘‘disturbing object 
lessons’ to the rest, said Mr Ro- 
bertson 

‘“*And the handwaps faced by 
established companies are nothing 
like as severe as (hose faced by any 
that might be thinking of coming, 
especially as the Foreign Invest- 
ment Committee appears to funct- 
ion as a barrier to investors and 
not aS a magnet. What can we 
hope to achieve by being so 
grudging in our acceptance of 
foreign investment?"’ 


GAZETTE 


He hoped tne Government 
would see that its policy regarding 
the inflow of skilled manpower 
was entirely out of keeping with 
the country's development needs. 

The claim that the country 
should discriminate regarding in- 
vestors and skills was correct. But 
Zimbabwe needed just about all of 
them it could get and just about 
every skill there was 

“If they were lining up in their 
thousands (or even in their dozens) 
we'd have some choice. At the mo- 
ment they're staying away in their 
thousands,’ he added. 

“One of the reasons they're 
Slaying away ts that they don’t go 
for central planning. Central 
planning puzzles me too. 
Acceptance of central planning 
imposed by any authority seems to 
me to be accepting paternalism all 
over again."’ 

Referring to directives of what 
to pay workers, charge for 
products, pay for purchases and 
other limitations on businessmen, 
Mr Robertson said that consu- 
mers, producers of contributors 
(to the economy) who were not al- 
ready in Zimbabwe were still free 
to choose nol to come. 

For us, consumers and 
producers, freedom of choice in 
the demand and supply relation- 
ships would become progressively 
more restricted. Some would be 
left without any hope of income at 
all and those without jobs now 
outnumbered those with jobs while 
unsatisfied needs were being felt by 


the majority of people, he com-. 


mented. 

In a theory known as the 
‘‘doctrine of unintended conse- 
quences’’, laws restricting the for- 
ces of supply and demand were 
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most harmful to the people they 
were intended to protect. Present 
policies were generating inflation 
and reducing prosperity, 
decreasing Government's tax 
revenue in real terms and causing a 
downturn in employment. 


NOT COMPATIBLE 


Some of the policies called for 
were not even compatible with 
each other, such as high wages 
against low prices; high 
productivity against stale protect- 
ion for disruptive or lazy workers 
high investment against low pro- 
fits, and hopes of saving to invest 
almost destroyed by high taxation. 

Put bluntly, our investment 
policies and the investment climate 
to which they gave rise were nol 
compatible with the needs of 
investors,’’ said Mr Robertson. 

**We are offering him a near- 
certainty that he won't make 
money. We've told him that we 
don't want to see him getting rich 
and our legislation tells him that 
we have every intention of 
interfering with everything he 
does.”’ 

But investors could readily find 
alternative countries to place their 
money and so would give 
Zimbabwe a miss. 

In the process of freeing our- 


selves from colonialism, Mr 
Robertson believed ass few 
cumbersome ideas had been 


gathered which could now be dis- 
carded with safety. This should be 
done as they were holding the 
country back. 

Successful business had added to 
the prosperity of Zimbabweans 
whose total wages and salaries now 
amounted to $3 000 million a year. 








CSO: 


Taxation from past earnings hel 
ped to pay for the schooling that 
was making today's adults produ 
clive, and today’s taxation would 
help educate people tomorrow 

Bul he believed we were going 
“off course’’ now for various 
reasons and overlooking — the 
‘substance of prosperity’’ for the 
shadows of emotional props. What 
was wanted now was — freedom 
from want, hunger, poverty, igno- 
rance, unemployment and deve- 
lopment to carry us into the 21st 
century 

These freedoms could not be 
achieved without investment funds 
and these could not be gained 
without the involvement of outside 
investors 

Another problem was thal we 
wanted (to progress under an 
egalitarian philosophy, said Mr 
Robertson 

‘This too is leading our young 
nation astray. We've taken this 
turning [00 soon."" 

Equality of opportunity was a 
highly desirable objective, but the 
philosophy had been extended to a 
demand for equality of result. 


Equality of result was an 
absurdity, if it was supposed to be 
a target 

Listing all the restrictions and 
laws concerning wages, he said 
thal wages were supposed to be the 
result of labour. But now that in 
centive disappeared as workers 
who did not all deliver equal re- 
sults got paid anyway: ‘‘And that’s 
no way to generate wealth or to 
distribute it. On that issue, the 
question of wealth distribution is 
taking us down a deceptively attra- 
ctive blind alley.’’ 

Rea] wealth, consisting partly of 
knowledge and partly ~ of 
experience and ability was a flow, 
not a pool or a cake and if the flow 
stopped, capital was being used up 
and a country could dissipate its 
wealth by making people unwilling 
to use their skills and abilities or by 
forcing them to take those abilities 
elsewhere. 

Discussing opportunities for 
investment that could be developed 
in our peculiar circumstances, he 
said any list of possible projects he 
could draw up would be merely a 
source of amusement. So would 
that drawn up by anyone else who 
was trying to describe the potential 
in private sector fields. 

If the investment environment 
could be changed, there would be 
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no need for such a list as the busi 
ness sector would be in with the 
plans before we knew it, said Mr 
Robertson 

On the nature of possible future 
investment, he said most inves 
ment in America or Europe as well 
as here was in smali ventures. 
Probably 80% of the local work 
force was employed by companies 
of 20 or fewer people, not the very 
large scale schemes. 

The records showed that the 
private sector made about 6 000 
separate types of products for the 
$3 billion a year domestic market 
and as some were rendered 
obsolete others could be added to 
meet changing methods = and 
demands. 


ACID TESTS 


The reason why the free enter- 
prise system was dynamic and 
successful was that it exposed itself 
to the acid tests of market opinion 
and technology. Innovation, in- 
vention, good work and imagina- 
tion were rewarded, but those 
wanting the rewards had to be pre- 
pared for risks. This system 
spurred people on and mediocrity 
was scldom seen for long among 
the front runners. 

But in centrally planned econo- 
mies innovation was a stale prero- 
gative and planners became 
arbiters of their own success. 


Mediocrity set in. In other 
countries on that system planners 
became more preoccupied with job 
security than economic success and 
so proclaimed everything they did 
to be successful. 

For this reason innovators 
looked with some disdain on 
centrally planned economies where 
the tests of the market place were 
of little consequence and political 
issues, controlled prices, product- 
ion constraints, wage regulations 
and labour relations were risks 
often beyond the influence of his 
bu«iaess skills. 

NOT SURPRISING 


When the possibility of nationa- 
lisation and the low profit require- 
ments were added to those risks, 
Mr Robertson said it was not sur- 
prising to see companies asking for 
guarantees that some profits 
would at least be made, and that 
they would be fairly compensated 
in the event of nationalisation. 

He said that the whole scene en 
compassed by the idea of central 


planning would not bring in the 
scale of the investments needed 
and the scale of the problem was 
bigger than the perceptions 
indicated so far in Zimbabwe's 
policies 

**The planners clearly realised 
the scale when they chose a figure 
of 8% real growth as being a 
desirable Gross Domestic Product 
increase yearly. But choosing the 
right answer does not make it 
happen, said Mr Robertson. 

**We must now do the things 
Necessary (O allract investors, to 
restore the confidence of private 
sector producers here and abroad 
to encourage them to commit 
themselves to our future."’ 

But if it was decided that 
political issues were (oo sacred to 
be put aside to achieve economic 
Objectives, then people must be 
told that their expectations of a 
better life with better health, edu- 
cation, housing, employment and 
other standards including human 
dignity had been forfeited to the 
cause of political idealism. 

**The people have a right to 
know. It is a question of choice. 
We cannot bring about the deve- 
lopment we need and at the same 
time cling to ideas that are not 
compatible with development,’’ 
said Mr Robertson. 

He said that’ recovery would 
mean: regaining good performance 
levels and improving them, re- 
gaining suitable conditions for 
good performance to be achieved, 
increasing supplies of raw mate- 
rials, skills and capital; recovering 
competitiveness despite chances 
elsewhere, regaining investor 
confidence, reducing production 
costs, recovering old markets and 
building new ones — _ and 
attracting new skills and techno- 
logy vital in a fast changing world. 

The rewards were attractive. 
They would be: higher national 
production and job creation and so 
incomes, tax revenues, lower tax 
rates; more exports and imports a 
wider choice of consumer goods, 
better social services, faster de- 
velopment in depressed areas, 
greater prosperity and the respect 
of the rest of the world. 


For high rewards, we must be 
prepared to (ake risks. He believed 
that the risks were acceptable and 
concluded: ‘The consequences of 
failure certainly will not be.”’ 
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MINISTER MALLANGA DISCUSSES SUBSIDIES, OTHER ECONOMIC ISSUES 
Bulawayo THE CHRONICLE in English 18 Nov 83 p l 


{(Text] SUBSIDIES should be kept within reasonable limits if wealth is to be 
created for everybody for the future, the Deputy Minister of Finance, Cde 
Moton Malianga said in Bulawayo yesterday. 


Addressing the annual meeting of the Voluntary Organisations in Community 
Enterprise (VOICE), Cde Malianga said the reduction in subsidies, which used 
to benefit mainly the well-off, would enable the Government to increase expen- 
diture on the disadvantaged sectors of the community. 


"The Government felt that to subsidise the prices of too many commodities and 
deny the country its urgent and yearning need for development capital which 
would enable the country to move to the objective of school and health for all 
and other facilities of life, would negate the very ideal for which we fought 
for our independence," he said. 


Other measures taken by the Government to correct the imbalance had been the 
freeze on all top salaries while all low wages and salaries were raised and 
the initiation of increased Government expenditure in the communal areas. 


Only a minimal increase in prices had been allowed as a result of the rises in 
wages and salaries and the Government had required enterprises making good 
profits to absorb the cost of wage increases and not pass it on to the con- 
sumer, he said. 


External forces which had contributed to the rise in prices included the rise 
in the cost of production of Zimbabwe's foreign trade partners and the terms 
of trade between developed and developing countries, which continued to wor- 
sen against Third World nations, Cde Malianga said. 


Third World countries sold their raw materials to developed nations at low 
prices and brought manufactured and semimanufactured products from industrial- 
ised countries at higher prices, overloaded with huge profits. Zimbabwe was 
caught up in this unfair international trade to the detriment of its prices, 
he said. 








The rise in local retail prices was also due to high charges levied at ports 
and rocketing storage and packaging costs of imported products. Increased 
transportation costs, partly due to the rise in the cost of imported fuels and 
oils, had also contributed to high retail prices, he said. 


The solution to these adverse terms of international trade lay in continuous 
collective action on the part of developing countries to obtain their rightful 
share of international trade, and Zimbabwe was actively engaged in such 
efforts. 


The rise is unemployment and short-time working was closely linked to the 
drought situation and the world recession, Cde Malinga said. 


The drought had badly affected levels of production of tobacco, cotton lint, 
maize, sugar and tea. As a result, farms which used to employ large numbers 
had been forced to retrench workers or put them on short-time. This was, how- 
ever, a short-term difficulty which would be overcome when "normal rains again 
bless our land". 


Cde Malinga said the recession had exacerbated the unemployment situation and 
reduced foreign exchange earnings. Vital minerals such as chrome, ferro-al- 
loys, steel and copper were being stockpiled as their demand on the world mar- 
ket had dropped and the prices offered for the reduced quantities that were 
sold were very low, Cde Malianga said. 


Therefore, heavy storage costs were incurred and little foreign exchange was 
earned. Industries were not able to get foreign exchange to buy new equipment 
or to buy raw materials, as foreign currency allocations to all industries' 
had been drastically reduced. 


Many industries had therefore introduced short-time or retrenched workers 
because of lack of materials or machinery for production or because of foreign 
markets dwindling. Wherever possible, the Government turned down applications 
for retrenchments or tried to help firms to stay in running order so workers 
did not lose their jobs, Cde Malianga said. 


It was not feasible though, in the long run, for the Government to bail out 
firms making a loss because it did not have the resources to do so. 


The Deputy Minister said the Government was aware of possible difficulties 
that could arise as a result of the winding up of the demobilisation fund, 
which had been introduced as an "immediate relief measure to our gallant 
fighters, to assist them in re-establishing themselves is our society". 
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INDUSTRY TO 


Harare THE 


[Article by 


[Text ] 


INDUSTRY is to. take 
up last week's offer by 
the Minister of Industry 
and Energy De 
velopment, Cde Simbu 
Makon!, to become 11- 
volved in planning for 
economic recovery. 


“We will follow this up 
and get together with 
nunistry officials to see 
how we can put it into 
effect early next year,’ 
said Mr Michael Lynton- 
Edwards, president of 
the Mashonaland Cham- 
ber of Industries, this 
week. 


The offer was made at 
the chamber’, one-day 
seminar on industry's 
role _ in Zimbabwe's 
economic recovery held 
in Harare 


Mr Lynton-Edwards 
said the seminar had 
been “very worthwhile’ 
and had achteved a bet- 
ter understanding  be- 
tween the Government 
and the private sector 


The invitation to get in- 
volved in the planning 
for economic growth had 
been ‘very encouraging”. 

At the seminar, Pro- 
fessor Tony Hawkins of 
the University of Zim- 
babwe, stressed the un- 
predictability of the 
world economic climate 
and the danger of trying 
to gauge what could 
happen in terms of past 
patterns. 

Economic growth had 
started in the in- 
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dustrialised world, but at 
a lower and slower pace 
than ever before and 
there were some serious 
doubts about the durabil- 
ity of the recovery. 

In Zimbabwe, industry 
did not expect an upturn 
in the first half of 1984, 
but expected exports to 
increase while domestic 
demand weakened 
further — the latter 
being regarded by some 
23 a more serious prob- 
lem than the level of 
foreign currency alloca- 
tions. 

He commended the 
economic policies 
adopted by the Govern- 
ment over the last vear 
as being “appropriate” 
but acknowledged that 
they had led to higher 
consumer price inflation. 

“It is the unavoidable 
price we have to pay for 
economic stabilisation, to 
s:cceed,” he said, adding 
that he belleved there 
would be lower average 
inflation over 1984 as a 
whole. 

Mr Jimmy Girdlestone, 
group economist at Zim- 
bank, said an upsurge i1 
national income de- 
rended largely on in- 
creased industrial pro- 
cauetion while industrial 
recovery required high 
l-vels of investment. 

But both investment 
and output had declined 
in recent years and a 
substantial increase in 
investment was required 
to prevent the downturn 
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in output from becoming 


a major, established 
long-term decline, he 
said. 


While there had heen 
some investment, it had 
not reached levels high 
enough to. sustain, let 
alone increase, present 
levels of manufacturing 
production. 

The lower investment 
was due to a decline in 
business optimism. 
higher unit costs and 
lower profitability. There 


/ was, however, nothing to 


ruprest that i n- 
dustrialists would not {3- 
crease investments once 
their perceptions of the 
future economic climate 
warranted it. 

He stressed there were 
no “one shot instant 
solutions” to the problem 
and any attempt to in- 
crease industrial de- 
velopment would 
“necessitate a multi- 
faceted approach _ in- 
volving co-ordinated ond 
concerted action on the 
pert of both Government 
and the private sector”. 

Dr Mufaro Hove, per- 
manent secretary itn the 
Ministry of Industrv and 
Energy Development, 
said efficiency aid com- 
petitiveness were crucial 


in the drive to expand 
exports. 
He outlined the vari- 


Os criteria against 
which new projects were 


judged, admitting that it 
wits important that the 
identification and = ap- 
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prais:| ot projects 
should he “sharpened 
and co-ordinated”. 

Yo this end, the 
n.nsiry had started « 


programme to build a 
planning unit capable of 
project identification and 
assessment. 

Cde Tom Mswaka, per- 
manent secretarv in the 
Ministry of Finance. 
Economic Planning and 
Development, gave his 
personal view of the fun- 
ding of Zimbabwe's 
recovery. 

He outlined the prob- 
lems facing developing 
countries today in secur- 
ing foreign funding and 
agreed that the world 
recoverv was likely to be 
slow and staggered. 

But he expressed con- 
cern that “we have not 
wisely used the neried of 


recession to obtain a 
measure of trans- 
formation of our 
economy from « high to 


a low cost nroducer or 
from a closed to an onen 


/ ome’, 


“For this reason, we 
could well find ourselves 
lagging far behind the 
recovery as it comes ” 

Both the Governinent 
and the private sector 


‘were concerned that the 


recession and price con- 
trols had resulted’ in 
little or no  investible 
Surpluses being available 
to industry while 
Government con- 
sumption had risen 





As a4 result, “Zim- 
babwe has been eating 
away at its capital base 
as neither the public nor 
private sector has done 
any replenishment in- 
vestment of any mag- 
nitude’. 

The domestic private 
sector and the Govern- 
ment had to lead the 
economy out of _ the 
recession rather than ex- 
pect foreign investors to 
do it for them, and it 
was therefore vital that 
they work closely  to- 
gether and not continue 
to drift apart. 

Mr Rob Pavies, of the 
University of Zimbabwe, 
dealt with the optimal 
distribution of foreign 
exchange. 


INOREASED 


He noted that i- 
creased external borrow- 
ing by the Government 
meant that an increasing 
amount of foreign ex- 
change would be used 
for debt repayment. 
Whether or not this was 
wise depended on 
whether or not the bor- 
rowed funds would be 
used to generate the 
foreign exchange to 
repay debts. 
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While agreeing with 
the view that allocations 
for consumer goods 
should be minimised in 
favour of intermediate 
and capital goods to 
maintain domestic pro- 
duction, he said it was 
important to regularly 
review allocatians to 
particular goods. 

Dealing with com- 
modity import pro- 
grammes, he said the 
use of them should be 
based on an assessment 
of the need for them, not 
on their availability, and 
that they should be 
brought into the overall 
allocation system. 

Mr Richard’ Wilde, 
head of the Reserve 
Bank's economics divi- 
sion, stressed the role of 
exports in the recovery 
process, noting that 
there had been very 
little growth in exports 
while imports had con- 
tinued to grow relativelv 
strongly between 1980 


and 1982, largely with 
the help of aid funds. 
Given the dis- 
appointing lack of in- 
vestment and the 
balance of payments de- 
ficit, ‘from now on- 
wards, the foreign ex- 


change capacity of the 
economy will determine 
the amount of foreign 
exchange that can be 
made available for im- 
ports,”” he said. 

He was confident that 


there could be  con- 
Siderable growth in ex- 
ports, particularly in 


manufactured goods, but 
noted that secondary in- 
dustry had generally not 


developed as a result of 


export growth. 

Instead, it had con- 
centrated on import re- 
placement and the 
domestic market — in 
short, it was “too inward 
looking”’. 

“Part of the dif- 


ficulties that are now 
besetting this sector as a 
result of weak domestic 
Gemand arises from this 
very characteristic,” he 
said. 

“Producers that are 
dependent on the local 
market are experiencing 
great difficulty as con- 
sumer demand weakens. 
But while this is clearly 
an unfavourable de- 
velopment from many 
points of view, it does 
present a manufacturer 
with an incentive to look 
more intensely than per- 
haps he did in the past 





to the export market as 
a means of sustaining 


and increasing i pro- 
duction and = employ- 
ment.” 

Mr John’ Robertson, 


chief economist for RAL 
Merchant Bank, outlined 
the various obstacles 
facing loca) industries 
and foreign investors at 
a time when investment 
was essential for 
economic growth and job 
creation. 

He wag particularly 
critical of the concept of 
centrally planned 
economies, preferring in- 
Stead what he termed as 
the dynamism and adap- 
tability of the free enter- 
prise system. 

The seminar was 
closed by Senator 
Tarisayi Ziyambi, the 
Minister of State for 
National Co-ordination, 
Who said Zimbabwe 
needed to achieve a high 
level of internal in- 
tegration in industry to 
weather the storms 
created by world 


economic recessions. 
Industry had to use 
raw materials “in such a 
manner that the various 
sectors act as suppliers 
of inputs to each other”. 
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MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, CULTURE SCORED OVER FINANCES 
Harare THE HERALD in English 30 Nov 83 p l 


[Text] THE Ministry of Education and Culture's administration has again come 
under sharp criticism from Parliament's Public Accounts Committee for its lack 
of control over its finances. 


In the first report of the committee since it began sitting in this session of 
Parliament, the ministry's Permanent Secretary, Dr Nick Makura, is singled out 
for his "most unbusinesslike approach" in dealing with important financial 
matters and for his “casual handling" of relations with the office of the 
auditor-general. 


Tabled in the House of Assembly yesterday, the report states that Dr Makura 
"seems to be completely out of touch" with the financial running of the 
ministry. 


To the frequent complaint of the ministry that the reasons behind the lack of 
financial control was the lack of experienced staff, the report says that the 
Public Service Commission "appears unwilling or unable to provide staff of a 
calibre necessary to administer a ministry which is responsible for spending 
some 20 percent of the nation's budget". 


The report deals with accounting and administration in the 1981-1982 financial 
year, details of which have been published in the report for that year of the 
auditor-general, Mr J. N. Hilligan, but correspondence on the matters contin- 
ued until July this year. 


[t also notes that in August this year the Minister of Education and Culture, 
Cde Dzingai Mutumbukz, told Parliament that the ministry's control over rents 
from Government officials leasing public service housing had "improved 
tremendously". 


However, says the report, "it was your committee's opinion that the minister 
had been misinformed". 


It questioned Mr H. G. Vickerstaff, the acting secretary to the ministry 


(while Dr Makura was on leave), who replied that he would agree "that the 
position is not satisfactory yet". 
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The report singles out inadequacies in the ministry's appropriation account. 
It says there was a "lack of action" in clearing long outstanding balances on 
the advances suspense account, to the extent that the ministry could not keep 
within its block grant advances allocation limit imposed by the Treasury. 


Mr Vickerstaff could not explain this because the officer responsible had left 
and could not be contacted. But Dr Makura, says the report, should have 
ensured that "his internal check on such vital issues was adequate". 


Mr Vickerstaff also told the committee that about $2 000 from officers being 
overpaid was "irrecoverable", but the committee said that if proper accounting 
procedures were carried out, all losses under this section would be 
eliminated. 


Up to July this year, the report goes on, there were 133 cases in which 
$42 944 had been spent, without any corresponding cash vouchers. 


However, by August this year, Mr Vickerstaff had been able to locate 81 of the 
missing vouchers and said his staff would continue searching for the missing 
balance. 


The report says it is "greatly concerned" because it took the ministry 15 
months to respond to the auditor-general's queries on the matter. 
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GOVERNMENT TO GRANT LRON, STEEL CORPORATION $200 MILLION 
Harare THE HERALD in English 1 Dec 83 pl 


{Text} GWERU--THE Government will inject a massive $200 million into the Zim- 
babwe Iron and Steel Corporation, the Minister of Industry and Energy Develop- 
ment, Cde Simba Makoni announced at Zisco yesterday. 


At the same time, within the three to five-year period of implementation, the 
Government has committed itself to assisting Zisco by covering the cash short- 
falls incurred through trading losses and big cash outflows, he said. 


The objective will be to achieve cost savings and greater returns as well as 
to provide better processing regimes in the mills to enable Zisco to meet a 
selective and changing market's demands, Cde Makoni said. 


Voest Alpine, the Austrian steel company called in by the Government to help 
restructure and revitalise Zisco, had made recommendations in three major 
areas: the financial aspect, capital development, and personnel and human re- 
sources development. 


In the area of capital development, there were four major elements. The first 
was to improve the ore supply. At present ore was brought 150 km by rail from 
Buchwa Mine, but it was intended to increase the ore intake from the nearer 
Ripple Creek Mine, cutting transport costs. 


To this end the Government would spend $105 million to establish a new sinter- 
ing plant able to extract iron from the Ripple Creek ore with greater effi- 
ciency and results, Cde Makoni said. 


The new plant would extend the life of the ore body in the country by between 
ll to 15 years, through the increased operations and higher extraction 
efficiency. 


The second element was the establishing of two continuous casting plants, to 
cost $55 million: The continuous billet caster and continuous bloom caster 
would replace the costly process cf casting ingots, and would achieve a better 
quality and wider range of products, he said. 








New tacilities for the production of specialised products, and a new range of 
goods, with facilities for quality inspection and control, would be estab- 
Listed at a cost of $18,5 million. This would enable Zisco to compete with 
world market requirements. 


The fourth area was the modernisation of the light section mills, to achieve 
yreater etficiency of production, higher quality and wider range of products 
at a cost of $6,5 million, Cde Makoni said. 


At mid-1982 levels, this would amount to $185 million, but with increased 
prices and costs, devaluation and other ancillary equipment that might be 
bought, the total would be about $200 million. 


Seventy percent of this would be sought in foreign exchange and 30 percent 
would be the local requirement, Cde Makoni said. 


The project would ensure that Zisco was capable of making products to compete 
on the general steel markets of the world and to ensure that Zisco continued 
to play a central role in Zimbabwe's economy and discharged its responsibil- 
ity to the eight African SADCC states as the hub of the region's iron and 
steel industry. 


The capital structure of Zisco would have to be re-organised because the debt 
ratio was so large it would jeopardise Zisco, with the debts far outweighing 
assets. The Government had therefore agreed to support Zisco by making up the 
shortfalls caused through trading losses and excessive cash outflows and in- 
creased its viability. 


The third area of human resources development, was vital, not only at Zisco, 
but in industry as a whole. This would entail short term training development 
especially in the technical and middle management levels where there was a 
critical shortage. It would also mean setting up training institutions at 
Ziseco itself or at Kwekwe Technical College. 


Over 20 technicians were seconded from Voest Alpine at the end of last year to 
carry out a vital repair and maintenance programme, and 18 technicans, engin- 
eers and middle management workers had been sent to the Austrian company from 
Zisco for further training and experience and this was the beginning of a pro- 
gramme to ensure the development of cadres at expert and professional levels 
for management needs in the long term in the country, Cde Makoni said. 
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COLD STORAGE COMMISSION PLANNING $60 MILLION EXPANSION 
Harare THE HERALD in English 25 Nov 83 ppl, 4 


[Text] THE Cold Storage Commission is to spend almost $60 million improving 
its slaughter capacity, the chairman of the beef and livestock committee of 
the Agricultural Marketing Authority, Mr Jim Sinclair, said yesterday. 


In his first major assessment since taking the appointment this month, Mr Sin- 
clair said maintenance at Marondera abattoir would cost $1.4 million and at 
the Kadoma abattoir $2 million. 


The Bulawayo abattoir would have to be replaced at a cost of $35 million, 
while the refurbishing of the Masvingo works would cost $20 million. 


Like the Harare works, the Mutare abattoir would close, but a local facility 
would have to be provided. 


He said: "It is possible that a new abattoir will have to be constructed for 
the export market. 


Mr Sinclair, who was addressing the two-day beef symposium which ended in 
Harare yesterday, said the CSC was still in a very unfavourable marketing 
position despite the reduction in the beef subsidy. 


He said that next year 8 100 tonnes of beef could be supplied to the European 
Economic Community under the Lome Convention subject to meeting health re- 
quirements. Top quality carcases would be required to weigh between 230 kg 
and 270 kg. 


This would reduce the beef stockpile with an abatement passed back to the 
cattle industry, but allocations for these funds had yet to be finalised. 


The chairman of the Cattle Producers' Association, Mr Keith Harvey, warned 
that there could be a shortage next year because of the high slaughter rate, 


over the past two years. 


The Director of the Department of Veterinary Services, Dr Jimmy Thompson, said 
1,5 million cattle had been vaccinated against diseases in the last 12 months. 
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Diseases which could be transmitted to people but had been contained included 
tuberulosis, brucellosis, anthrax and rabies. 


Last year there had been 6 000 cases of anthrax, which had been reduced to 100 
this year, he said. In 1980 there were 900 cases of rabies, but this was cut 
down to 199 this year. The department had vaccinated 350 000 dogs this year. 


Within three years tsetse fly should be eradicated around Kariba and the lake 
would act as a barrier. 


"Co-operation with Mozambique, Zambia and Malawi--with possible EEC funding-- 
should produce control in the north-eastern area and it has been estimated 
that the exercise will cost $14 million," said Dr Thompson. 


Milk deliveries to the Dairy Marketing Board had grown from 95 million kg to 
178 million kg between 1968 and this year, said the chairman of the National 
Dairy Farmers’ Association, Mr Ted Kirby. 


"Last year saw the largest growth with production increasing by 12 percent 
over the previous year.” 


A steep rise in stockfeed prices and the Government policy to remove subsidies 
would affect milk sales, he said. The national herd had been steadily drop- 
ping since 1978 and now stood at 104 800 compared with 117 200 then. 


Mr Kirby added: "The industry is poised for progress as the heifer calf re- 
tentions appear to have increased by 10 percent, but unfavourable pricing will 
aftect future strategies. 


Abnormally high milk prices will be necessary to compensate for the continued 
removal of subsidies. 


The factory manager of Chipinge’s DMB, Cde Nigel Munyati, said that 55 percent 
of sales were in high-density suburbs, though this market was far from satis- 


fied, but the figure had resulted in current sales of Dairibord products of 
170 million litres compared with 26 million litres in 1952. 
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BUSINESSMEN URGED TO COMPLY WITH PRICE CONTROL REGULATIONS 


Harare THE HERALD in English 1 Dec 83 p 1 


[Text } 


CSO: 
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HURAL businessmen 
have been urged to com- 
ply with present price 
control regulations and 
promised that “changes 
were in the pipeline”. 

Addressing a Zim- 
babwe National Chamber 
of Commerce meeting in 
Mt Darwin last week, 
Mr John Landau Deputy 
Minister of Trade and 
Commerce, acknowledged 
that some of the profiv 
margins allowed to 
businessmen were not 
enough. 

But he urged business- 
men to comply with the 
regulations until the new 
changes in the pipeline 
were announced, 

Mr Ernest Chiweshe, 
vice president of the 
ZNCC, outlined what his 
organisation had done to 
help rural businessmen 
and said the whole mat- 
ter of price control was 
still being pursued. He 
added that the ZNCC 
needed more information 
about prices and costs 


from its various 
branches. 

Mr Landau said the 
Government accepted 


that businessmen had to 
make profits, but did not 


want to see them make 


unnecessarily large pro- 
fits. 

He explained why 
price controls had been 
introduced for basic 
commodities and how the 
drought and the reces- 
sion had _ forced the 
Government to _ reduce 
subsidies on various 
foodstuffs. 

Mr Joseph Kaparadza, 
Deputy Minister of 
Water Resources and 
Development, addressed 
the meeting in his capa- 
city as chairman cf 
Zanu(PF) Mashonaland 
branch, and 
listed some of the most 
cammon complaints of 
rural businessmen. 

These’ included the 
lack of access to finance, 
price control (especially 
on mealie-meal), retro- 
spective taxation and the 
difficulty of obtaining 
meat supplies. 

All the speakers urged 
the businessmen to work 
through their local 
ZNCC branch, which 
could take up their com- 
plaints with the relevant 
authorities. 


The meeting was one 
of a series being held 
around the country. 
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UP 19 PERCENT COMPARED WITH LAST YEAR 


INANCIAL GAZETTE in English 18 Nov 83 p 5 


THE value of mineral production 
for the first eix months of this year 
is $216 million, a 19% increase 
over the same period last year, the 
secretary for Mines, Mr Chrisio- 
pher Ushewokunze, said recently. 

In a wide-ranging interview with 
Mining and Engineering magazine, 
Mr Ushewokunze said the largest 
production to maintain a 
consistent level is coal, although 
the consumption is showing signs 
of declining for the latter part of 
this year. It is followed by hme. 
stone, tron ore, chromite, asbestos 
and phosphates 

“Bul, Of course, in terms ot 
value, the leader still remains gold, 
where there has been a substantial 
imcrease on the 1982 figures 
because of the price uplift. We 
noticed that the value a kg moved 
from $7 000 to $7 616 1n 1982 and 
close to $13 441 a kg this year’’, he 
said 

‘Silver has also improved quite 
significantly. Asbestos, however, 
has dropped. This market is a 
depressed one and the health 
campaigns overseas have been 
making hfe difficult for us. There 
are also larger producers than us 
who can offer lower prices, 
whereas our flexibility with 
asbestos 1s comparatively low 

‘‘However, we have managed to 
trnake an arrangement with the 
company concerned as to the mini- 
mum level of production and this 


is intended to help them maintain 
costs’’, Mr Ushewokunze said. 


Reviewing prospects for the rest 
of the year, the secretary said there 
is a decline in the consumption of 
coa! in the local market principally 
because of the reduced industrial 
activity and the effects of the 
drought. 


There has been a slight increase 
in nickel production but the 
prospects for a price rise are 
doubtful at the moment. 


‘The estimates I obtained in 
Canada recently were that by the 
end of the year we might have an: 
increase of about $2,70 a Ib. But I 
think this is being optimistic.’’ 

The prices for ferrochrome are 
still on the low side and the 
country is trying to maintain 
production with a limited number 
of furnaces operating. ‘‘We hope 
that in high-carbon ferrochrome 
there will be an increase in the 
price, perhaps early next year. 
Low-carbon has kept up well in the 
second quarter of this year and we 
hope it will rise’’, said the secre- 
tary. 

He said copper has held up well 
since the beginning of the year. On 
lithhum, the secretary said: ‘‘We 
are trying to push this product as 
much as possible in the United 
States; | am confident that we can 
regain the market.”’ 

Tin has been selling well and is 
encouraging. It has been selling 


well for almost nine months becase 
the International Tin Agreement is 
managed very efficiently and effec- 
tively to produce and hold the 
price. 

The Government is finding ways 
in which it can restructure the 
production system of chromite on 
the North Dyke to be able to 
provide the production of ore at a 
reasonable price to the smelters 
and be able to provide an assur- 
ance of reliability of supplies 

Saying the Government is trying 
hard to avoid any closures of 
mines, Mr Ushewokunze said: 
‘*The Government is doing every- 
thing possible to ensure that 
mining companies continue to 
operate in principal minerals. It 
can only be to our benefit to 
survive this recession, so I do not 
anticipate any closures in the near 
future.”’ 

The exploration programme has 
been hard-hit locally and there is 
little money from _ overseas 
exploration companies. The 
uranium programme is still conti- 
nuing from West Germany and the 
work has been encouraging. 

He said the Canadian geophysi- 
cal study was still going on, and 
the results of the flying programme 
are being evaluated. The Japanese 
Metal Mining Agency is undertak- 
ing an exercise around Bindura 
and landsat imagery of the Dyke, 
he said. 
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e Too many reform 
programmes have been rush 
ed, land reform was an 
cnommous undertaking which 
affected most intunately the 
lives of rural people. It needs 
to be pursued with vigour but 
mo haste, and with compass 
hon not coeTCION 

@ it was important that not 
only resettlement areas bene 
fit from expanded agricultur 
al services. Settled peasant 
fasmers should receive at 
least a comparable level of 
support since them circumst 
ances were usually more diff 
icult in the long run 

@ While land reform is under. 
taken a country must af all 
coms maintain its food prod. 
uction = Capacity Faisting 
farmers, black and white, 
should be made to feel 
secure, and provided with 
adequate technical and finan- 
cial support 

@ = the Jandless and unemployed 
as a class of settlers should be 
carefully monitored, and the 
size Of holding allocated 
should accord with their 

‘ managerial ability. 

@ Co-operalive ventures, part- 
icularly service co-ops, have a 
fair record of success, but 
successful joint production 
cO Operatives are the 
exception rather than the 
rule 

The Whitsun Foundation doubts 
whether there could be a uniform 
system of land tenure for 

Zimbabwe's three land categories. 

It recommends that for the 

commercial farming areas, the 

present frechold form be maint- 

ained, for the resettlement areas a 

leasehold system be introduced 

with a short initial lease, followed 

by a long lease with a 

compensation clause 10 encourage 
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land improvement, and for the 
communal lands a form of localis 
ed communal tenure which would 
permit the community to decide 
whether to operate the land collect 
ively of allocate areas for 
individual farmers 

Assessments of surplus populat 
on mm the communal lands by the 
foundation, the avenues available 
for absorbing this surplus populat- 
on, and .dentification of areas of 
present under -utilised land and the 
current rate of resettlement 
progress, point to a land transfer 
target Of approximately 4m hect 
ares from the commercial sector 
overt the next .our [d five years. 


BEST COMPROMISE 


This, the report recomniends 
offers the best comprom: 
between the conflicting politica. 
and economic issues at stake. 

Zimbabwe's greatest single need 
for effective land reform is in the 
communal lands, where 4 is now 
desperately urgent to develop an 
economically viable and ecologica- 
lly sustainable system of farming. 
The first step, the report says, 
would be to encourage the people 
to indentify with, develop and 
realise the limits of their own 
resources. For this to happen, land 
units should be allocated to groups 
of people at a level where both 
physically and socially they can 
operate as an effective develop- 
ment uot. This unit should 
become the modular unit for alk 
forms of development in- the 
communal lands. {t should be 
based on voluntary association, 
backed up by a basic resource and 
socio-economic survey. This wall 
assist the people to comprehend 
their own circumstances, and 
would enable land allocations to be 
recorded, future land use to be 
planned, and surplus population to 
be identified before resettling. 
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THE FINANCLAL 


ELS PLACED IN 


GAZETTE 


THE Ambassador Hotel (Pvt) Lid 
company, which operates the Am- 
bassador Hotel in Harare and the 
A’ Zambezi River Lodge at the Vic- 
toria Falls, was placed in liquida- 
tion on Wednesday, following 
massive financial losses by both 
hotels. 

The liquidation proceedings 
followed action taken by the Na- 
uonal Railways of Zimbabwe Pen. 
sion Fund, which holds a mortgage 
of more than $1 million over the 
A'’Zambea River Lodge, to call up 
the money owed. 

The hotel, which has been runn- 
ing at only a 10% occupancy rate, 
made losses last year of about 
$280 000. It was closed for two 
vears between 1979 and 1980, and 
reopened in 1981 when tourism 
was expected to rise, but has been 
losing money steadily during the 
last two years 


Following the action taken in the 
Bulawayo High Court last week by 
the Railways Pension Fund the 
Ambassador Hotel company, 
which is also losing money on its 
Harare hotel, had no option but to 
g© into liquidation. 

The Ambassado:i Hotel was 
operating at a profit until about 
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LLOULDATION 


DUE TO FINANCIAL 


in English 25 


two years ago when losses started 


mounting. They stand at about 
$60 000 at present, said the 
spokes Man, 


‘*Our occupancy rate now is on 
ly about 30%. We are overstaffed 
by at least 20%; wages have risen 
by 15% apart from the extra $10 
wage award recently; electricity 
and water costs have increased by 
80% over the year; and lower gross 
profit margins have been recorded 
following increased excise taxes, 
which we cannot pass on,”’ said the 
spokesman. 

He said that the liquidation ac- 
tion had been taken by the hotel’s 
hoiding company, Industrial 
Marketing (Pvt) Ltd, which nolds 
70% of the equity of the Ambassa- 
dor Hotel company. Another 20% 
is held by the Railways Pension 
Fund and the balance is with 
preferential shareholders of long 
standing. 

‘*Industrial Marketing had 
granted a loan of $862 000 in 
March this year to keep the Am- 
bassador Hotel afloat. That is how 
we managed to keep going in face 
of our losses," said the spokes- 


man. 
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**But in view of the action taken 
by the National Railways Pension 
Fund in Bulawayo last week to call 
in the A’Zambezi River Lodge 
mortgage, it would not have been 
possible to raise any more money 
to keep the company going. It had 
to go into liquidation.”’ 

The future of both these hotels 
now lies with the liquidator. 

It is likely that the loss-making 
A’ Zambezi River Lodge will have 
to be shut down, and the staff of 
about 66 employees be retrenched, 
as has happened with the nearby 
Rainbow Hotel (see page 3). 

What will happen with the 
popular Ambassador Hotel in the 
centre of Harare uncertain. The 
liquidator may decide to keep it 
running — or he may try to finda 
buyer for the hotel business. 

The building in which the Am- 
bassador Hotel is housed is also 
owned by the National Railways of 
Zimbabwe Pension Fund. 

The spokesman for the company 
said: ‘‘This is a very sad occasion 
for us. We have done our best to 
keep going but now, after so many 
years, it is not possible to do so in 
view of the action taken by the 
pension fund.”’ 
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HOTELS CLOSING DOWN DUE TO DECLINE IN TOURISM 
Harare THE HERALD in English 30 Nov 83 p 7 
[Text | THE Goodwood the lack of business for 


CSO: 


Group of Hotels is 
closing two of its 
four hotels because 
of a decline in over- 
seas tourism to Zi- 
mbabwe, a spokes- 
man for the group 


said yesterday. 


The group handed over 
the Ambassador Hotel in 
Harare and the 
A'Zambezi River Lodge 
in Victoria Falls to the 
liquidator, Mr Michael 
Fieid, last week. 


But the decision to 
close the A'Zambezi was 
yesterday postponed 
until January. 

The Cutty Sark Hotel 
in Kariba and the Karoi 
Hotel, which rely on 
Zimbabwean travellers 
mainly, will stay open. 

The spokesman said 
occupancy rates in seve- 
ral hotels had dropped 
drastically with corres- 
ponding large  16sses, 
since 1981. Traffic to the 
Victoria Falls from 
South Africa had drop- 
ped by about 65 percent. 
These people were not 
South Africang but over- 
seas people proceeding 
to Zimbabwe, said the 


spokesman, explaining 
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the A’Zambezi. 

There was an influx of 
tourists after in- 
dependence but the trend 
changed in 1981. 

The A’Zambezi, a 
three-star hotel was ex- 
pected to close on Tues- 
day following a meeting 
between the 66 workers 
of the hotel and _ the 
management. 

The management said 
the A’Zambezi faced a 
cash flow problem. The 
temporary reprieve was 
a result of an agreement 
by the management and 
top civil servants from 


-the Ministries of Man- 


power Planning and De- 
velopment, Trade and 
Commerce, and Mines. 

The chairman of the 
workers’ committee, Cde 
Obert Shumbayarewa, 
said hig members were 
thrilled at the outcome. 

He said the workers 
who have forgone a $10 
rise had worked over- 
time without pay yester- 
day saving the com- 
pany’s money, while a 
buyer is found. 

The liquidator, Mr 
Field, who § flew to 
Harare from the Falls 
last night, said he 
agreed to keep the hotel 
operating and to honour 
the Christmas bookings. 








ZIMBABWE 
COMMUNAL FARMING EXPERIMENT |N MWENEZI 
Bulawayo THE CHRONICLE in English 17 Nov 83 p 9 
{Text] IN one of the most radical advances in communal farming since the 


plough, the people of Matibi 1 communal land, north-west of Rutenga, have de- 
cided to specialise in modern livestock management, abandon crop farming and 
to resettle themselves in planned villages. 


the communal land is hot and dry in the south-east Lowveld, and totally un- 
suitable tor dryland crop farming. But for years neighbouring commercial 
ranchers, including those on the giant Nuanetsi Ranch have been making a good 
living out of cattle. 


A total of 60 000 people live in the communal area, said the Local Government 
promotion officer, Cde Paul Chihuri, in an interview yesterday. 


Last year the people realised that only a small number would be selected for 
resettlement in other areas and so they took a good hard look at their options 
and decided to treat the communal land as if it was a resettlement area. 


Expert advice was taken and it was decided that it made no sense to invest 
vast amounts of money in crops which would fail in most years. 


[he better watered areas of the country could specialise in crop production 
and the people of Mwenezi, by concentrating their effort and investment poten- 
tial in livestock and veld management, could so boost their income that they 
could buy grain from the maize areas. 


In this way, said Cde Chihuri, they would do what they were best at and what 
ehir area was best for, thus using the land most productively and increasing 
the wealth of their area and of the nation. 


A master plan of the develompent of the area was drawn up. Each of the 20 
wards is treated as a production unit and divided into large paddocks consol- 
idated from small peasant holdings. 


"There are a few people who are reluctant to give up their arable land rights 
and join this co-operative ranching system,'' said Cde Chihuri. "But I would 
say 90 percent of the people have now agreed this is the best thing to do." 








Management committees have been elected for each ward to oversee the grazing. 
fhe committees will be taking professional advice from Agritex on managing the 
paddocks. 


Haphazard residential development will vanish. The people are resettling 
themselves in planned villages, similar to those in resettlement schemes, and 
materials and building co-operatives have been set up for the purpose. 


Although the people had decided to specialise in modern livestock production 


each family had been allocated a small plot for vegetables and other special] 
needs. 


Co-operatives had been set up for poultry production with the youth brigades 
spearheading the co-operative movement into all fields. 


Each ward has a school, a business centre, tailoring and other non-agricultur- 


al co-operatives. The material and building brigade co-operatives would also 
Operate from the ward centres. 
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POSITIVE PROSPECTS FOR LIVESTOCK INDUSTRY REPORTED 
Harare THE HERALD in English 24 Nov 83 p l 


(fext}] THE livestock industry is expected to earn $100 million in foreign 
currency next year and there are signs that earnings could be even higher in 
1985, the Minister of Agriculture, Senator Denis Norman, said yesterday. 


Senator Norman said indications were that the gross value of $420 million 
Suggested that the industry could contribute about half the total income from 
farming. 


Addressing a two-day livestock symposium which started in Harare yesterday, 
Senator Norman said current output of meat industries has been estimated at 
215 000 tonnes this year. Milk production could top 370 million litres. 


"These estimates include slaughterings on farms and in communal areas and 
production for home consumption," he said. "These figures also confirm that 
the average Zimbabwean is a consumer of large quantities of beef, other meats 
and milk. 


"This is unusual in Africa as livestock production in most countries is unable 
to sustain the level of consumption that we enjoy." 


lhe minister said the industry was facing difficult times as it was being 
asked to make major adjustments and fact substantial increases in costs which 
some might regard as being unprecedented in the history of the industry. 


"This challenge is complicated by a slowdown in the rate of technological 
change and the difficult economic environment associated with declining living 
standards throughout the world compounded by adverse weather conditions." 


However, he said, Zimbabwe's approximate population of eight million suggested 
that each person was consuming 25 kg of meat and 46 litres of milk a year. 


Of the meat which was being consumed in the country, 70 percent was in the 
form of beef. 


Poultry consumption was increasing rapidly in all areas. 








Of milk product sales 60 percent was in the form of fresh milk and the remain- 
der was acidulated milks or milk powder. 


Senator Norman said: "Cattle production in communal lands has an even greater 
Significance to the farmers who reside there than those in the commercial 
areas, for not only does it provide meat and milk, but it is their only means 
ot draught power. 


"It is therefore vital that better forms of management and husbandry be recog- 
nised to sustain not only life but also crop production in these areas." 


He said that the future of Zimbabwe and the basic wellbeing of its people was 

recognised as being dependent on maintaining the overall wea_th and prosperity 
of the agricultural system and, with it, the development and extension of tne 

livestock industry in particular. 


"There is no room for complacency," said Senator Norman. ''Poultry and pig 
producers have for a long time felt the weight of competition from cheap beet. 


"Hopetully that era is now over and beef will continue to be priced into th 
domestic market on a basis which will enable the Cold Storage Commission to 
meet its costs. 


"It is not only the producer who must strive for greater efficiency and pro- 
ductivity. The responsibility also exists for the marketing organisations and 
for those firms and executives who occupy positions in the marketing area be- 
tween the primary producers and consumers." 


Senator Norman said he was convinced that substantial room existed for greater 
efficiency in all spheres. 


Zimbabwe must ensure that technology was continually improved and expanded. 
The private sector was being asked to play an increased role and all partici- 
pants in the industry should examine what role they could play to contribute 
to its needs. 
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ZIMBABWE 
PIG FARMERS NEED HIGHER PRICES TO BALANCE STOCK FEED INCREASE 
Harare THE HERALD in English 25 Nov 83 p 8 
{lext}] THE pig industry needs higher prices to balance the recent stock feed 


increases as producers are now losing money, the director of the Pig Industry 
Board, Dr Dave Holness, said on Wednesday. 


Dr Holness, who was addressing a symposium of the Zimbabwe Society for Animal 
Production which ends in Harare today, said pig producers were losing between 
54 and 5!9¥ a pig at the moment. 


Among the requirements for next year to put the industry on a sound footing 
were an adequate feed supply and continued research. 


Che general manager of Colcom, Mr Peter Cox, urged producers to step up pro- 
duction in view of the beef "shortage" forecast for this year. However, sales 
did not increase directly and, as a result, the price of pork was reduced and 
this alleviated the situation, but Colcom would nevertheless still have to cut 
quotas by 30 percent on April 1 next year. Delivery of heavy hogs would be 
limited to less than 25 percent of the quota. 


The removal of the big subsidy on beef had helped, but the imminent increase 
in pork price to compensate for the stockfeed price increases would tip the 
balance untavourably again. 


For religious reasons 20 percent of the population in high-density areas and 
communal Lands would not consume pork, but sales had increased by 72 percent 
in these areas. 


fhe chairman of the Cattle Producers’ Association, Mr Keith Harvey, said that 
since 1974 the number of commercial producers had dropped from 4 436 to about 
§ OOO. The number of cows bul'sd had dropped from 909 000 to 722 000, the 
total commercial cattle herd from 2,4 million to two million, and calves born 
fell from 539 000 to 428 000. 


The return per dollar variable cost had since dropped from $2,29 to $1,53. 


Offtake from communal areas averaged 2 percent over the past 20 years. 
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URGED TO 


PLANT 


THE Deputy Prime 
Minister, Cde Simon Mu- 
zenda, yesterday urged 
farmers to take part in 
the National Tree Day, 
which marks the start of 
the 1984 tree planting 
season tomorrow, 

He mid the exercise 
would go a long way to- 
wards reducing the u e 
of dung as firewood and 
s allow it to play its 
crucial role of providing 
much needed manure. 

Cde Muzenda was 
opening the fourth an- 
nual congress of the 
National Farmers’ Asso- 
clation of Zimbabwe at- 
tended by several Cabl- 
net ministers and Gov- 
ernment officials in Gwe 
ru 


Firewood shortages 
were being experienced 
in most parts of the 
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country, taxing women 
and children who had to 
travel long distances to 
collect ft. 

“This imposes high 
demands on family 
labour,” said Cde Muze- 
nda. “Time which could 
be spent on more pro- 
ductive work is being 
wasted.” 

He said the goal of 
increasing food produc- 
{ion could only be 
achieved through’ im- 
proving crop yields, plus 
* gnificant [labour  pro- 
ductivity changes. Com- 
munal area _ production 
should always aim at ex- 
ceeding family require- 
ments. 

Land could not con- 
tinuously absorb high 
rates of population 
growth and sustain in- 
tensive use unless new 


JYTMDADL 
Z] MBABWE 


technology, better farm 
management’ techniques 
and strict conservation 
measures were employed. 

“It is time for com- 
munal farmers to realise 
that they must re-adjust 
their traditional methods 
of farming if agricul- 
ture is to continue to 
play its vital role in 
boosting the economy.” 

“Instead of having to 
buy back their own pro- 
duce at a higher price 
later, farmers should al- 
ways plan their produc- 


tion and marketing 
targets carefully. 
“It has been noted 


with disappointment that 


the level of groundnut 
production, which the 
Government would like 


to see expanded, has de- 
clined dramatically in 
communal areas.” 








MINISTER O} 


STOCKPILING of 
maize meal by 


hoarders and 


Cross- 
border smuggling 
have contributed = to 


the serious shortage 
of the staple food in 
the country now, the 


Minister of Agrieul- 


ture, Senator Denis 


Norman, said yester- 


day. 

Speaking in the As- 
sembly, he said that the 
cut in supplies from the 
Grain Marketing Board 
recently was introduced 
bearing in mind the re- 
maining stockpile had 
to be able to feed five 
million people through- 
out the country until 
next year’s harvest in 
june 

Distribution bottle- 
necks had «also created 
problems, he said. and 
the Ministry of Industry 
ind Energy Development 
was finishing an investi- 
gation that was expected 
to be complete by Tues- 
day . 

Senator Nortnan’s an- 
nouncements came after 
nembers 


from all par- 
fires in the Lowe} House 
rose on the adjournment 
fo appeal for urgent 


Government action. on 
the shortage. The debate 
Wag Started by Zapu 


leader Dr Joshua Nko- 
mo, who said Bulawayo 
had been without meal 
for the last three days. 


DISSIDENTS 


And he went on to ask 
what was happening in 
the dissident = affected 
areas where security for- 
ces had limited maize 
vupplies to stores to 
only a few days stocks, 
while fresh supplies 
took weeks to come. 

Senator Norman said 
the statement published 
in yesterday's Herald 
quoting GMB — general 
inanager Mr Bill Long 
as giving assurances that 
maize stocks would not 
run out had been given 
with his approval so as 
to eliminate rumours and 
allow people to ascertain 
the truth. 

There was, he believed, 
‘a certain amount of 
speculation against a 
price rise, which did 
come off. Stockpiling 
took place.” 


The present allocation 
of 98000 tonnes per 
month took into account 
the maize needed for 
stockfeed and other in- 
dustries, and 20 000 
tonnes per month fre2 
maize for drought 
relief. ‘We can feed five 
million people until the 
next harvest, more people 
than we have ever at- 
tempted to feed before,”’ 
he said. 

“IT am 
have 


convinced we 
sufficient stocks 
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until June next year,” he 
assured the Assembly. 
To a claim by Cde 
Edgar Tekere (Zanu PF, 
Manicaland) that 10 days 
igo there had been ‘an 
interception by police’ 
of a truckload of maize 


meal trom Zimbabwe 
25km inside Mozam- 
bique, Senator Norman 
suic: “It +s evident that 
over: border movements 
do take place,” adding 
that Cde TYekere was 


correct in drawing the 
House's attention to the 
matter. 


INVESTIGATE 


He said the entire 
matter was being moni- 
tored by a Cabinet com- 
mittee, appointed to in- 
vestigate food shortages 
and involving the Minis- 
tries of Agriculture, 
Trade and Commerce, 
and Industry and Energy 
Development. This com- 


mittee was “aware of 
the present situation”, 
he said. 


During the adjourn- 
ment debate, Cde George 
Mudukuti (Zanu-PF, Vic- 
toria) said ‘‘favouritism”’ 
was practised by the dis- 
tributing agencies, who 
would give several tonnes 
to dealers in one area 
and “a few bags’ to 
businesses in another 
area with the sanie popu- 
lation. 

Senator 
plied that he 


Norman _§sre- 
had in- 


Lh6 


ZIMBABWE 


AGRICULTURE BLAMES MAIZE SHORTAGE ON SMUGGLERS, HOARDERS 


structed the GMB to 
follow supplies leaving 
depots “to see how far 
they are getting and 
where they are getting 
stuck”. 


A team from Lhe 
eastern districts had 
just returned. He had 


received their report and 
would be conferring with 
Cde Makoni on the mat- 
ter. 

He had also spoken to 
the provincial Agritex 
officers for Matabeleland 


North and South, who 
were in regular contact 
with the districts which 
they covered, and they 
had assured him that 
there were no shortages 
in their provinces. 

However, the situation 
may have changed since 
then, he said. To Dr 
Nkomo, who said that 
miners at Hwange had 
“almost” gone on strike 
because they had no 
maize meal, Senator 
Norman said some maize 
was going to Kemativi 
where relatives of mine- 
workers were living and 
were short of maize. 

He also assured the 
Assembly that although 
the rains were late and 
little maize had been 
planted, planting inten- 
tions showed that — if 
they were adhered to — 
they would produce a 
yield in 1984/85 that 
would not only feed the 
population next year but 
also provide “a _ little 
for the future”. 
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MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE URGES FARMERS TO GROW MORE MAIZE 
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[Text] The task facing every farmer now is to rebuild the maize stocks which 
have been "seriously" depleted by the drought relief programme at a cost of 
almost $120 million this year, the Minister of Agriculture, Senator Denis 
Norman, said yesterday. 


Addressing the National Farmers Association of Zimbabwe, Senator Norman 
Sa id: 


ping that this season you will produce large crops of maize so that 
Zimbabwe will not only have sufficient for her people, but will also be able 
to continue to help neighbours in SADCC." 


" m hanin 
I am nop.in 


He said the total cost of the drought-relief programme for the whole 


country--including food relief, transport, administration, water supplies, 
Livestock support and schemes, and crop packs--amounted to over $119 million. 


Through the Ministry of Labour and Social Services, food had been distributed 
to more than 634 000 destitute families in communal, resettlement and small- 


scale commercial sectors. 


About 100 000 crop packs with seed, fertiliser and insecticide had been dis- 
tributed in various provinces at a cost of $3 million to help production 


this season. 


Senator Norman said: "By these means Government has averted the very real 
threat of human starvation." 


The Food and Agricultural Organisation would hold its regional conference 
for Atrica in Zimbabwe next year, by which time he would be in a position 
to analyse Zimbabwe's achievements. 


Formation 


he formation of cooperatives had been another step in the right direction 
because significant economies could be achieved when people work together, 


he sa id ° 








the Grain Marketing Board was looking into the possibility of appointing 
itives to act as its agents to supplement over 250 approved buyers in 


“Government is not only aware of your problems, but also of the potential 
of communal areas," said Senator Norman. "We are determined that, working 
together, the problems will be overcome and the potential realised. 


"As farmers I do not need to remind you or stress the importance of the 
National Tree Day in two days' time and of the importance of trees to the 


? 


country. 
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THE Minister of Agricul- 
ture, Senator Denis Nor- 
man, told the Assembly 
on Wednesday that beef 
markets were available 
and would grow and he 
belleved Zimbabwe would 
be able to meet the needs 
of these markets. 


Answering numerous 
questions on the cattle 
industry put to him by 
Independent and RF 
Members of Parliament, 
the minister said ali 


factors affecting produc- 
tion would be taken into 
account when the annual 
heef producer price re- 
view was undertaken 


He said he would not 
negotiate in public on 
prices and suggested 
price negotiations be left 
to the elected members 
and officials appointed by 


the producers to repre- 
sent them. 


He pointed out to MPs 
that when he had been 
part of a producers team 
negotiating with a pre- 


vious government some 
years ago, it had taken 
four years before the 


producers were given an 
increase 


AWARE 
Senator Norman said 
he was painfully aware 
of the difficulties the cat- 
tle industry was experi- 
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encing. He said 252 000 
head of cattle had moved 
to areas less affected by 
drought by October 1 


Heifers in calf had 
heen identified and these 
would be moved to areas 
which had been destock- 
ed and should help re- 


store confidence in the 
iadustry 


He said steps had heen 
taken to establisn a fod- 
der bank in case there 
was a drought this sea. 
gon. 


The idea of legislating 
to prevent farmers burn- 
ing potential fodder had 
been one his ministry 
haq resisted to date but 
the time might have 
come for such action if 
fodder was being wasted 
while there were short- 
ages elsewhere. Mr Bill 
Irvine (Ind, Marlbor- 
ough) had suggested the 
idea. 


The urgency of the 
dairy farmers’ predica- 
ment in the light of in- 
creased stockfeed prices, 
which had resulted in 
their being given a price 
increase, was not com- 


parable with the difficult- 
ies of beef producers. 


Dairy farmers had to 
feed daily. There were 
several models of beef 
farming and not all cat- 
tle were being fed in 
pens, he said. 


14&Q 
1 { 


[INDUSTRY 


The minister said a de- 
fault penalty would not 
be incurred by farmers 
who cancelled bookings 
with the CSC because of 
feeding difficulties. 


PAID FOR 


He told the House that 
any increase in beef pri- 
ces would be paid for 
out of the CSC's trad- 
ing account. Whether 
this would necessitate an 
increases in prices for 
the consumer or whether 
the CSC could cut costs 
and finance it without 
increasing the prices to 
the consumer was diffi- 
cult to know. 

There would, though, 
be ro Government sub- 
sidising of beef prices. 

Replying to Mr Henry 
Elsworth (Ind. Midlands) 
who had claimed auth- 
oritative estimates put 
the expected losses of 
cattle through drought 
this year at 750 000, the 
minister said the De- 
partment of Veterinary 
Services had recently 
calculated the losses at 
223 632 head of cattle. 

He said he doubted 
whether it would ever 
be possible to determine 
the exact csumber of 
cattle which died during 
the year because of the 
drought but believed the 
department was the 
most authoritative 
source when it came to 
such estimates.—Ziana 











tL LEGAL squatters are still occu- 
pying and grazing cattle on a large 
part of Mr Robert Kensford’s farm 
al Shurugwi, despite a High Court 
ruling enforcing his rights to evict 
them as reported im the Gazelle 
this month. 4 

No action has been taken by ‘the 
Commissioner of Police or the 
Gweru provincial magistrate’s 
court to carry out the High Court 
ruling, because the Minister of 
Hlome Affairs has appealed against 
the decision 

This appeal against the man 
damus order granted by the High 
Court has had the effect, at pre- 
sent, of nullifying the, court's fin- 
dings , ° 

Mr Rvunsford said last week that 
he was coming to the end of his 
tether 

‘‘The squatters have now form- 
ed themselves into a cooperative 
operating on my land, They have 
destroyed all my fencing on the 


[ON TO EXPEL SQUATTERS FROM 


Littl Impai part of my farm and 
are grazing more than 200 cattle on 
the land, while | am having big 
problems finding enough 
stock feed for my 400 head of cattle 
with calves and have to feed about 
100 of them by hand to keep them 
alive,’’ he said. 

‘*My losses are mounting day by 
day. Three of my cattle have been 
found axed to death, my vehicle 
has been stoned, I cannot go near 
the squatter-occupied part of my 
land and my neighbours have been 
warned against trying to help me.”’ 

He said he did not know which 
way to turn now. Legal action had 
been going on about the squatters 


on his: farm for,more, than two 


years. Now it wou'd take ‘‘months 
and months”’ for the Minister’s ap- 
peal to be considered. 

The Commercial! Farmers’ Union 
is known to be concerned about 
the position of squatters on a 
number of commercial farms in 


SHURUGWI FARM 


Zimbabwe. They are said to be 
‘*rife’’ in areas stretching from the 
Eastern Districts right around to 
the westagn borders. 


Last week the Minister of Legal 
and Parliamentary Affairs and ac- 
ting Minister of Justice, Dr Ed- 
dison Zvobgo, commented: 


‘‘For squatters the solution is 
clear. They have no reason to 
squat on any public or private land 
in the country, given the fact that 
the Government has acquired an 
enormous amount of land to reset- 
tle people.’’ 

The Minister said this on Satur- 
day, following police action m 
rounding up numbers of squatters 
and alleged prostitutes in urban 
areas. a ind 

It appears, however, that squat- 
ters on farms have not been af- 
fected by the widespread police ac- 
tion to control their increasing 
numbers in towns. 


it the present average size of land 
holding & maintained and applied 
fo the Goverament’s target of 
162 O00 families for resetiiement, 
almost 10 millon bkectares will 
aced to be taken from the 
commercial farming sector This 
will wot only certainly destroy 
Ji ababwe's agrcaltural diveruty 
and scifanifwiency, it will also 
ovtunp most of the aecessitry 
supporting services 

This ts 


conclusions in a 


one of the principal 


report on land 
reform in Zambabwe published by 
the Whuitsun 
Harare 


Ihe report states that Zimbab 


Foundation in 


we's dry land cropping potential 
doss not yustify the clam thar u 
could be the 
basket "’ 
that less than BO%e of Zimbabwe is 
suitable for 
cropping 

As thos 
resource, ut Should be preserved for 
and farmed as 
productively as possible The 
foundation said would be unwise 
this the 
resettioment until oat 


repron'’s “‘bread 


Om the contrary, wt states 


imtensive dry dand 


land i oa vital national 


posterity 


to make land over to 
programme 
could be proved that productivity 
and standards of resource 
conservation would wot suffer 
Admitting that there 


imbalance in 


Way dA 
severe rural 


population densities between the 


communal tands and most 
commercial farming arcas, the 
report recommended that in 
reducing, this unbalance, the 
resources and prowuctivits of the 
ommercial tand should not be 
endangered Nor should resettle 
ment schemes result in a ereater 
population density than that 


ilready cxuisting in the mmercral 


‘| | } MI N | PR ( RA us 
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wea tt concludes that the etfeets 


of the resettlement programme on 
population pressure in communal 


londs wall be limited 


fhe present resettlement 
methods adopted by Csovernment 
did not provide for intensive 
stilement because only a small 
proportion of the land ts cropped, 
the balance being reserved for 
extensive livestock usage, 


mcluding draught oxen for tillage 


PULPOsSes 


[he projected the 
probable effect of three resettle 
ment scenarios 
(a) the resettlement of 162 000 

families oon 10) omillion 
hectares of commercial land 


report 


by 1985, 

(b) the resettlement of 162 000 
families on the same area, but 
over a long period by 
1987: 

(c) the resettlement of 90 000 


families on approximately 4m 
hectares by 1985. 


The cost of options (a) and (b) 
excluding recurrent servicing COMS 
are estimated at $S00m and $Ib 
Further, both options are likely to 
result in a loss in wages and income 
in excess Of $100m per annum, the 
impact being swifter under option 
(a) In terms of foreign currency, 
the corresponding annual 
would be to the order of $50m 

The report concludes that 
third option, which the 
minimum disruption of bot. 
production and employment in a 
commercial sector and is margina- 
lly the most effective in reducing 
pressure on the communal lands, 
offers the best compromise 
between the confliciing 
requrements of the resetilement 


loss 


the 


involves 


ZIMBABWE 


programme. 
The report refers to three broad 
categories of land use, 


(a) effectivey used — under 
comparatively intensive use; 

(b) under -utilised being used 
only extensively; 

(c) under pressure — being 


pushed beyond its capacity to 
produce in relation to the 
exisiing system of land use 
The Whitsun Foundation states 
that the am of land reform should 
be to encourage and secure al! 
farmers whose land 1s u. the first 
category; provide relief for the 
land (and the people) in the third 
category; and use second calegory 
land to provide some of this relief, 
but in such a way that the function 


of land use increases in both 
Categories. 

The report recommends that 
before such a= classification § ts 


applied, more resource data needs 
to be accumulated, as al present 
this is in some areas incomplete. 
lt is recognised that Zimbabwe 
has a well-established and well 
structured agricultural infrastruct- 
ure and would normally be well 
placed to implement a major land 
reform programme. Serious staff 
problems in most of the agencies 
concerned will, however, limit 
effective land redistribution. 
Looking at the experience of 
land reform in other countries, the 
report highlighted some important 
lessons for Zimbabwe 
@ Very few reforms have 
worked out as planned, 
usually because planners did 
not understand the rural 
people's circumstances, of 
because the capabilities of 
land reform. agencies 
over estimated 


were 
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[Text | More than 700 new houses would have een near completion in Harare 
if the city council had used $1,5 million allocated to it by the Ministry of 
Housing during the past ftinancial year, a ernment minister said in 

Harare yesterday, 


(The Minister of Housinyv, Cde rimbarashe Mumbenvevwi, told THE HERALD that 


} ea : , esha. 4 } . ! :. Peas L, 4 a ; “ay 1) lla P 
luring the financial year which ende in Ine, his ministry had allocated 
1,5 million towards th mstruct iron | re Phan QO houses in Hatclitte, 
, ' ? ’ ’ } . 
Dut the money was not ised Hpecause Har re t take up the question yy 
yuna | 1 j ise fryers 
ntractor leve t inty ty tire t Y j ind ewerave systems at 
Hatelitte two vear but the cit eoune 1 complained that some roads 
. ‘ ' ' tT 
id not been tarred and tt it tive eweraye tem had not been tested . 
the wa 1 | ] oO : 
When | yrressed m mcern over the weekend about the lack of progress in 


tthe t LSion if house in Harare, the intention was not to criticise the coun- 


cil it t rive it a public en iragement, said Cde Mumbengegwi. 


lurid time the « c yvrangling with the ministry of Hatcliffe, 
no build brivades were being formed and "building should have started this 
t ime r or at the beginning of thi ear," 


Al thou thi une i] laimed it had a building brigade, there was nothing 
to show that it actually existed. Since it was formed in April, the building 
: 4 1 ' / . 
manaved to complete 16 houses--"only 16 houses which cannot 


‘ : ° tT ‘ . 
ipied because they are for demonstration purposes , he said. 


t interested to knov 1at there ji 1 building brigade which builds 


HO house in about seven months because there ire others, started later 


° | | 7 
{ in ft it, whic nave managed to « IN} le te iD it sJQ Nouses, 
l. ] c | ,oo tee LaAwnilA _¥ Sa , 
Harare had the irvest DbDacK!lo O} kousin ind LOULG start moving. He 

" ' } } , ‘yy > 1 ; o fi a Ee. 
was encouraved that work wou l ( I tart in irren Park D and Dzivarasekwa 


hut was disap rinted that Hate lif fe ‘ va 1) , tr) be } priority area, 








Asked to comment on why the city council had "prevaricated"” in building 
houses in Hatcliffe, the recently appointed chairman of the health housing 
and community services committee, Clr Solomon Tawengwa, agreed the council! 
was not satistied with the intrastructure there, 


"There are three main reasons why there were delays in building houses at 
Hatclitte--the area is outside the boundaries of the city; when it was 
developed the infrastructure was found to be below standard and the s¢ 


system was nol ypood, 


VA ‘ 


"It was found ouc that services developed there needed updating and did not 
meet the required specifications and standards. However, the council! has 
proposed to service about 749 stands in Hatcliffe," said Clr Tawengwa. 


Hatcliffe did not belong to the city yet, but t»e council was working to 
bring it under its jurisdiction. 


On the building brigades, he agreed they had completed 16 demonstration 


houses since it was formed and "are now working on another 50 houses in 
Parkridge and Fountainbleau". About 30 of these had been completed. 
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HUNDREDS STARVING AS RELIEF AID DELAYED 
Harare [HE HERALD in English 21 Nov 83 p 3 


[Text] HUNDREDS ot children in the Mberengwa-Mwenezi communal lands are suf- 
fering from malnutrition, apparently made worse by more than two months' de- 
lay in the distribution of drought relief food. 


Matibi Mission clinic, on a remote site at the border of two districts, 
handles an averaye of 150 cases of underfed babies and children a month. 


Among adults there has been a phenomenal increase in sexually transmitted dis- 
eases, says a Catholic nun, Sister Lioba Bramlage, who heads the clinic's 
Statf of tour trained nurses and 13 nursing aides. 


in her 18-year work at the mission, Sister Lioba said she had not witnessed as 
much misery as she had this year. 


Mothers with babies on their backs walked up to 50 km to the baby clinic. The 
hunery mothers, besides being dry of milk, had also been diagnosed for ail- 
ments related to insufficient diet. 


Emphasis was placed on the baby clinic since last year, but the main clinic 
Was just as busy. Because of the drought, prostitution, mostly at mining 
posts and business centres, had resulted in the soaring rate of STD cases. 


Explaining the delay in drought relief tood, which some communal residents 
claim to have begun as early as June, Cde Ekenias Chigiga, an administrative 
officer with the Mberengwa District Council, siad private transport companies 
that had been hired to convey the supplies from the provincial centre in Gweru 


had been withdrawn because of financial problems. 


Tt 


We will start deliveries this week using six lorries from the District Devel- 
opment Fund and CMED, but these cannot cover the district in a month," Cde 
Chigiga said. 


In Nhengya, a wild fruit, Masekesa, previously used as stockfeed, is now being 
processed into a powder tor preparing porridge. Baboons and monkeys are prey- 
ing on goats and chickens and residents speak of hunger-related deaths. 








[he branch chairman of the Zvishavane-Mberengwa Zimbabwe National Chamber of 
Commerce, Cde Neverson Muchiso, said rural operators were not allowed to add 
transport allowance on mealie-meal, margarine, sugar, cooking oil and salt and 
it was costly to deal in these essentials. 


This had resulted in an "absurd situation" where opaque beer was readily 
available but no tood even though some people had money. 
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GROWTH VITAL--KANGAI 


lH Wwovernmem cons- 
aerg rural deveiopment 
involving increased 
agricultural activily and 
productivity a3 the 
inajor tacvtor in solving 
unviuployment and un- 
der-employment prob- 
lems, the Minister of 
Labour and Social Ser- 
vices, Cade Kumbirai Ka- 
ngai, said yesterday. 

Speaking at the Na- 
tional Farmers’ Associa- 
tion ccngress in Gweru, 
the minister said some 
of the objectives of the 
association were to pro- 
mote better farming and 
to advance the interests 
cf agriculture ‘These 
are completely in line 
with the Government's 
objectives in the em- 
ployment sphere.” 

He told the congress 
that the creation of pro- 
ductive employment is 
the key element in the 
Gcvernment’s strategy 
to achieve its objeéttve 
of equity and social 
stability. 


CLEAR 


“It has become clear 
that rapid industrialisa- 
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ticm alone cannot create 
sufficient jobs for Zim- 
babwe's rapidly growing 
labeur force,’ he said. 

He added that by 
equipping the peasants 
with the knowledge, 
tocls and techniques for 
effective rural develop- 
ment, “your asscciation 
is aiding the Govern- 
ment’s efforts to estab- 
lish the new pcst-colo- 
nial Zimbabwean — scci- 
ety”. 


Cde Kangai said it 
has been estimated that 
by the end of this year, 
Zimbabwe would have a 
total labcur force of 
just over three million. 

“Of these, it is esti- 
mated that about 1,9 
million weuld be enga- 
ged in regular wage 
emplcyment and 1,5 mil- 
lion in communal agri- 
culture. 120000 will be 
engaged in casual, sea- 
sonal or ccntract em- 
ployment — mostly in 
farming and = agricul- 
tural industries.” 
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OVERSEAS Press reports misrepresenting 
events in Zimbabwe are helping South 


Africa’s destabilisation campaign against the 
country, the Minister of Natural Resources 
and Tourism, Cde Victoria Chitepo, said in 


London yesterday. 


Addressing visitors to 
Zimbabwe's stand at the 
World Travel Market at 
Olympia, Cde Chitepo 
said that although some 
elements had caused 
some internal problems 
in Zimbabwe, the situa- 
tion was under control 
and the only threat to 
peace came from South 
Africa's deStabilisation 
campaign in the region 

“I hope therefore that 


potential tourists will 
understand that the 
negative image that 
Zimbabwe has been 
made to suffer by the 
Press is not based on 
facts but fabricated by 


those who do not wish us 
well.” 

She said there was 
evidence _ that certain 
members of the inter- 
national community had 
confidence in Zimbabwe 
through their joint ven 
tureg with the Govern- 
ment in the construction 
of the new Holiday Inn 


Hotel and a five-Star 
hotel and conference 
centre, and a mianage- 
ment contract with the 
Sheraton hotel group 

It was essential that 


an honest picture of 
Zimbabwe was presented 
because tourists were 


not only sens‘tive to the 
environment, but it 


would also make plan- 
ning for the industry 
easier by making it pos- 
sible to forecast tourist 
flows 

Cde Chitepo said that 
in just three years Zim- 
babwe had witnessed 
both a dramatic increase 
and disappointing decline 
in tourism. In 1980 there 
was a 200 percent rise in 
tourist numbers and 
revenue which two years 
later had dropped 
alarmingly. 

Zimbabwe was = pbow 
receiving fewer tourists 
than it nad the capacity 
to handle simply because 
it had been misun- 
derstood and misre- 
presented. 

She said that as a des- 
tination that hac been 
isolated from the inter- 
national community for 
15 years, Zimbabwe was 
keen to open its doors 
after being ‘the  best- 
kept secret in Africa”. 

Tourists, would not 
oniy see some of the 
world’s best game parks 
and the Victoria Falls 
but observe a country 
where apartheid and col- 
onialism had been abol- 
ished and a peaceful, non- 
racial society established 
under a democratic gov- 
erninent 
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ALL the women arrested 
in the operation to round 
up prostitutes have been 
released, the Minister of 
Legal and Parilamentary 
Affairs and acting Mia- 
ister of Justice, Cde E4- 
dison Zvobgo, sald 
yesterday. 

Cde Zvobgo told the 
House of Assembly the 
women had been released 
on the orders of the 
Prime Minister, Cde 
Mugabe, and the acting 
Prime Minister, Cde 
Simon Muzenda, because 
it was realised mistakes 
had been made and some 


innocent women had 
been arrested, 
He was replying to 


angry debate from Zapu, 
Independent and  Kep- 
ublican Front MPs who 
earlier said that Zim- 
babwe’s women had been 
insulted by the round-up 
and that innocent women 
had been arrested while 
real prostitutes had been 
tipped off and = gone 
underground. 

But Cde Zvobgo drew 
thunderous applause and 
shoute of “You're & 
man” when he said 
mistakes had been made. 

Only RF leader Mr Ian 
Smith seemed to remain 
dissatisfied and insisted 
an answer should be 
given as to why innocent 
people had been arrested 
in the first place. 

Cde Zvobgo said the 
Government Wasa com: 
mitted to the protection 
of human rights. 


It was the Govern- 


SCORE 
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English 30 Nov 
ment’s policy to 
eradicate prostitution, 


squatting and begging 
and he i belleved all 
upright Zimbabweans 
would find little to quar- 
rel with in this policy. 
The Government 
remained committed to 


eradicating prostitution 
and when pro Adu 
“modalities” had n 


formulated to reform 
those who wanted to 
“live by selling their 
bodies” these people 
would be arrested and 
taught to “live decently 
and live out of the clean 
sweat of their bodies”. 

He said lessons had 
been learnt from the re- 
cent exercise particularly 
as regards prostitutes 
going underground. 
Those who went under- 
ground would be “fol- 
lowed to the centre of the 
earth”, he said. 

“On the orders of the 
acting Prime Minister I 
was directed to release 
every wom&n from every 
prison,” he sald. 

On the instructions of 
the acting Prime Minis- 
ter, who had consulted 
the Prime Minister, sus- 


pected prostitutes at 
Mushumbi Pools were 
released. 

This included some 


who admitted they were 
prostitutes and who had 
asked why they should 
work on the land when 
they could make $380 a 
day in Harare, he said. 
Because some innocent 
people had been ar- 
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rested, it was considered 
the exercise as a whole 
had been wrongly im- 
plemeated and it would 
be best to release every- 
body and begin s new 
exercise that woald not 
‘result in the same 
mistakes being made. 
Most MPs were agreed 


that eliminating  pro- 
stitution was praise- 
worthy but con- 


demned the manner in 
which the exercise had 
been conducted and said 
it wag mainly innocent 
and respectable women 
who had been detained. 

Several MPs claimed 
that women who were 
earning a living as pro- 
stitutes had been tipped 
off atout the exercise 
and had not been picked 
up. There were even al- 
legations that senior 
policemen “used’’ these 
prostitates themselves. 

Mr Geoffrey York (RF- 
Mazowe) said he was 
sure the exercise had 
been well = intentioned 
when it began but had 
become aie “disgraceful 
affair’. 

Mr Tony Berkout 
( RB F-Central) alleged 
that in Gweru the &rmy, 
rather than the police, 
were in control of the 
operation on November 
1l. There were no staff 
in the accident ward of 
Gweru Hospital the next 
day because nurses and 
sisters had been arrested, 


he said. 
Cde Sikwili Moyo 
(Zapu - Matabeleland 





|; women 





South) said: “What we 
need is for whosoever 
gave the order to 


mishandle our wives and 
daughters to apologise.” 
Mrs Ruth Chinamany 
(Zapu, Matabeleland 
North) said the Govern- 
ment’, action had lost its 


support. She claimed 
that the screams of 
women being’ carried 


away had moved even 
the soldiers involved to 
tears. 

Mr Henry’ Elsworth 
(Ind, Midlands) spoke of 
arrested after 
leaving a practise for a 


| pantomine in the Gweru 


Theatre and being put in 
tiny cells with many 
other women. 

Mr Dennis Divaris 
(Ind, Kopje) pointed out 
that the Government 
had, as reported in the 
newspapers, shown it 
had realised its mistake 
and wag putting the 
matter right. 

He said, however, pro- 
stitution would never be 
eradicated anywhere in 
the world and suggested 
brothels should be 
legalised in Zimbabwe. 

Cde Zvobgo, in reply 
to the debata, said he 
thought this notion 
would not be supported 
by many Zimbabweans. 

“We believe that ail 
upfight Zimbabweans 
despise prostitution,” he 
said amidst applause 
from all sides of the 
House. 

Mr Jini Ntuta (Zapu, 


Matabeleland North) 





sald the = rounding-up 
operation, which he de- 
ribbed as a “disgrace”, 
should pot be blamed on 
the Government, but on 
the Central Conunittee 
of Zanu (PF). 

Women had been dls- 
criminated against, he 
sald, a lot of illegitimate 
children had been 
“caused” by men, in- 
cluding Members cf Par- 
liament, he said. 
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Cde Zvobgo said he 
wished ty» make an im 
mediate reply lest it be 
thought the Government 
was insensitive to what 
had been said or that 
everything that had been 
said could be taken a‘ 
true. 

He said squatters and 
beggars were still being 
held and the Minister of 
Labour and Social Serv- 


lees Would make 4 state 
ent Culmteriing Une ces 
sUDpeny ued Ly. 

He said some had been 
living “like rats” on the 
banks of the Mukuvisi 
River. 

“We de not believe the 
Bill of Rights «entitles a 


person to live like a 
beast underground,” he 
meri. 


The Governmeny con 
sidered begging, squat 
ting and prostitution as 
evils when pec ple could 
work, be resettled = or 
could join building 
brigades. There were al- 
ternative means of sup- 
port which could be pro- 
vided by a sympathetic 
Government, he said. 
Ziana. 
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LAUDS ROMANIA--Zimbabwe envies the way Romania has built a tolerant 
which unites both Christians and communists, the Minister of Infor- 
. Posts and Telecommunications, Dr Nathan Shamuyarira, said in Harare 
lay. Speaking at the opening of a photographic exhibition organised 
comania Embassy to mark the 65th anniversary of that country's 
ition, he said Romania had forged an independent foreign policy wichin 
imework of socialist principal in a "dangerous and volatile world". 
many states had been dismembered under the Treaty of Versailles, 
l, Romania had remained united throughout that controversy and emerged 
stronger at the end of the Second World War. The people of Zimbabwe 
indebted to Romania for the assistance received during the libera- 


strugevxle and the relations between the two countries had been 


‘thened by the visit of Romania's President Cde Nikoali Ceaucescu, 


ir returning the visits of President Banana and the Prime Minister, 
rabe, to Romania. Speaking at the same occasion, the Romanian Ambas- 
Cde George Badrus, said the noble humanistic ideas ot independence, 


1, national and social justice, friendship and co-operation with other 


‘+, had animated the Romanian people, and governed the policies of his 


ist country in its relations with other countries. Present at the 


ny were the Deputy Minister of Water Resources and Development, Cde 


wenya and the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Zimbabwe, Pro- 
Walter Kamba. [Text] [Harare THE HERALD in English 30 Nov 83 p 5] 


TE MALZE SUPPLIES--Although millers are being allocated a monthly 
‘§ maize, the Grain Marketing Board is confident that Zimbabwe will 
! 
1 


ut of the staple food. The general manager of the GMB, Mr Bill 


told THE HERALD yesterday there was increasing concern about the 


‘f maize-meal in Zimbabwe. He said the reason for the monthly 
tion was to ensure that timely steps were taken to maintain adequate 
for human consumption until the new crop became available in June 
‘ar. Mr Lone said the method of allocating maize was based on sales 
the board during April, May, June and July this year. Millers 
‘d 95 pereent of the average offtake of those months. GMB stocks at 
‘inning of the vear, he said, were over a million tonnes and this, 
1ormal circumstances, was a far 


t 1 


od. With this large carry-over, together with deliveries to the board 


larger volume than was usually 


vear--which are in excess of 600 000 tonnes--the GM8 is confident that 


a | ' } 11.4, . } — - . ; 
intry will not run out.” But there was undoubted legree of hardship 
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il areas, rome tarmers, both big and small, delivers i thelr 
the board because they were able t buy back subsidised mea it 
rice ind this meant that most of them had no carry-over t KS 
cles a month in 1981/82 were 50 OOO tonnes a month, but Mr I 
t sales were now averaging 100 000 a month under the allocati 
\ poKkesman [Tor the Millers’ ASSO¢ lat ion cont irmed that there Was 
irtage of maize meal throughout the country because of GMB 
A spokesman for Blue Ribbon Foods said the company's customers 
were asking more than "we can supply them because of the alloca- 
were given". [Text] [Harare THE HERALD in English 30 Nov 83 p 1] 


ANNOT BE APOLITICAL': USHEWOKUNZE--The police cannot be apolitical 

iwS they enforce are political, the Minister of Home Affairs said 
last night at a meeting of the National Affairs Association. Cde 
shewokunze said the police either enforced the will of the rich and 


pertied or the workiny people. Politicians brought to power on a 
st plattorm had the task ot leading the people in the socialisation 


‘ . thee - 1 . . 
rking people. Either the police acted in sympathy or the people 


lange the police, by changing the politicians," said the Minister. 
sle ot Zimbabwe, he said, through their party, would formulate strate- 


t would have to be followed by the police, army and civil service. 


‘e services had the choice of following the will of the people of 


their present positions and working with the enemies of Zimbabwe, 
The Minister was speaking at the National Affairs Association. 
‘Bulawayo THE CHRONICLE in English 26 Nov 83 p 1] 


SCHOOLS REFORMS--The Minister of Education and Culture has assured 
with children at independent schools with white majorities that they 
fear nor withdraw them and that it was not his wish to close the 

Cde Dzingai Mutumbuka said the Ministry had already started 
ns with the school managements to see what genuine constraints each 
slementing his directive that all such schools should have a black 


mt at least 60 percent next year and what accommodation could be 


tl, ? 


But the Government was committed to a non-racial society in 
nd the country. The move should not be seen as a sign of weakness. 
ster'’s statement reads in part: "To reassure parents in particular, 
public generally, I wish to make it clear that the many and varied 


| 


ind speculations that have been doing the rounds since I made my 


" 


it concerning the future functioning of independent schools, are 


real foundation. It seems apparent that the Government's position 
*t of such schools and their continued existence, has been inter- 


m many quarters as a ploy to encourage or to accelerate white migra- 
wish t State most catevzorically that this is not so. On many 
the vernment has stated unequivocally that it wishes to estab- 
nracial, multi-cultural society in Zimbabwe and it remains total] 
1 ft the act vement of this objective. The Ministry has begun 
vit the management of each of these schools to see what enul 
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if investigations prove that they are responsible tor the irrent 
mealie meal in Zimbabwe. [his was iid by the prime minister, 
bert Mugabe, in reply to question during the prime mini ter’ 
l-answer session in the House of Assembly yesterday. omrade 
iid the gvovernment has set up a mnittee ot five cabinet ministers té 
te the shortage of mealie meal which, he said, is ot great concern to 
roment. He expressed disappointment that while the government is wort 
ease) the effects of the drought, others are working to cause a short 
va tr I. lText | (MBO80750 Harare Domestic Service in English O400 GMT 6&6 
LOAN AGREEMENT WITH UK--FUNDS generated for the Zimbabwe Government from the 
b3 mill 1 loan agreement signed between Zimbabwe and Britain in Harare on 


Wednesday could be used to help raise Zimbabwe's share of funds for the land 
resettlement programme. In accordance with the Lancaster House agreement on 
the land issue, the British pledge of 430 million for the land resettlement 
programme can only be used on a 50-50 basis. This means that Britain only 
provides the equivalent of what Zimbabwe is able to raise. Recently, the 
Minister of Lands, Resettlement and Rural Development, Mr Movern Mahachi, said 
‘imbabwe has not been able to use much of the funds for the resettlement pro- 
yramme because of what he called restrictive bureaucratic procedures encoun- 
tered in drawing on the funds. The issue of the procedures was raised in dis- 
cussions held on Monday between the visiting permanent secretary of the Brit- 
ish Overseas Development Administration, Sir William Ryrie, and the Deputy 
Minister of Lands, Resettlement and Rural Development, Mr Mark Dhube. In an 
interview with The Gazette, Sir William said: "Yes, the issue came up. The 
-imbabwe Government is facing economic difficulties because of the recession; 
we understand its problems. When Mr Rifkind (Minister of State in the Foreign 
ittice and Commonwealth Office) was here about 10 days ago he offered a new £3 
million programme aid, which is money to be used to import materials for the 
private sector. "This will generate money for the Zimbabwe Government and we 
will be very happy if the Zimbabwe Government uses the money to help raise 
their 50% share as a contribution to the lands resettlement programme. It's 
ust a contribution to the resettlement programme", Sir William said. [Text] 
[Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE in English 18 Nov 83 p 1] 


CEMENT EXPORTS UP--MATABELELAND cement producer, United Portland Cement, has 
increased export sales for the year to the end of August. The subsidiary of 


7 


< 
ry 


ned » 
A 


joldings sold 56 000 tonnes to other countries, 11% up on the vear 
betore. However, this was but a fraction of overall capacity and internal 


sales were down 1% to 248 O0OU tonnes. The two kilns at Colleen Bawn and one 
it Bulawayo operated at 50% capacity. Portland Holdings has sold its head of- 


fice building to the Government for $1,25 million and is planning to build a 
lew headquarters through the Union Pension Fund. The company will stay in the 


bf 


ry ry booed no y } “rT p } } sha 4 — 4 T - . - asa 
present building tor another year. Porthold chairman Mr L Henderson says 
ry " » a | . rs > ‘ . ’ -4 } ) _ + ; . ] 1? i+ nn i+ ba : y mn mi ; ~ ~ 
there has been considerable ditficultyv in meeting Government ministers. 
; : } . = 7 | , “a7. ; ] } 7 a 4 o_o » 
would appeai to ministers to make themselves more easily available and more 
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iccessible for discussing many problems that face Zimbabwe, to the mutual ad- 
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ror ii ter e ing 1S pe nded 3 months apo. val ijan was Si t t 

i service i.e gave Tor Che itr torce OTTLICeTs ricguitted Of the inorl ill sabotape 
reter odwin reports trom Harare: | Godwin | At the service he t 1 the 

vation that he had seen the redetained men that morning, and that ¢t hoped 


cc 
a 
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hat their plight might serve to draw atten on to the injustice t tent 


Lu imbabwe vgeneraily. ine gvovernment tooK umbrage at this remark, Delle 


it to be the personal opinion of Lieutenant Colonel Rajah, and they suspended 


1 s } : ; . anes . . f - | »twmne r34a , h. Tt Col k +9} had 
nim pencing an inqui;’ry. However , atter hearing evidence that Lt COl Rajah hac 
} =. ’ y _- } _ rad h- na 
merely been reporting the airmen s remarks, the board has cleared him, and he 
} ; Fs } ' . ‘ . . ? ct tr? : »\ 
resumed his duties as chaplain general of Zimbabwe's armed forces today. | lext 
~ 


[MBO70959 Umtata Capital Radio in English O900 GMT / Dec 8 3] 


TRADE AGREEMENTS WITH PAKISTAN, CSSR--The Assembly yesterday approved trade 
izreements concluded earlier this year with the governments of Pakistan and 
Czechoslovakia. The agreements accord Zimbabwe "most favoured-nation" 
treatment tor customs duties and other charges. The Deputy Minister of 
Trade and Commerce, Mr John Landau, told the House that Zimbabwe's trade 
with Pakistan was "quite substantial". The trade balance between the tw 
countries was in Zimbabwe's favour last year, and this seemed to have been 
repeated in statistics for the first four months of this year. It was too 
early to tell whether the signing of the agreement had increased the trade 
between the two countries, he said. The main exports to Pakistan were tea, 
wattle extract, steel and iron. Imports from Pakistan were small, he said. 
There had been a negative balance of more than $250 000 with Czechoslovakia 
ind trade with that country was declining, despite the signing of the agree- 
ment, Mr Landau said. The number of exports to Czechoslovakia in 1982 had 
been relatively high but Zimbabwe's exports of asbestos had plummeted. 

in answer to a question, Mr Landau suggested this was because ot world 
resistance to asbestos torhealth reasons. The expansion of trade between 
the two countries had been hindered by a lack of foreign exchange on the 
part ot both Zimbabwe and Czechoslovakia, he said. Czechoslovakia was keen 
er into barter agreements and a barter proposal was being considered. 
imports from Czechoslovakia were largely bicycle spare parts, Mr Landau 


said. Text}; [Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE in English 2 Dec 83 p 5] 


ANCASHIRE STEEL FACING DIFFICULTIES--The Lancashire Steel company at Kwekwe 
vill temporarily shut down its operations for the annual Christmas holid 
reak from next week. This vear, however, the holiday break will last nger 
than usual, The works will be closed trom November 30 to January 3, or 
weeks. Lancashire Steel, a subsidiary of British Steel, is facing consider- 
; ; 7 a9 . bean on Dan é en etata amd olar. 
‘ financial problems. A its costs, Lnc uding raw materlais a L € € ( 
tricity, have risen drastically; export and local markets for its product: 
ind it rrice controll roducts are being produc: n = 
ny! last year amounted to $2,2 million r the 
ist ir t yt t ernment approval for price increases 
t far no result has been forthcoming. Its future may be at risk 
; present negotiations now under discussion concerning the c 
ture can be satisfactorily agreed. As reported by THE GAZETTE last montn, 
ibout 800 workers at Kwekwe. It is the on rg 
er f steel 1 ind wire material in the SADCC region but it is unlike 
t ntinue for mu nger making losses of about . 
NA} \ AZETTE in Ens 25 N : 











LOAN FROM ARAB BANK--Khartoum.--The Khartoum-based Arab Bank for economic 
development in Africa said yesterday it had agreed to lend Zimbabwe $8 
million to finance telecommunications projects. The loan, at an interest 
rate of 7 percent, i3 repayable over 14 years including a four-year grace 
period.--Ziana-Reuter. [Text] [Harare THE HERALD in English 1 Dec 83 p 1] 


YUGOSLAVIA, ALBANIA CONGRATULATED--President Banana on Tuesday sent congratu- 
latory messages to Yugoslavia and Albania on the occasions of their national 
days. In his message to the President of Yugoslavia, Cde Mika Spiljak, Cde 
Banana said it was Zimbabwe's desire to see bilateral contacts strengthened 
and consolidated to create greater opportunities for co-operation. To the 
President of Albania, Cde Enver Hoxha, he said: "I wish you and people of 
Albania, peace, stability and prosperity in the years ahead." The acting 
Prime Mirister, Cde Simon Muzenda, on Tuesday told Cde Hoxha in a message: 
"| wish to take this opportunity to express my Government's deep satis- 
faction at the cordial relations that happily exist between our two repub- 
lics."" [Text] [Harare THE HERALD in English 1 Dec 83 p 3] 
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